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St Pancras Chambers, London NW1
TG-Studio has transformed this 3 bedroom 
penthouse located in the Grade 1 listed St 
Pancras chambers. 

The apartment is just one of three 
penthouses in the 52 unit development by 
the Manhattan loft corporation. It covers 
the	top	three	floors	of	the	west	tower	of	this	
famous London landmark. 

The client hired TG studio to transform the 
unit from the standard developer spec into a 
personal	and	luxurious	home. 

As the property is of the highest public 
interest and the interiors listed by English 
Heritage	as	very	significant,	the	floor	
plan had to be broadly maintained but all 
staircases, balustrading and partitioning, 
where possible, were replaced. 

The Studio and the client worked very 
closely together removing all bathrooms, 
floor	finishes,	built	in	wardrobes	and	the	
kitchen. 

The master bedroom, which is located on 

the	top	floor,	is	now	reached	through	a	new	
staircase that turns around an oak clad 
storage room reached off the main entrance 
hall. 

TG	Studio	enlarged	the	floor	area	on	this	
level and separated the space into a walk in 
wardrobe,	finished	in	oak	and	sheep	leather	
and personalised to the clients exacting 
needs. The master bedroom space is open 
plan but can be closed to the triple height 
living room by an electrical operated curtain. 

The client let TG Studio select and furnish 
the entire penthouse and a meridiani bed 
in blue velvet was chosen in this bedroom 
flanked	by	vividly	coloured	lacquered	
bedside tables from LEMA. The master 
ensuite has been enlarged too and now 
features a Portuguese travertine stone 
which has a cave like quality. The bathroom 
features an extra-large walk in shower with 
a	flush	TV	and	a	bespoke	double	sink	unit	
finished	in	the	stone,	mirror	and	the	textile	
oak present throughout the Penthouse, 
which enhances the earthy and organic feel 
of	this	sanctuary. 
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The	middle	and	lower	floor	(floor	4	&	5	of	
the building) are occupied by two levels of 
entertaining. 

A new staircase has been designed 
connecting both levels, featuring oak veneer, 
plain glass and wooden stringers painted 
in off white. The staircase consists of a 
bridge that connects to a library which is 
cantilevering the main part of the staircase. 

This library unit is the feature of the 
staircase and also forms the balustrade to 
one side. It offers storage for books, statues 
and	other	artefacts	the	owner	collects. 

The	upper	floor	measures	approximately	
800 sq ft and accommodates a very 
comfortable seating area and a zone for 
the	pool	table,	a	collector’s	item	owned	by	
the client. The living room features furniture 
from	Poltrona	frau,	knoll	and LEMA.	

The	lower	open	floor	plan	is	laid	out	as	
a relaxed kitchen zone, dining area and 
tv watching area. The TV area is located 
opposite the kitchen and balances in its 
elevation the open plan kitchen. The joinery 
accommodates all the AV equipment and 
a visible library and is kept very white with 
arrabascato stone as a vertical feature 
behind the TV. The dining table is from 
Poliform as are the chairs, while the sofa 
is from zanotti and the rug from the rug 
company.

From there the penthouse gives access to 
two bedrooms with a dressing area and 
ensuite each a secondary entrance to the 
apartment	and	a	guest	WC	and	storage.

The two en suite bathrooms are located 
in two gothic towers of the building which 
gives them great views of the surrounding 
area and a triple ceiling height. They have 
been	finished	in	Arrabascato	marble	and	
each feature a low hanging glamorous 
chandelier to play with the unusual ceiling 
height.	    

The	flooring	throughout	the	penthouse	is	by	
Schotten and Hansen, the kitchen by Gemini 
design and features Gaggenau appliances 
with arrabescato backsplash and Pietra 
Serena worktop. 

Two stones that are characteristic through 
their veining and are considered as 
character stones explains Thomas, director 
of	TG-Studio. 

Thomas Griem Director of TG Studio and the 
client enjoyed this project so much that they 
are now looking to working together creating 
more luxurious places. They are currently 
looking in London and New York for their 
next project under a joint banner.

The contract sum was £ 550,000 and 
contract duration was 14 months.

Tg-studio.com

http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
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EDITOR’S CHOICE

With	so	many	benefits	and	schemes	
available to buyers, there has never 
been a better time to buy new!

At Troy Homes, we are keen to 
support individuals and families 
looking for their perfect living space, 
which is why we offer these new 
home schemes on a number of 
our gorgeous developments. From 
assisted move to the stamp duty 
holiday, there are plenty of reasons 
to buy new in 2020 —making it faster, 
less complicated and more affordable 
to move.

You can now book a viewing at the all-
new show home for our contemporary 

Sambrook Court apartments in 
Hadley	Wood.	If	you	fall	in	love	with	
one of these luxury apartments, you 
can sell your current home either via 
part exchange or assisted move — 
simply get in touch.

0203 829 5550 
sales@troyhomes.co.uk 
troyhomes.co.uk

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A 
BETTER TIME TO BUY NEW Autentica Fibra di Legno Beltrami 

is one of the most innovative 
yarns, obtained from the whitest 
core of birch wood sourced from 
certified	forests	in	Northern	
Europe, by means of a sustainable, 
environmentally friendly process. 

Autentica Fibra di Legno Beltrami 
bed linens are silky, breathable 
and pleasant all year-round. 
Our collection includes quilts, 
blankets, throws and decorative 
cushions with a cashmere-like feel. 

Autentica Fibra di Legno Beltrami 
terry perfectly absorbs moisture 
and envelops the body with its 
comfortable, soft hand. Our Night 
&	Leisure	Collection	combines	
elegance and comfort in a complete 
range including pyjamas, dressing 
gowns, nightwear sets, home and 
leisurewear.

You can find all the information 
about Autentica Fibra di Legno 
Beltrami and all our products 
on www.beltrami.it.

Autentica Fibra Di Legno Beltrami

CardsSafe helps UK hospitality and 
leisure	businesses	including	Young’s	
Pubs, Hilton Hotels, The London Golf 
Club to increase spend by enabling 
customers to safely and securely run 
a tab or trial a product or service. 

CardsSafe technology has 
revolutionised how the industries 
manage customer tabs on or off 
their premises. Protecting business 
assets and equipment and ensuring 
customer banking data is securely 
handled. 

The units are not hardwired and can 
be strategically placed behind the 
bar or service area, but they are also 
mobile. Staff at The London Golf Club 
use CardsSafe to service customers 

on the golf course, while bar clients 
position the units by the POS. 

CardsSafe is also remarkably 
affordable and virtually pays for itself. 
Furthermore, the CardsSafe system 
safeguards customers against credit 
card fraud because only staff can 
access their cards.

For more information on CardsSafe, 
please visit www.cardssafe.com 
Or contact the sales team on 0845 
500 1040 or sales@cardssafe.com

CardsSafe – Protecting Assets

Including FREE updates for life, now 
you	can	secure	your	whole	family’s	
future in just a few clicks.

We	all	know	solicitor’s	can	be	costly	
but	most	online	Will	services	don’t	
take care of all those “little details” 
that legal experts can help you with. 
This service is free to try and use at 
www.yourwillbedone.co.uk	—	you’re	
only	charged	when	you’re	happy	and	
ready	to	print	the	Will.

After that, you can keep things 
updated over the years — new 
marriage, more kids, house move 
— whenever your circumstances 

change,	simply	change	your	Will	
any time at no extra cost. You also 
get complimentary support in case 
you have questions. The service 
has well over 500 positive reviews 
on	TrustPilot	(Rated	4.7)	and	their	
solicitors are Members of the 
Society	of	Will	Writers.

www.yourwillbedone.co.uk 
0161 425 2788

YOUR WILL BE DONE

6 - www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
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Quality Craftsmanship Including:
Building Renovation|Lime Plaster | Timber Flooring | Stone 

Conservation | Wood Paneling | Thatchwork | Structural Repairs

From listed & heritage properties to contemporary 
specialised finishes, we restore & conserve quality buildings

RESTORING HERITAGE  
CARING FOR HUMANITY  

CONSERVING LEGACY
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Our clients, a middle-aged professional 
couple comprised of a Japanese graphic 
artist and a British psychologist, appointed us 
to	refurbish	their	1900s’	maisonette	in	Gospel	
Oak,	North-West	London.	They	wanted	to	
build	an	artist’s	studio	in	lieu	of	the	existing	
rear conservatory and make a number of 
internal alterations, all on a very tight budget. 

Our idea was to create a bright and 
transparent space, seamlessly interconnected 
with the garden and the sky. There were 
some constraints: the footprint of the new 
extension was limited to that of the existing 
conservatory, the height at the boundary 
could not exceed 3m, and the narrow North-
facing gap along the other boundary risked 
becoming a dark and damp passage.

To achieve our objective and overcome the 
limitations, we came up with a simple but 
elegant solution. The studio is comprised of 
two volumes. One is a low redwood-clad cube 
attached to the boundary wall, extensively 
glazed on two sides, with a frameless corner 
and	a	large	flat	skylight	on	the	top.	Crowning	
it is the second volume – a lead-clad, sedum-
roofed prism set away from the boundary, 
with	a	West-facing	window	taking	in	the	
daylight and conveying it to the passage 
on the other side. The raised roof and the 
window of the second volume increase the 
internal	height	of	the	studio	and	fill	it	with	
daylight.

Structurally, the studio is a timber frame on a 
raft foundation. All elements were modelled 
and detailed in 3D. 

Internally, the studio features an L-shaped 
desk with drawers and concealed cable trays. 
One wall is full-width, full-height bookshelves. 
Three plaster-in wall lights illuminate the 
sloped ceiling.

The artist working in the studio enjoys 
uninterrupted views of the tranquille garden, 
entirely remodelled with paved and gravel 
surfaces, raised decked areas, white-rendered 
retaining	walls,	evergreen	shrubs	and	flower	
borders.

www.ar-arch.co.uk

AR ARCHITECTURE
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Mapei adds to its surface 
membranes range with rapid 
drying Mapeproof Primer
Mapeproof Primer is the latest 
addition	to	Mapei’s	range	of	surface	
membranes, with the added bonuses of 
being single component, water-based 
and moisture suppressing, with very low 
emission of VOC. 

Ready for use with no mixing required, 
Mapeproof Primer is quick and easy to 
roller apply; the primer is green in colour 
to assist with application, certifying full 
coverage of cement-based substrates. 
Suitable for both large projects and 
domestic installations internally, this 
Mapei	offering	also	benefits	from	no	
waste, and can be resealed and stored 
with no qualms for future use. 

For particularly porous substrates, 
Mapeproof Primer should be diluted 
1:1 with water prior to a further two 
undiluted coats, to ensure that the 
primer penetrates the surface of the 
screed. It must be applied in a minimum 
of	two	coats	over	the	whole	floor	at	a	
temperature of above 10°c. 

Upon full application and once dried, the 
primer provides a waterproof surface 
membrane, blocking the passing of 

residual construction moisture from 
affecting	subsequent	floorcovering	
installations, thus allowing early 
installation	of	floorcoverings.	

For protection against moisture, use 
Mapeproof Primer before levelling your 
floor.	

www.mapei.com

EDITOR’S CHOICE

We	are	a	specialist	firm	of	Building	
Surveyors providing professional 
property and project consultancy 
services to our commercial and 
residential clients, with nationwide 
coverage from our City of London, 
Manchester	and	Sheffield	offices.	
Our business has grown upon the 
foundation of trust, professionalism, 
and combining traditional values 
with innovation and technology to 
help our clients preserve and add 
value	to	their	assets.	We	offer	a	full	
range of services, including:

•  Building Surveys
•  Project Management and Contract 

Administration
•  Development Monitoring

•  Reinstatement Cost Assessments 
•  Dilapidations 
•		Party	Walls
•  Planned Maintenance 
•		Expert	Witness
•  Drone Surveys

Our clients include Asset Managers, 
Developers, Public bodies, Investors 
and Homeowners in a wide range of 
sectors	including	offices,	industrial,	
REITs,	finance,	prime	residential	and	
charities.

https://cardoemartin.co.uk 
enquiries@cardoemartin.co.uk 
London: 0207 563 8900 
Manchester: 0161 470 2990 
Sheffield: 0114 553 7800

Cardoe Martin – Chartered Building 
Surveyors and Property Consultants 

As a small and successful design 
firm,	we’ve	built	websites	and	
designed promo for everyone 
from	Phones4u	(we	miss	them)	
to	Bellway	Homes.	We’re	the	guys	
behind www.yourwillbedone.co.uk 
(easiest	way	to	make	a	Will	online)	
and	www.d-risk.net	(best	eco	firm	
around).

If	you’re	looking	to	kick-start	your	
marketing	in	2021,	we’ve	never	
been more motivated to help 
you	sell.	We’re	a	diverse	team	
with	a	big	heart	that’s	had	a	big	
impact since 2002 and we want 
to help you smash it this year! 
During Covid, you can join us for 

a no-obligation Zoom call just by 
e-mailing sales@designdynamos.
com	or	call	Kevin	Watson	direct	on	
0161	231	4777.

•	Web	&	Software	Development
•	Design	&	Print
•	Social	Media	&	Advertising
•	Banners	&	Large	Format	Print

www.designdynamos.com 
0161 231 4777

We’ll help you sell and promote  
your business this year

http://www.ar-arch.co.uk
http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
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Adam and Nicola Lloyd-Cox contacted 
Simply Extend as they wanted to revamp the 
kitchen and dining space in their mid-terraced 
Edwardian home, in Hackney, East London. 
The professional couple live with their three-
year-old son, so needed a company that 
would	be	efficient	and	affordable.	

They wanted to collaborate with experts that 
could expertly design and build a side return 
kitchen extension, so enlisted Simply Extend 
to	bring	their	dream	to	life.	They’d	purchased	
the home with a small kitchen and unusable 
garden, but really needed the outdoor space 
for their little boy to enjoy, whilst a large 
kitchen for entertaining was the wish of 
Nicola and Adam. They had bought the house 
with this vision in mind and watched it come 
to fruition in only six months! 

To kickstart the project, Simply Extend 
assigned an architectural team to work with 
Adam and Nicola on creating the area where 
the new, larger kitchen and dining space 
would be. Plans were drawn up, with precise 
measurements and detailed considerations 
made for the types of roof and windows to be 
installed.  

Mount Pleasant: A mid-terraced 
Edwardian with a modern  
kitchen extension
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To make room for the new side return 
kitchen	extension,	the	property’s	existing	
conservatory was removed, with planning 
approval granted from the local council.  

Following approval, the Simply Extend 
construction team were brought in to 
bring the vision to life. Ground works and 
structural teams cleared the space and laid 
the foundations for the new extension build. 
Bricklayers subsequently got to work building 
the shell of the extension, in conjunction with 
the	roofing	team.	Once	made	watertight,	
the internal work could start with plastering, 
electrics and plumbing installed; all expertly 
managed by the team at Simply Extend.

Speaking of their experience, Adam 
commented;	“We	found	that	Simply	Extend	
were incredibly good at managing our 
expectations throughout, letting us know 
what work and expenses to expect and when 
to	expect	them,	so	we	could	prepare.	We	did	
a	lot	of	online	research	to	find	Simply	Extend,	
looking at testimonials, noting common 
complaints and compliments.”

“Simply Extend always seemed to stand out 
as a more trustworthy and affordable option 
and were quick to address any issues. They 
also seemed quite a bit bigger than the 
competitors, meaning there was a shorter 
waiting time in terms of getting started and 
their team was very comprehensive – from 
the survey and drawings right through to 
aftercare.”

http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
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“I also have to say, the build team were the 
hardest	workers	I’ve	personally	ever	seen	
and	the	finish	and	aftercare	were	excellent.	
Whenever	we	were	using	a	third	party	-	for	
windows, doors, garden work etc. - Simply 
Extend were always able to work well with 
them or beat them on price, which was a 
great	added	value	for	our	family.	We	were	
assured that by choosing Simply Extend 
the costs associated with our build would 
remain	fixed,	so	we’d	know	exactly	what	to	
pay and when.”

“I	wouldn’t	hesitate	to	recommend	them,	
especially to families with young children. 
During the process, they completely 
understood that we still needed to live life 
as a family with a young, energetic little 
boy, so they installed a temporary kitchen 
in our living room, complete with a washing 
machine! This meant we were able to 
live at home throughout and minimised 
disruption.”

The	final	result	after	six	months	was	a	
beautiful open plan kitchen and dining 
area, perfect for family nights and 
entertaining guests. Adam and Nicola 
chose to pair a colour palette of soft pink 
with neutral grey accents and occasional 
gold embellishments, producing a stylish 
and contemporary space, that perfectly 
complimented the existing features and 
styles within the home.

Nicola	furthered	Adam’s	comments,	stating;	
“We	love	every	inch	of	the	conversion,	as	
we’re	now	constantly	hosting	friends	and	

family around our kitchen island and our 
little boy is able to make use of the big new 
garden.”

“We	recently	had	the	property	valued	after	
the	extension	and	found	it’s	added	a	value	
to our home – much more than it cost us, 
so	we’re	very	happy	with	that	as	an	added	
bonus to our beautiful new living space.”

www.simplyconstructiongroup.co.uk/
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Hy Spec Services Limited was 
established in 1993 and have been 
providing comprehensive industrial 
painting ever since. As one of 
Scotland’s	leading	industrial	painting	
contractors we are extremely proud 
of the standard of our work, which is 
protecting	and	rustproofing	bridges,	
motorway gantries and many other 
structures across the country. As 
a company we offer a range of 
services including - Mechanical 
preparation, Grit Blasting, Corrosion 
protection, Paint Inspection.

Hy Spec are committed to quality 
and recognise the need to invest in 

training to meet the competency and 
quality levels set by our customers. 

All our workforce are ICATS 
registered	and	certified,	which	has	
helped Hy Spec to become one of the 
first	Scottish	contractors	to	achieve	
the National Highway Sector Scheme 
19A	for	corrosion	protection	(NHSS	
19A).	We	believe	we	can	take	on	any	
job no matter the challenge whether 
it	be	a	confined	space	or	historical	
structure.

Enquiries@hyspecservices.co.uk 
01592 874661  
www.hyspecservices.co.uk

Hy Spec Services Limited

Coatings, Sealants & Paints

A key issue in building conditions 
nowadays is the issue of site 
waste. Not only does it impact 
heavily on the environment which 
is	reflected	in	your	credentials,	the	
shear costs associated with waste 
disposal	is	phenomenol.	Site	Waste	
Management Plans are becoming 
statutory practice for building 
projects over £300,000, recording 
the types of waste and the volume 
of waste generated per job which 
you as construction workers will be 
responsible for.

Bond	It’s	responsibility,	as	one	of	the	

UK’s	fastest	growing	manufacturers	
of sealants, adhesives and building 
chemicals, is to contribute where 
possible in making this achievable 
by introducing innovative, 
environmentally-friendly, sustainable 
packaging! By Introducing the new 
re-usable Reload sealant cartridge 
system, Bond It feels this is the 
answer	to	the	landfill	issue.	It	cuts	
down on waste, it cuts down on time, 
and it cuts down on costs! 

For more information on Bond It 
contact our Sales Team on 01422 
315300 or visit www.bond-it.co.uk.

RELOAD - THE RE-USABLE 
SILICONE CARTRIDGE - BEING 
GREEN AND SAVING MONEY!

Claypaint transforms listed property 
Paragon is a grand Grade 1 Listed Georgian 
Terrace designed by Thomas Attwood and 
built	in	1768.	Situated	in	Bath	city	centre,	it	is	
surrounded by period architecture. Guinness 
World	Record	holder	and	Britain’s	fastest	
snowboarder Jamie	Barrow,	decided	to	take	
on a slower challenge to fully renovate a two 
storey apartment in the terrace.

Jamie re-plastered the apartment in lime to 
ensure it remained breathable. He said: “In 
the basement of a Grade 1 Listed building,  
there were obviously some damp issues. As 
we were not allowed to damp proof these 
buildings, we had to use breathable materials, 
which is why we used lime plaster on the 
walls.”

Jamie decided to use Earthborn  Claypaint 
due to its high level of breathability, thick 
creamy consistency and ease of use. He 
added:	“We	initially	used	a	lime	wash	as	this	
is what was suggested but after many coats it 
just	wasn’t	covering	well.	

This is when I looked into what breathable 
paints are available and came across 
Earthborn Claypaint. I decided to give it a go 
and after just 1 coat it covered amazingly and 

gave a really nice luxury feel. That is why I am 
now using it on my other projects.”

www.earthbornpaints.co.uk

http://www.simplyconstructiongroup.co.uk/
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the basement of a Grade 1 Listed building,  
there were obviously some damp issues. As 
we were not allowed to damp proof these 
buildings, we had to use breathable materials, 
which is why we used lime plaster on the 
walls.”
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www.earthbornpaints.co.uk
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 PROTECTION THAT

PRESERVES THE  OF WOOD

7A Vanguard Way, Battlefield Enterprise Park, Shrewsbury, SY1 3TG,  +44 (0) 1827 59 041
WWW.RUBIOMONOCOAT.CO.UK

• 100% invisible
• Natural look and feel
• Excellent UV protection
• Non-yellowing
• Plant-based resin
• Can be applied on all wood types

• Durable protection
• Water-based
• Scratch-resistant
• 1 component
• Mark resistant
• Easy to apply on brushed and sanded wood

Rubio® Invisible Protector is a plant-based wood 
protection that preserves the natural look and 
feel of your wood. The original surface gets a 
durable protection with an invisible finish. You 
can use Rubio® Invisible Protector on almost all 
wood types and it also preserves the natural look 
and feel of darker wood types. 

And last but certainly not least, Rubio® Invisible 
Protector is based on a revolutionary plant-based 
resin.

At Rubio Monocoat, thinking green comes 
naturally. That’s why Rubio® Invisible Protector 
is the perfect example of our sustainable 
entrepreneurship and vision to lower our 
environmental footprint. By using a revolutionary 
technology based on plant renewable materials, 
Rubio® Invisible Protector contributes to Rubio’s 
EcoConscious story’!

New 
Product!
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EDITOR’S CHOICE

Fix ALL® and the construction 
industry have been sticking together 
for 25 years! The Fix ALL range 
of hybrid polymer sealants and 
adhesives from Soudal continue 
to provide the perfect answer to all 
interior and exterior bonding, sealing 
and	filling	jobs!

Fix ALL® products are based on 
our patented SMX® Hybrid Polymer 
Technology, developed through 
our pioneering chemistry to offer 
formulations with a choice of 

superior	flexibility,	superior	initial	
grab, superior setting speed, 
superior bond strength, or a 
combination of these characteristics 
in both clear and coloured varieties.

We	would	like	to	celebrate	our	25th	
Anniversary with you, which is why 
we have a whole host of product 
releases, packaging innovations 
and national promotions lined up 
for 2021. 

For more info visit: www.soudal.com

25 Years of sticking together!

www.totalcoatingsystems.com

Airless, airless air assisted & HVLP paint sprayers (plus more!)
Wide range of spray guns
Repairs and services
Multitude of spray accessories, including PPE, tips, guards, filters, 
extension poles, seals, air caps, needles, rings & many more...
Supply and installation of spray booths
TTeam of professionals providing valuable and extensive advice only a 
phone call away
Hire services and leasing options available
The Apollo A.S.I master distributors of the UK!

•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

THE FINISH YOU DESERVE

01509 237415
info@totalcoatingsystems.com

AeroTherm is a revolutionary, 1.0 mm 
thick,	insulation	plaster	that	reflects	
the heat from any radiated thermal 
source back on itself, at the speed of 
light! 

AeroTherm saves as much as 35% 
of heating energy, being of particular 
interest for treating solid wall or hard 
to insulate buildings, without changes 
to	the	buildings’	external	appearance,	
or loss of internal room space.

Manufactured from 3M, glass micro-
spheres and Aerogel, AeroTherm 
exceeds energy savings of older 
insulation methods, producing a 
more comfortable living space and 
more	uniform	floor	to	ceiling	heat	

distribution, achieved at lower heating 
thermostat settings.

Applied using conventional plastering 
techniques, AeroTherm can be painted 
or	papered	over,	for	a	final	finish.	

AeroTherm creates warm walls, 
eliminating conditions where 
condensation and subsequent mould 
growth occurs.  

Independently	tested	and	certified,	
AeroTherm has a minimum life 
expectancy in excess of 25 years. 

www.aerotherm.co.com 
info@aerotherm.co.com 
 01202 854767.

AeroTherm

Treatex Hardwax Oil Ultra is our next 
generation Hardwax Oil, designed 
to enhance and protect the natural 
beauty of all your interior timber 
surfaces. Hardwax Oil Ultra follows 
the success of our current formulas 
benefits	of	being	user	friendly,	easy	
to apply, and quick drying, whilst 
improving ease of application and 
the	durability	of	the	finish.

The end result is a hard wearing, 
attractive	finish	in	any	situation	
including,	floors,	doors	and	kitchen	
worktops that is easy to maintain 
with our maintenance products and 
is spot repairable if the surface is 
damaged. 

Treatex Hardwax Oil Ultra is also 
based on the Treatex formulation of 
sustainable raw materials such as 
Bees wax, Carnauba wax, Candilla 
wax,	Linseed	oil,	Sunflower	oil,	
Jojoba oil. It contains no biocides or 
preservatives.

www.treatex.co.uk

Treatex Hardwax Oil Ultra
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Company Name
Highfi eld Group  www.high� eld.co.uk

Location
Doncaster

Sector
Education 

THE SITUATION
Highfi eld Group were moving into new premises in 
Doncaster. The Icon building which was located at 
one of the main entry points into Doncaster town 
centre would be the location for their new business 
headquarters.

Highfi eld approached Visual Group as they were 
requiring new signage throughout the building 
and as a key landmark from the M18 via White Rose 
Way, it was paramount that signage had to stand 
out and be eye catching.

Working alongside their Creative Director and 
colleagues, the project included a number of ideas 
which covered not only the signage for the exterior 
of the building, but also how to bring the offi  ce 
interior to life.

ABOUT
Founded in 1982, The Highfi eld 
Group are now global leaders 
in qualifi cations, end-point 
assessment, training materials, 
e-learning and work with some 
of the world’s most recognisable 
companies.

As an awarding organisation 
Highfi eld off er 250+ qualifi cations 
delivered by over 20,000 trainers 
spread across 50 countries 
covering multiple sectors such 
as retail, health and social care, 
fi nance, customer service, rail and 
engineering, hospitality, logistics, 
aviation, and many more.

CASE
STUDY

T: 01302 800 250     E: sales@visual-group.co.uk

www.visual-group.co.uk

http://www.soudal.com
mailto:info@totalcoatingsystems.com
http://www.totalcoatingsystems.com
http://www.aerotherm.co.com
mailto:info@aerotherm.co.com
http://www.treatex.co.uk
http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
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Top Tips for Choosing Bi-Fold Doors
Neil Ginger, CEO at Origin, offers his advice 
for choosing the perfect bi-fold doors for 
your property.

1. INVEST IN MATERIALS THAT 
LAST 

Before purchasing bi-fold doors, it is vital 
to consider materials. There are three 
materials that tend to be used for bi-fold 
doors – uPVC, wood and aluminium. Each 

has	their	benefits.	For	instance,	uPVC	is	
often the cheapest option, but comes with 
thick sightlines and can warp over time. 
Wooden	frames	look	fantastic	on	period	
properties but require regular maintenance 
to keep them performing well.  

By contrast, aluminium offers a perfect 
combination of strength, durability and 
weight, allowing for narrow frames and 
making it a fantastic option for those 

looking to maximise the amount of light 
let into a property and create the ultimate 
‘wow-factor’.	

Aluminium	is	also	resilient	to	flexing	
and expanding and is the most low-
maintenance option, meaning it offers the 
best return on investment in the long-run. 
What’s	more,	the	Origin	Bi-Fold	Door	comes	
with an industry-leading guarantee of up to 
20 years, offering ultimate peace of mind.

18 - www.refurbandrestore.co.uk www.refurbandrestore.co.uk - 19 

High quality doors will also feature a 
polyamide	thermal	break	in	the	profile,	
which is designed to improve energy 
efficiency,	allowing	homeowners	to	enjoy	
the room all year round.

4. PRIORITISE SAFETY 

As bi-fold doors are likely to link to the 
outside of the property, it is vital to 
prioritise security. 

For maximum safety, check that the 
system conforms to PAS 24:2016 
security standards. Opting for doors that 
incorporate heavy-duty zinc hinges and a 
cylinder lock will also ensure that they are 
resistant to attacks for potential intruders. 
For ultimate reassurance, homeowners 
should opt for doors that are accredited 
with the police-approved Secured by 
Design standard. 

For those with young children in the house, 
we always recommend choosing doors 
with	finger-safe	gaskets	to	stop	little	
hands from getting trapped and magnetic 
catches that can help hold the doors in 
place	whilst	you’re	operating	them.	

For more tips on choosing the right bi-fold 
doors for your home, visit our Advice 
Centre https://origin-global.com/advice-
centre

2. CHOOSE A DESIGN THAT SUITS 
YOUR PROPERTY 

Opting for completely customisable bi-fold 
doors will allow you to create the perfect 
design	to	suit	your	home,	whether	it’s	a	
period property, a newbuild, or anything in 
between. 

High-quality aluminium doors can be 
powder-coated in a huge range of colours, 
including	authentic	wood	grain	finishes	
and two-tone options, so consider whether 
you want your new doors to blend in or 
contrast with the rest of your property.

It is also important to consider the best 
configuration	to	suit	your	home	and	
lifestyle. Bi-fold doors can be installed 
to open from one side, in the middle or 
at various other points. They can also be 
created	to	fit	bays	and	corners,	making	
them more versatile than any other type of 
patio door.

3. CHECK THERMAL EFFICIENCY 
RATINGS 

Before purchasing bi-fold doors, it is 
important	to	consider	thermal	efficiency.	
The	best	indicators	of	thermal	efficiency	
are U-Values which show the amount of 
heat lost in watts per square metre of 
material. The lower the number, the better 
the	thermal	efficiency.	For	instance,	Origin	
doors achieve U-Values as low as 1.2, 
which far exceeds UK requirements. 

http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
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JLC Group have been instrumental 
in providing several products and 
solutions to a wide range of their 
existing and new customers, to 
support them throughout the 
recent and ongoing pandemic. 

With	our	range	of	Personal	
protection screens, Occupancy 
control systems, Body temperature 
monitoring equipment, Touch-free 
switches and Hand sanitisers, we 
are able to help Organisations, 
their staff, customers and visitors 
protect themselves from COVID-19.

Not only can JLC Group supply 
this extensive range of services 
and products, we are also able 
to supply a range of reliable and 

affordable automated doors and 
door automation systems for 
homes, commercial buildings, 
airports, national infrastructure and 
many more. Our aim is to ensure 
that leading edge technology helps 
us to deliver the best solutions to a 
wide	range	of	sectors.	We	source	
our high-quality products from 
suppliers around the globe, giving 
us	the	flexibility	to	ensure	the	
perfect solution for your automated 
doors, or access gates.

Contact	us	today	to	find	out	how	
we can supply a 
solution for your 
project.

www.jlc-group.co.uk

reliable and affordable solutions 
for complex problems

Doors, Windows & Fittings

Top steel window refurbishment 
company,	Associated	Steel	Window	
Services	(ASWS),	has	completed	
a project which saw the full 
refurbishment	of	over	70	steel	
windows and the manufacture of 
ten new ones at Alexandra House in 
Brentford, London.  In 1938, the grade-
II listed, Art Deco style building was a 
health centre and juvenile employment 
bureau; it has recently been converted 
to accommodate the expansion of 
St	Paul’s	Church	of	England	Primary	
School.

A crucial part of the project brief from 
the	Conservation	Officer	was	the	
retention	of	the	original	windows.	With	
strong horizontal glazing-bar patterns, 
the metal casement windows were 
key to the stunning aesthetics of 
Alexandra House as they enhance the 
sentinel	quality	of	the	‘tower	of	health’,	
the	building’s	central	feature.	

Working	to	a	tight	six-month	
programme,	ASWS	removed	each	
window and installed temporary 
panels to secure the openings. 
The windows were then taken 
to	ASWS’s	workshops	where	the	
glazing	and	the	brass	fittings	
were removed and the frames 
taken back to bare metal. After 
thorough assessment, necessary 
repairs were made with some new 
sections inserted and a maritime 
primer coat spray applied to the 
finished	frames.	They	were	then	
reinstalled on site with the single 
glazing traditionally putty-glazed 
before the frames were hand-
painted to meet listed building 
requirements. 

For further information on 
Associated Steel Window Services, 
please visit www.asws.co.uk or 
call 020 8665 5335.

Steel windows from ASWS  
shine in school conversion

The purpose designed Stratus 
aluminium lantern roof system is 
discreet yet stylish. 

Every element of the Stratus 
Thermal Lantern Roof has been 
designed to be exceptional. 

From	the	low	profile	20˚	pitch	that	
keeps sightlines to a minimum and 
slimline bars, views of the sky are 
maximised.	The	discreet	black	finish	
of the perimeter beam ensures that 
the view of the lantern from above 
is	perfect	too	-	all	you’ll	see	is	glass	
and a discreet shadow line.

Designed around an innovative 
thermally broken system, it provides 
excellent thermal performance 

that minimises condensation - 
while delivering the architectural 
refinement	you’d	expect	of	a	high	
end aluminium lantern system.

Available in a range of designs, with 
sizes up to 3m x 6m, this high end, 
high performance lantern roof is 
ideal for modern living. 

Stratus is high-quality British 
engineering at its best.

Contact us today for a quote: 
01200 452904 or  
orders@stratus-lantern.co.uk

A BETTER ROOF LANTERN! 

Goodwood Fitch are manufacturers 
and installers of the highest quality 
traditional British made timber 
sash windows. One of only two 
manufacturers to have achieved 
a BFRC A+ Energy rating for a 
traditional timber sliding sash 
window. 

As a bespoke joinery company 
Goodwood Fitch offer a fully 
bespoke service and is able to 
replicate historical details or 
other	specific	requirements	from	
architects	and	specifiers.	The	
company prides itself on perfecting 
small details that make all the 
difference to discerning customers 

such as the absence of printed text 
on spacer bars, toughening marks 
on	DGU’s,	clear	sight	lines	with	
minimal shadows and top quality 
ironmongery.

1) 100% Accoya timber
2) BFRC A+ Energy rated
3)	4-10-4	Krypton	filled	double	

glazed units
4)	U	1.4	W/m
5) Fensa installers
6) Trust Mark registered
7)	Green	Homes	grant	suitable

Website: www.goodwoodfitch.com
Email: windows@goodwoodfitch.com
Tel: 020 8191 9619

Goodwood FITCH
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JLC Group have been instrumental 
in providing several products and 
solutions to a wide range of their 
existing and new customers, to 
support them throughout the 
recent and ongoing pandemic. 

With	our	range	of	Personal	
protection screens, Occupancy 
control systems, Body temperature 
monitoring equipment, Touch-free 
switches and Hand sanitisers, we 
are able to help Organisations, 
their staff, customers and visitors 
protect themselves from COVID-19.

Not only can JLC Group supply 
this extensive range of services 
and products, we are also able 
to supply a range of reliable and 

affordable automated doors and 
door automation systems for 
homes, commercial buildings, 
airports, national infrastructure and 
many more. Our aim is to ensure 
that leading edge technology helps 
us to deliver the best solutions to a 
wide	range	of	sectors.	We	source	
our high-quality products from 
suppliers around the globe, giving 
us	the	flexibility	to	ensure	the	
perfect solution for your automated 
doors, or access gates.

Contact	us	today	to	find	out	how	
we can supply a 
solution for your 
project.

www.jlc-group.co.uk

reliable and affordable solutions 
for complex problems

Doors, Windows & Fittings

Top steel window refurbishment 
company,	Associated	Steel	Window	
Services	(ASWS),	has	completed	
a project which saw the full 
refurbishment	of	over	70	steel	
windows and the manufacture of 
ten new ones at Alexandra House in 
Brentford, London.  In 1938, the grade-
II listed, Art Deco style building was a 
health centre and juvenile employment 
bureau; it has recently been converted 
to accommodate the expansion of 
St	Paul’s	Church	of	England	Primary	
School.

A crucial part of the project brief from 
the	Conservation	Officer	was	the	
retention	of	the	original	windows.	With	
strong horizontal glazing-bar patterns, 
the metal casement windows were 
key to the stunning aesthetics of 
Alexandra House as they enhance the 
sentinel	quality	of	the	‘tower	of	health’,	
the	building’s	central	feature.	

Working	to	a	tight	six-month	
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to	ASWS’s	workshops	where	the	
glazing	and	the	brass	fittings	
were removed and the frames 
taken back to bare metal. After 
thorough assessment, necessary 
repairs were made with some new 
sections inserted and a maritime 
primer coat spray applied to the 
finished	frames.	They	were	then	
reinstalled on site with the single 
glazing traditionally putty-glazed 
before the frames were hand-
painted to meet listed building 
requirements. 

For further information on 
Associated Steel Window Services, 
please visit www.asws.co.uk or 
call 020 8665 5335.
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shine in school conversion
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aluminium lantern roof system is 
discreet yet stylish. 

Every element of the Stratus 
Thermal Lantern Roof has been 
designed to be exceptional. 

From	the	low	profile	20˚	pitch	that	
keeps sightlines to a minimum and 
slimline bars, views of the sky are 
maximised.	The	discreet	black	finish	
of the perimeter beam ensures that 
the view of the lantern from above 
is	perfect	too	-	all	you’ll	see	is	glass	
and a discreet shadow line.

Designed around an innovative 
thermally broken system, it provides 
excellent thermal performance 

that minimises condensation - 
while delivering the architectural 
refinement	you’d	expect	of	a	high	
end aluminium lantern system.

Available in a range of designs, with 
sizes up to 3m x 6m, this high end, 
high performance lantern roof is 
ideal for modern living. 

Stratus is high-quality British 
engineering at its best.

Contact us today for a quote: 
01200 452904 or  
orders@stratus-lantern.co.uk

A BETTER ROOF LANTERN! 

Goodwood Fitch are manufacturers 
and installers of the highest quality 
traditional British made timber 
sash windows. One of only two 
manufacturers to have achieved 
a BFRC A+ Energy rating for a 
traditional timber sliding sash 
window. 

As a bespoke joinery company 
Goodwood Fitch offer a fully 
bespoke service and is able to 
replicate historical details or 
other	specific	requirements	from	
architects	and	specifiers.	The	
company prides itself on perfecting 
small details that make all the 
difference to discerning customers 

such as the absence of printed text 
on spacer bars, toughening marks 
on	DGU’s,	clear	sight	lines	with	
minimal shadows and top quality 
ironmongery.

1) 100% Accoya timber
2) BFRC A+ Energy rated
3)	4-10-4	Krypton	filled	double	

glazed units
4)	U	1.4	W/m
5) Fensa installers
6) Trust Mark registered
7)	Green	Homes	grant	suitable

Website: www.goodwoodfitch.com
Email: windows@goodwoodfitch.com
Tel: 020 8191 9619

Goodwood FITCH
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PANIC HARDWARE ACOUSTIC SEALS

LOUVRESPORTHOLES

LOCKS AND CYLINDERSPOWER TRANSFER UNITS

FINGER PROTECTION DOOR STAYS

SPECIALIST
ARCHITECTURAL

HARDWARE SUPPLIERS
TO THE DOOR

OPENINGS INDUSTRY
FLUSH BOLTS VISION FRAMES

Doors, Windows & Fittings

It’s	almost	200	years	ago	when	
Crittall pioneered the original, iconic 
steel	window	frames.	Modified	
over	the	years	to	meet	today’s	
stringent regulations, hand-crafted 
Crittall windows, doors and screens 
undoubtedly add value to a home 
with bespoke, timeless, design for 
every application.  

World	famous	for	minimalist,	
slim	profiles	and	sightlines,	the	
company’s	products	are	equally	as	
popular today with people looking 
to make a statement about their 
property through renovation, new or 
self-build projects.

Innovative development using 
steel has led to creative multiple-
use options from room dividers to 
shower	screens	adding glamour	
and	elegance. 	Cleverly	dividing	
space and letting in light, acoustic 
properties make interior screens 
particularly suitable for partitioning 
kitchens,	living	areas,	home	offices	
and more, with glazing options to 
reduce noise and allow privacy.

The company prides itself on 
its manufacturing expertise, 
using handcrafted, centuries-
old techniques with skills and 
craftsmanship that can rarely 
be matched. Crittall windows, 
doors and screens are virtually 
maintenance-free,	finished	in	any	
colour with galvanised, factory 
applied powder-coating to last a 
lifetime. A discreet plaque stamps 

Crittall authenticity and approval 
allowing	identification	of	genuine	
Crittall products. 

INSTALL ONLY THE ORIGINAL, 
GENUINE MAKE

Russell Ager, managing director at 
Crittall	Windows,	says:

“There is only one genuine Crittall 
brand of windows and doors, 
stamped as the authentic product 
our customers deserve.

“We	place	considerable	emphasis	on	
communicating our key message of 
Crittall authenticity based on quality, 
craftsmanship and British heritage.

“When	a	customer	buys	a	window	sold	
by reference to the Crittall name, they 
need	assurance	that	it’s	the	genuine	
item	made	by	Crittall	Windows.”

www.crittall-windows.co.uk

AUTHENTIC CRITTALL – THE REAL STEEL DEAL

Photo: John Knight Glass and David 
Godfrey Photography

Plumstead Library, originally 
constructed in 1903 and located in 
the Royal Borough of Greenwich, 
has recently undergone a dramatic 
renovation project. Having 
previously been under-used, the 
building	is	now	a	fully	fit	for	purpose	
21st century public library. This 
impressive transformation involved 
the creation of a community centre, 
a sport and gym centre and, of 
course, the restoration of the 
libraries for adults and children. 

A	significant	part	of	the	project	
was the full refurbishment of all 
33 windows which included an 
impressive 124 individual window 
frames. 

For this important and large job, 
Steel	Window	Association	member	
ASWS	were	entrusted	with	the	
completion. The library is a Grade 
II-listed building and so the work 
required careful consideration, 
planning and unparalleled expertise. 
Modernisation has been carried 
out in a way that bridges the gap 
between old and new, preserving 
traditional charm and increasing 
functionality at the same time. 

For further information on the Steel 
Window Association, please visit 
www.steel-window-association.
co.uk or call 020 3475 8049

Plumstead Library’s next chapter  
with a story of steel 

XR59354J001 14-May-2018 7:53

22 - www.refurbandrestore.co.uk www.refurbandrestore.co.uk - 23 

VICAIMA LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE 
STRENGTHENING THE USER'S EXPERIENCE
Always aiming to build the perfect online 
experience for its customers and partners, 
Vicaima, one of the largest European 
players in the production of sophisticated 
solutions for interior doors, wardrobes 
and panels, has just launched a new 
website, which aims to improve the ease 
of navigation for its users, providing 
spontaneous and differentiating interaction 
with all features and tools.  Yet another 
innovation, from a company which is 
continuously investing in a close, modern 
and intuitive digital footprint.

Among the new features, Vicaima 
highlights the speed of the platform 
and the contemporary, functional and 
responsive redesign, strategically created 
to facilitate the search process for users, 
in line with their intentions, needs and 
desires.

Thus, the new website is characterized 
by dynamism, accompanied by carefully 
selected content, as well as a wide range 
of products, performance and solutions, 
with a view to boosting the digital 
presence of the brand in the national and 
international arena.

This redesign includes aesthetic 
improvements allowing for more 
immersive experimentation and improved 
navigation, which allows visitors to easily 
find	the	information	they	need.

“After many months of work and dedication 
by our entire team, we are very pleased 
with the launch of the new Vicaima 
website.	This	latest	step	reflects	the	
company's ability to anticipate trends, 
innovate, propose complete and exciting 
proposals	to	the	market.	With	the	new	
website, the user can easily and intuitively 
access the commercialized products, 
news, catalogues, technical information, 
projects and news, as well as request the 

download of BIM solutions from Vicaima, 
quickly	and	effectively.	We	believe	that	
we will strengthen our position as one of 
the	dominant	players	in	the	market.	With	
the new design, we expect an increase in 
the number of visitors and consumption 
of	content	on	our	page.	We	look	forward	
to feedback and the new and exciting 
developments to come ", stresses Antonio 
Moutinho, Director at Vicaima Group.

The new Vicaima page thus highlights 
the company's willingness to invest in a 
digital sphere that provides the best user 
experience for its customer. The renewal 
follows, precisely, the thought provoking 
attitude of the brand towards the different 
markets in which it operates. This is also 
related to an integrated multichannel 
strategy, which reconciles the company's 
multiple digital tools, placing it, once again, 
at the forefront of the sector.

Vicaima is currently one of the biggest 
European players in the design and 

production of sophisticated solutions for 
interior doors, technical doors, frames, 
wardrobes, panels and furniture parts. 
Its positioning is based on the ability 
to develop integrated and customized 
solutions, oriented to different sectors, 
namely housing, hotel, health, education 
and commercial. Innovative and 
trendsetter, Vicaima has a constant 
concern	for	sustainability,	being	the	first	
Portuguese company in the sector to 
obtain FSC®	(Forest	Stewardship	Council®) 
certification.	Founded	in	Portugal,	it	has	
a direct presence in countries such as the 
United Kingdom and Spain and exports 
95% of its production to markets ranging 
from Europe to the African continent, 
passing through the United Arab Emirates 
and the American continent.

For further information, visit the Vicaima 
website www.vicaima.com
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It’s	almost	200	years	ago	when	
Crittall pioneered the original, iconic 
steel	window	frames.	Modified	
over	the	years	to	meet	today’s	
stringent regulations, hand-crafted 
Crittall windows, doors and screens 
undoubtedly add value to a home 
with bespoke, timeless, design for 
every application.  

World	famous	for	minimalist,	
slim	profiles	and	sightlines,	the	
company’s	products	are	equally	as	
popular today with people looking 
to make a statement about their 
property through renovation, new or 
self-build projects.

Innovative development using 
steel has led to creative multiple-
use options from room dividers to 
shower	screens	adding glamour	
and	elegance. 	Cleverly	dividing	
space and letting in light, acoustic 
properties make interior screens 
particularly suitable for partitioning 
kitchens,	living	areas,	home	offices	
and more, with glazing options to 
reduce noise and allow privacy.
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its manufacturing expertise, 
using handcrafted, centuries-
old techniques with skills and 
craftsmanship that can rarely 
be matched. Crittall windows, 
doors and screens are virtually 
maintenance-free,	finished	in	any	
colour with galvanised, factory 
applied powder-coating to last a 
lifetime. A discreet plaque stamps 
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allowing	identification	of	genuine	
Crittall products. 
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Russell Ager, managing director at 
Crittall	Windows,	says:

“There is only one genuine Crittall 
brand of windows and doors, 
stamped as the authentic product 
our customers deserve.

“We	place	considerable	emphasis	on	
communicating our key message of 
Crittall authenticity based on quality, 
craftsmanship and British heritage.

“When	a	customer	buys	a	window	sold	
by reference to the Crittall name, they 
need	assurance	that	it’s	the	genuine	
item	made	by	Crittall	Windows.”
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constructed in 1903 and located in 
the Royal Borough of Greenwich, 
has recently undergone a dramatic 
renovation project. Having 
previously been under-used, the 
building	is	now	a	fully	fit	for	purpose	
21st century public library. This 
impressive transformation involved 
the creation of a community centre, 
a sport and gym centre and, of 
course, the restoration of the 
libraries for adults and children. 

A	significant	part	of	the	project	
was the full refurbishment of all 
33 windows which included an 
impressive 124 individual window 
frames. 

For this important and large job, 
Steel	Window	Association	member	
ASWS	were	entrusted	with	the	
completion. The library is a Grade 
II-listed building and so the work 
required careful consideration, 
planning and unparalleled expertise. 
Modernisation has been carried 
out in a way that bridges the gap 
between old and new, preserving 
traditional charm and increasing 
functionality at the same time. 
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Vicaima, one of the largest European 
players in the production of sophisticated 
solutions for interior doors, wardrobes 
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in line with their intentions, needs and 
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selected content, as well as a wide range 
of products, performance and solutions, 
with a view to boosting the digital 
presence of the brand in the national and 
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digital sphere that provides the best user 
experience for its customer. The renewal 
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attitude of the brand towards the different 
markets in which it operates. This is also 
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multiple digital tools, placing it, once again, 
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Its positioning is based on the ability 
to develop integrated and customized 
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Portuguese company in the sector to 
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TOUCH 
IRONMONGERY LTD

210 Fulham Road, Chelsea London SW10 9PJ

Originally called “A Touch 
of Brass”, the firm 
changed their name in 
2003 in reaction to slowly 

advancing market changes in 
architectural ironmongery which is 
no longer supplied solely in brass, 
and to also reflect the broader 
range of product and finishes that 
they sell.

In fact today, Touch can supply a 
wide range of finishes including 
Brass, Satin Brass, Polished 
Chrome, Polished Nickel, Satin 
Nickel, Copper, Bronze – solid 
and plated, BMA, Antique Brass, 
Black, Pewter, Ceramic, Leather, 
Stainless Steel, Satin Stainless 
Steel, Gun Metal, and the list 
keeps growing. Whatever finish 
you require, Touch can help you 
get the right look.

Touch occupy their recently 
refurbished showroom at 210 
Fulham Road, Chelsea, where 
they display a vast range of their 
5,000 products. With a customer 
base including Interior Designers, 
Builders and Individuals who are 
interested in the quality end of 
the Ironmongery market, Touch 
mainly supply to residential 
premises but hotel and office 
properties also contribute to their 
vast clientele.

The company also have a healthy 
export market to all corners of the 
world, namely the Middle East, 
Europe and the Americas. Touch’s 
owner and founder, Bill Benham, 
has 38 years’ experience in the 
ironmongery trade, as do his 
colleagues Jim Haselup and Alan 
Blanchard. Saleem Qureshi is the 
newest member of our team and 
has 10 years’ experience, meaning 
their knowledge is unrivalled in 
this industry.

The range of products supplied 
by Touch date from circa 1640 
French  (Louise XIV)  and cover 
all subsequent periods (Georgian, 
Edwardian & Victorian), art deco 
and contemporary pieces also 
make up the product ranges. In 
addition, Touch showcases the 
very best of British manufacturing; 
the best ranges are still produced 
in the Midlands by craftsmen in 
factories dating back 200 years or 
more. 

Touch Ironmongery have recently 
become suppliers for 
Designer Doorware (Australia) 
who have beautiful products with 
a cutting edge design Metal , 
Wood and concrete. We also have 
the exclusive rights to sell the 
Olaria (Barcelona) range in the 
UK. 

Olaria make all our bespoke 
products, they have incredible 
levels of workmanship. Touch 
also sell European manufactured 
goods which is considered to be of 
a very good quality and in recent 
years they have introduced some 
of the far eastern made products, 
albeit in a limited range but cost 
effective. With trends continuously 
evolving new innovative products 
are constantly under development. 
Touch understand that keeping 
up with the fashion-shifts is 
imperative in order to provide 
every customer with the best 
solution for their requirements.

Ironmongery can be a difficult 
and complicated aspect od a 
building project, as a result Touch 
aim to take this awkward aspect 
and make it user friendly and 
clear to understand by offering 
an on-site service where they 
carry out a detailed door by 
door, window by window, room 
by room Ironmongery schedule, 
highlighting all requirements and 
identifying any items that can 
be refurbished. Refurbishment 
is a large part of the business; 
Touch will undertake complete 
ironmongery refurbishment 
projects, and can restore old paint 
covered door furniture to their 
former glory, looking as new, at a 
fraction of the cost to replace.

For more information about Touch Ironmongery or to arrange a 
showroom visit please call 0207 351 2255 or alternatively 

visit www.atouchofbrass.co.uk

THE PERFECT TOUCH

www.atouchofbrass.co.uk

Touch Ironmongery is one of London’s leading Architectural Ironmongers
Established in October 1982

http://www.atouchofbrass.co.uk
http://www.atouchofbrass.co.uk
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North London based XUL Architecture have 
demolished and rebuilt this family home in 
East	Finchley	creating	a	light-filled	house	with	
views to the garden.

Located in a quiet cul-de-sac, just outside the 
Hampstead	Garden	Suburb,	the	family	of	five	
had purchased the house which needed a 
full refurbishment. They decided to live in the 
property	first	for	a	year	to	better	understand	
their needs.

House renovations are common in London 
as there is a wide variety of traditional 
housing stock that rarely suits the size and 
activity	of	a	family	in	the	21st	Century.	When	
considering their renovation, this family 
turned to XUL Architecture to explore the best 
layout	for	their	needs.	With	the	considerable	
renovation suggestions, XUL produced a cost 
for two options: to renovate or demolish.

As a semi-detached property, there is often 
a pre-conception that demolition is not an 
option, however with steel structures to 
support the neighbouring house it can prove 
to be an option that is best for the project.

XUL Architecture Rebuild a  
Semi-Detached House in North London

Photos: Matt Clayton
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“By demolishing the existing building, the 
new	home	would	be	classified	as	a	Self-
Build project which does not attract VAT. 
This reduced the cost to the homeowner 
by	20%.	When	compared	against	a	
renovation project which would be charged 
VAT, this was a more favourable approach.” 
—	Sebastian	Sandler,	XUL’s	Managing	
Director

This social family wanted an open plan 
kitchen, dining and family area that would 
allow them to entertain. They also needed 
a large playroom for the kids that would 
work with them as they grow. The house 
has a beautiful garden but the existing 
arrangement was not making the most of 
the views so it was important to open up 
as much of the rear spaces to the garden 
and to create a view of the garden from 
the front entrance so that light carried 
throughout. The lower level at the rear 
provided an ideal opportunity to add a 
basement looking out on to the garden.

http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
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The Self-Build home reinstated the front 
elevation with minor alterations and 
extensions to match the neighbouring 
property. A full basement provides a guest 
bedroom with seating area, games room 
with gym, spa consisting of sauna, steam  
room,  shower, relaxation area and utility 
with	storage.	With	nine	additional	rooms,	
XUL increased the net internal area from 
158.85m²	to	a	total	of	378.60m²	(a	138%	
increase).

The tilted skylight above the dining room is 
angled to maximise the ingress of light. It 
was designed to have an integrated electric 
blind for moments when the sun would be 
too strong.

A	mirror-clad	light	tunnel	in	the	children’s	
bathroom	fills	this	internal	room	with	natural	
daylight. The bathroom is within the centre of 
the house, therefore would usually be a dark 
space, however, the space above the bath is 
opened drawing light down from the skylight 
via a series of angled mirrors. At night the 
mirrors	reflect	LED	lights	which	are	set	within	
the tunnel.

It was important to create close 
communication with the semi-detached 
neighbours as they would be affected by a 
demolition project. XUL presented the project 
to the local community in its early stages 
which proved effective in dealing with queries 
and helped to gain planning permission from 
Barnet Council with minimum objections.

XUL Architecture – Inspired by Natural Light 
xularchitecture.co.uk  
info@xularchitecture.co.uk
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BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS  
WITH MARLEY ALUTEC
As an experienced installer, Shaun Scott 
understands	the	importance	of	finding	high-
quality solutions, which combine traditional 
style with modern performance. That is why 
he	specified	and	installed	products	from	
aluminium guttering and drainage system 
specialist, Marley Alutec, and its Traditional 
and Tudor ranges during a recent renovation 
of his own heritage property. 

Located in Insch in the Scottish countryside, 
Shaun	Scott’s	200	year-old	home	is	a	
traditional farmhouse that had been left 
derelict prior to Shaun purchasing the 
property. As such, the rustic property, which 
consists mainly of natural stone and timber 
features, was in desperate need of an 
exterior renovation, including refurbishment 
of its old cast iron guttering, rainwater 
drainage and eaves. 

For	Shaun,	2016’s	UK	Plumber	of	the	Year,	
the	challenge	was	to	find	products	that	
would	fit	with	the	pre-existing	farmhouse	
aesthetic but still provide the performance 
upgrade	that	was	needed.	Shaun	first	
became familiar with Marley Alutec 
through his membership with the Scottish 
&	Northern	Ireland	Plumbing	Employers’	
Federation	(SNIPEF),	of	which	Marley	Alutec	
is also an associate member. On meeting 
the	company’s	Area	Sales	Manager	for	
Scotland at a SNIPEF event, Shaun was 
introduced to its Traditional range. This 
innovative aluminium solution provides 
a low cost replacement for cast iron 
downpipes delivering an accurate aesthetic 

match, long lasting durability with zero 
maintenance and an easy installation. 

All	of	Marley	Alutec’s	products	are	
manufactured from aluminium, which is an 
ideal substrate for polyester powder coating. 
As such, the company is able to offer 
rainwater solutions as a direct replacement 
for bolted cast iron in a textured polyester 
coated	finish	called	Heritage	Black.	This	
means cast iron products can be replaced 
with enhanced systems that are visually 
identical,	even	down	to	the	fittings.	For	
Shaun, choosing products from the 
Traditional range meant that he could 
maintain the existing heritage aesthetic 
at his property, whilst also ensuring a 
large	flow	capacity	and	minimal	future	
maintenance.	What’s	more,	as	aluminium	
is up-to 65 per cent lighter than cast iron, 
rainwater systems manufactured from the 
material are easy to transport and install, 
especially for a single tradesperson. 

For his own project, Shaun opted for a 
Traditional half-round gutter system with 
Tudor range downpipes, all in Heritage 
Black, perfectly replicating the original cast 
iron system. 

Shaun	commented:	“Working	with	Marley	
Alutec	has	helped	me	to	meet	specific	
project goals in a timely, cost-effective 
manner. I was already familiar with the 
company’s	solutions	and	the	benefits	
of using aluminium rainwater solutions 
over alternative materials. Even so, it was 

fantastic	to	experience	those	benefits	for	
myself.	From	the	deep	flow	rate,	to	its	ease-
of-installation,	it’s	clear	that	I	have	made	the	
right	choice.	What’s	more,	Marley	Alutec’s	
team has been on hand to support me 
every	step	of	the	way,	from	specification,	to	
installation, which I am very grateful for.”

Marley	Alutec’s	Scottish	Area	Sales	
Manager, Drummond McKenzie visited 
the property and helped Shaun through 
the	specification	and	installation	process.	
Drummond commented: “Given the unusual 
shape	and	style	of	the	property’s	roof,	it	was	
necessary for us to produce a number of 
bespoke downpipes to match the original 
pipe work. Similarly, due to some uneven 
surfaces on the exterior of the older building, 
it was necessary for our technical team 
to design a number of special offsets to 
take link the guttering and the downpipes, 
without which the downpipe would have 
been sitting too far out from the wall.”

“Thankfully, due to the combination of our 
extensive distributor network and short lead-
times we were able to generate and deliver 
these bespoke elements to site in a timely 
manner, helping to avoid costly delays and 
keep	Shaun’s	renovation	on	schedule.”	
 

For more information about Marley Alutec 
and its aluminium rainwater systems, 
please visit: www.marleyalutec.co.uk.

http://xularchitecture.co.uk
mailto:info@xularchitecture.co.uk
http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk


28 - www.refurbandrestore.co.uk

The Self-Build home reinstated the front 
elevation with minor alterations and 
extensions to match the neighbouring 
property. A full basement provides a guest 
bedroom with seating area, games room 
with gym, spa consisting of sauna, steam  
room,  shower, relaxation area and utility 
with	storage.	With	nine	additional	rooms,	
XUL increased the net internal area from 
158.85m²	to	a	total	of	378.60m²	(a	138%	
increase).

The tilted skylight above the dining room is 
angled to maximise the ingress of light. It 
was designed to have an integrated electric 
blind for moments when the sun would be 
too strong.

A	mirror-clad	light	tunnel	in	the	children’s	
bathroom	fills	this	internal	room	with	natural	
daylight. The bathroom is within the centre of 
the house, therefore would usually be a dark 
space, however, the space above the bath is 
opened drawing light down from the skylight 
via a series of angled mirrors. At night the 
mirrors	reflect	LED	lights	which	are	set	within	
the tunnel.

It was important to create close 
communication with the semi-detached 
neighbours as they would be affected by a 
demolition project. XUL presented the project 
to the local community in its early stages 
which proved effective in dealing with queries 
and helped to gain planning permission from 
Barnet Council with minimum objections.

XUL Architecture – Inspired by Natural Light 
xularchitecture.co.uk  
info@xularchitecture.co.uk

28 - www.refurbandrestore.co.uk www.refurbandrestore.co.uk - 29 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS  
WITH MARLEY ALUTEC
As an experienced installer, Shaun Scott 
understands	the	importance	of	finding	high-
quality solutions, which combine traditional 
style with modern performance. That is why 
he	specified	and	installed	products	from	
aluminium guttering and drainage system 
specialist, Marley Alutec, and its Traditional 
and Tudor ranges during a recent renovation 
of his own heritage property. 

Located in Insch in the Scottish countryside, 
Shaun	Scott’s	200	year-old	home	is	a	
traditional farmhouse that had been left 
derelict prior to Shaun purchasing the 
property. As such, the rustic property, which 
consists mainly of natural stone and timber 
features, was in desperate need of an 
exterior renovation, including refurbishment 
of its old cast iron guttering, rainwater 
drainage and eaves. 

For	Shaun,	2016’s	UK	Plumber	of	the	Year,	
the	challenge	was	to	find	products	that	
would	fit	with	the	pre-existing	farmhouse	
aesthetic but still provide the performance 
upgrade	that	was	needed.	Shaun	first	
became familiar with Marley Alutec 
through his membership with the Scottish 
&	Northern	Ireland	Plumbing	Employers’	
Federation	(SNIPEF),	of	which	Marley	Alutec	
is also an associate member. On meeting 
the	company’s	Area	Sales	Manager	for	
Scotland at a SNIPEF event, Shaun was 
introduced to its Traditional range. This 
innovative aluminium solution provides 
a low cost replacement for cast iron 
downpipes delivering an accurate aesthetic 

match, long lasting durability with zero 
maintenance and an easy installation. 

All	of	Marley	Alutec’s	products	are	
manufactured from aluminium, which is an 
ideal substrate for polyester powder coating. 
As such, the company is able to offer 
rainwater solutions as a direct replacement 
for bolted cast iron in a textured polyester 
coated	finish	called	Heritage	Black.	This	
means cast iron products can be replaced 
with enhanced systems that are visually 
identical,	even	down	to	the	fittings.	For	
Shaun, choosing products from the 
Traditional range meant that he could 
maintain the existing heritage aesthetic 
at his property, whilst also ensuring a 
large	flow	capacity	and	minimal	future	
maintenance.	What’s	more,	as	aluminium	
is up-to 65 per cent lighter than cast iron, 
rainwater systems manufactured from the 
material are easy to transport and install, 
especially for a single tradesperson. 

For his own project, Shaun opted for a 
Traditional half-round gutter system with 
Tudor range downpipes, all in Heritage 
Black, perfectly replicating the original cast 
iron system. 

Shaun	commented:	“Working	with	Marley	
Alutec	has	helped	me	to	meet	specific	
project goals in a timely, cost-effective 
manner. I was already familiar with the 
company’s	solutions	and	the	benefits	
of using aluminium rainwater solutions 
over alternative materials. Even so, it was 

fantastic	to	experience	those	benefits	for	
myself.	From	the	deep	flow	rate,	to	its	ease-
of-installation,	it’s	clear	that	I	have	made	the	
right	choice.	What’s	more,	Marley	Alutec’s	
team has been on hand to support me 
every	step	of	the	way,	from	specification,	to	
installation, which I am very grateful for.”

Marley	Alutec’s	Scottish	Area	Sales	
Manager, Drummond McKenzie visited 
the property and helped Shaun through 
the	specification	and	installation	process.	
Drummond commented: “Given the unusual 
shape	and	style	of	the	property’s	roof,	it	was	
necessary for us to produce a number of 
bespoke downpipes to match the original 
pipe work. Similarly, due to some uneven 
surfaces on the exterior of the older building, 
it was necessary for our technical team 
to design a number of special offsets to 
take link the guttering and the downpipes, 
without which the downpipe would have 
been sitting too far out from the wall.”

“Thankfully, due to the combination of our 
extensive distributor network and short lead-
times we were able to generate and deliver 
these bespoke elements to site in a timely 
manner, helping to avoid costly delays and 
keep	Shaun’s	renovation	on	schedule.”	
 

For more information about Marley Alutec 
and its aluminium rainwater systems, 
please visit: www.marleyalutec.co.uk.

http://www.marleyalutec.co.uk
http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk


30 - www.refurbandrestore.co.uk

Whether	its	an	unreliable	or	leaking	supply	or	
discovery of lead supply pipes, water supply 
pipe replacement is not undertaken lightly.  

Water	suppliers	can	insist	on	leaking	pipes	
being repaired or replaced, and lead supply 
pipes are surprisingly common. Although the 
use of lead in plumbing has been banned in 
the UK for over 50 years, there are still many 
properties where lead contamination of 
water	is	a	risk.		Properties	built	before	1970	
would have been constructed with lead water 
supply pipes, with up to a third of these older 
properties in the UK still receiving their water 
through these original lead pipes.1   Awareness 
of the potential health problems caused by lead 
in the water supply, particularly in infants and 
children is growing and the only totally secure 
method to reduce lead levels in the water 
supply is to replace the original supply with 
modern plastic pipe.

Whilst	Grant	aid	may	be	available	to	assist	
lead pipe replacement programmes, and 
some	water	suppliers,	such	as	Welsh	Water	
are providing fully funded lead replacement 
programmes2, the disruption to the 
householder is enough to deter many from 
water supply pipe replacement.  

INSUduct is the only option to provide a fast 
and effective solution where total supply 
replacement is required. It can be completed in 
under 2 hours and with minimal impact on the 
householder.

Water supply pipes replacement in under 2 hours 
…no major excavations, minimal disruption

Unlike traditional methods, INSUduct allows 
the new water service to be routed up the 
external face of the building and connected 
to the internal plumbing above ground level, 
whether	this	is	the	ground	floor	or	upper	storey.		
INSUduct is carefully fabricated to provide 
long lasting and effective thermal protection 
to	water	pipes	and	fittings	outside	the	thermal	
envelope of a building. There is little impact on 
the exterior appearance of the property, as the 
INSUduct	system	provides	a	neat,	clean	finish	
to the job. 

An INSUduct supply replacement requires 
one simple core drilled hole through the wall, 
at an appropriate point to connect with the 
internal plumbing, this enables most lead 

replacement operations to be completed within 
a couple of hours, without undue disruption to 
householders/occupiers.		

INSUduct  is also ideal for projects where new 
multiple supplies are required as it allows 
for up to three 32mm OD water supply pipes 
to be installed to the exterior of the building.  
Combined with the Groundbreaker water 
management system, it provides the most 
efficient	solution	to	installation	on	new	water	
services, saving both time and money.

For more information please see our web site 
www.groundbreaker.co.uk/INSUduct or search 
“Watersafe/lead in water” or your local water 
company.
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Moduleo® engineered 
vinyl receives update
Leading	vinyl	flooring	specialist,	
Moduleo®, has expanded its latest 
collection, LayRed, with four new wood 
designs, 24 new shades and a new larger 
plank size.
 
The update brings new colours across 
Moduleo’s	most	popular	wood	designs;	
Sierra Oak, Laurel Oak, Country Oak and 
Mountain Oak. 

These new styles are Embossed in 
Register	(EIR)	during	production	to	provide	
an ultra-realistic texture and the planks 
are now 25 per cent larger at 149.4cm x 
20.9cm.

Since its launch in August 2019, 
Moduleo® LayRed has proven to be the 
product of choice for renovation projects. 
Its integrated underlay and strong core 
enable the bridging of unevenness over 
existing	floors	and	a	wealth	of	different	
styles make it popular when it comes to 
refreshing the home.  

With	minimal	preparation	required,	LayRed	
uses CLICK technology which removes 
the need for adhesive and instead uses a 
practical tooth-groove connection.
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Matthew	Brook, national	sales	manager	
for IVC Group UK and Eire, commented: 
“We’re	proud	to	expand	on	this	successful	
collection to offer retailers more choice 
when it comes to stocking and selling the 
flooring.	

“We	believe	our	engineered	vinyl	collection	
can face up to almost any challenge, 
boasting	all	the	benefits	of	its	natural	
counterparts but with added plus points 
such as being warm underfoot and scratch 
and stain resistant. 

“The easy maintenance of engineered 
vinyl, alongside its strong sound and heat 
insulation properties, can change how 
you think about and design a room. Once 
people	discover	LayRed	they	realise	they’re	
exploring a modern alternative to natural 
materials which is built to last and easy to 
apply.”

Part of the Belgian-headquartered 
IVC	Group,	the	world’s	largest	flooring	
producer, Moduleo® utilises state-of-the-
art technology to create grains, knots 
and grooves that fully mimic the surface 
texture of wood and stone, resulting in 
authentic structure and depth.

For more information on Moduleo’s latest 
products, visit www.moduleo.co.uk or call 
01332 851 500 
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the need for adhesive and instead uses a 
practical tooth-groove connection.
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Matthew	Brook, national	sales	manager	
for IVC Group UK and Eire, commented: 
“We’re	proud	to	expand	on	this	successful	
collection to offer retailers more choice 
when it comes to stocking and selling the 
flooring.	

“We	believe	our	engineered	vinyl	collection	
can face up to almost any challenge, 
boasting	all	the	benefits	of	its	natural	
counterparts but with added plus points 
such as being warm underfoot and scratch 
and stain resistant. 

“The easy maintenance of engineered 
vinyl, alongside its strong sound and heat 
insulation properties, can change how 
you think about and design a room. Once 
people	discover	LayRed	they	realise	they’re	
exploring a modern alternative to natural 
materials which is built to last and easy to 
apply.”

Part of the Belgian-headquartered 
IVC	Group,	the	world’s	largest	flooring	
producer, Moduleo® utilises state-of-the-
art technology to create grains, knots 
and grooves that fully mimic the surface 
texture of wood and stone, resulting in 
authentic structure and depth.

For more information on Moduleo’s latest 
products, visit www.moduleo.co.uk or call 
01332 851 500 

http://www.moduleo.co.uk
http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
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Cableflor	is	a	low-profile	cable	
management	floor	system.	Designed	
and made in the UK from recycled 
plastic,	our	award-winning	floor	is	
only 2cm high and 5kgs per metre 
square sheet. 

Rapid Installation: Each sheet clips 
onto	the	next,	without	any	fixings	or	
tools required. Sheets are made up 
of 10cm square tiles - simply remove 
a tile wherever you need your power 
or data to be positioned. Trim to size 
and shape by tearing off rows or 
segments.

Suitable for:

•  refurbishments and renovations, 
including rental premises, Listed 
Buildings

•		underfloor	heating	in	loft	&	garden	
rooms and garages

•		home	office	projects
Contact us for details and a free 
sample pack by emailing info@
cableflor.co.uk

Visit our website www.cableflor.co.uk 
for prices, photos and videos

Cableflor

FLOORS & FLOORING

Select the right panel product for 
your	job	and	make	sure	you’ve	
ticked	all	the	boxes	with	Norbord’s	
interactive product guide and 
downloadable checklist

As	the	UK’s	biggest	supplier	
of premium engineered wood 
panels to the UK construction and 
housebuilding market, Norbord 
has always been committed 
to supporting customers in a 
variety of ways. The combination 
of a downloadable checklist for 
housebuilders and an interactive 
product guide is just the tool 
needed for specifying the right 
panel product in all sorts of 
applications.

Housebuilders can download a 
checklist which will help in the 
selection of the perfect product 
from	floor	to	roof. 	The	checklist	
is just one of many resources 
available on the Norbord website 
designed especially for the 
housebuilder.

The	housebuilders’	page	also	
includes a fully interactive product 
guide to download, details of 
projects	using	Norbord’s	popular	
boards, answers to frequently 
asked questions and samples and 
brochures to order. The guide is 

already proving to be an invaluable 
online resource for housebuilders, 
specifiers	and	architects. 	A	simple	
click on the tabs at the side of 
the guide opens up the chosen 
product, application or technical 
information.	Whatever	the	project,	
the easy-to-navigate guide makes 
choosing the right product simple. 

The guide, which also 
encompasses contact information 
for general enquiries and technical 
expertise, is the ultimate tool 
for specifying panel products in 
the building and construction 
industries and can be downloaded 
from	the	housebuilders’	page	on	
Norbord’s	website,	or	if	a	paper	
copy of the guide is preferred this 
can be ordered here.

For further information, call  
01786 812 921 or visit  
www.norbord.co.uk

Norbord’s updated online and 
interactive resources needed  
for building in 2021

Magnificent Magna: THe raised-Access 
flooring solution by Havwoods
The	latest	innovation	in	raised-access	flooring,	
MAGNA®	is	designed	specifically	for	use	
in commercial spaces offering high-quality 
functionality without compromising on visual 
appeal.

Providing	access	to	under	floor	services	that	
cannot be installed within the wall cavities, 
the versatile solution from Havwoods 
has	many	practical	benefits	and	delivers	
an ease of installation for commercial 
workspaces.	Significantly	quicker	to	fit	
and install than traditional glue or underlay 
applications, Magna reduces downtime during 
refurbishments.

Additionally, just like a conventional Havwoods 
wood	floor,	the	boards	can	be	sanded	and	
maintained in exactly the same way to ensure 
a	long-lasting,	aesthetic	floor	surface.

Each plank consists of an Oak surface layer 
and engineered core, the magnetised and 
foam-sealed wood boards provide a secure 
connection to the supporting pedestals which 
can be conveniently disconnected using a 
suction lifter for enhanced access. 

As each board is individually magnetised, 
you can easily replace and remove individual 
boards	allowing	access	to	a	specific	area	

rather	than	removing	the	whole	floor	surface.

With	a	range	of	beautiful	designs	available	
including the on-trend herringbone pattern, 
design possibilities are endless with the 
Havwoods	Magna	raised-access	flooring	
solution.

 www.havwoods.com  |  info@havwoods.com  
|  +44(0)1524 737000
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Hardwood  
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bespoke finished 
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onto	the	next,	without	any	fixings	or	
tools required. Sheets are made up 
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rooms and garages
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for prices, photos and videos
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As	the	UK’s	biggest	supplier	
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panels to the UK construction and 
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has always been committed 
to supporting customers in a 
variety of ways. The combination 
of a downloadable checklist for 
housebuilders and an interactive 
product guide is just the tool 
needed for specifying the right 
panel product in all sorts of 
applications.

Housebuilders can download a 
checklist which will help in the 
selection of the perfect product 
from	floor	to	roof. 	The	checklist	
is just one of many resources 
available on the Norbord website 
designed especially for the 
housebuilder.

The	housebuilders’	page	also	
includes a fully interactive product 
guide to download, details of 
projects	using	Norbord’s	popular	
boards, answers to frequently 
asked questions and samples and 
brochures to order. The guide is 

already proving to be an invaluable 
online resource for housebuilders, 
specifiers	and	architects. 	A	simple	
click on the tabs at the side of 
the guide opens up the chosen 
product, application or technical 
information.	Whatever	the	project,	
the easy-to-navigate guide makes 
choosing the right product simple. 

The guide, which also 
encompasses contact information 
for general enquiries and technical 
expertise, is the ultimate tool 
for specifying panel products in 
the building and construction 
industries and can be downloaded 
from	the	housebuilders’	page	on	
Norbord’s	website,	or	if	a	paper	
copy of the guide is preferred this 
can be ordered here.

For further information, call  
01786 812 921 or visit  
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The	latest	innovation	in	raised-access	flooring,	
MAGNA®	is	designed	specifically	for	use	
in commercial spaces offering high-quality 
functionality without compromising on visual 
appeal.

Providing	access	to	under	floor	services	that	
cannot be installed within the wall cavities, 
the versatile solution from Havwoods 
has	many	practical	benefits	and	delivers	
an ease of installation for commercial 
workspaces.	Significantly	quicker	to	fit	
and install than traditional glue or underlay 
applications, Magna reduces downtime during 
refurbishments.

Additionally, just like a conventional Havwoods 
wood	floor,	the	boards	can	be	sanded	and	
maintained in exactly the same way to ensure 
a	long-lasting,	aesthetic	floor	surface.

Each plank consists of an Oak surface layer 
and engineered core, the magnetised and 
foam-sealed wood boards provide a secure 
connection to the supporting pedestals which 
can be conveniently disconnected using a 
suction lifter for enhanced access. 

As each board is individually magnetised, 
you can easily replace and remove individual 
boards	allowing	access	to	a	specific	area	

rather	than	removing	the	whole	floor	surface.

With	a	range	of	beautiful	designs	available	
including the on-trend herringbone pattern, 
design possibilities are endless with the 
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Choosing quarry tiles for  
old and listed properties
By Alex Patrick-Smith, Managing Director of 
Ketley Brick

Clay paving materials of various types 
have been a feature of British homes and 
gardens for centuries.

Often found in old and listed properties, 
quarry tiles in particular have been 
favoured for their naturally warm 
appearance, low-maintenance, durability 
and versatility, which has made them 
suitable for hallways, kitchens, living 
areas as well as, in more recent years, 
conservatories, patios and outdoor areas.  

TIMELESS AESTHETIC APPEAL

In	many	ways	the	name	‘Quarry	tile’	is	a	
misnomer, as they are generally made 
from natural clay and shale, which has 
been	processed,	dried	and	fired	–	and	not	
‘quarried’	from	solid	slabs	as	the	name	
might suggest. 

Originally made by hand, they had 
charming irregularities and came in a 
variety	of	natural	fired	earth	colours	
– ranging from red, brindle and grey 
through to blue-black – depending on 
the characteristics of the local clay and 
temperature in the kiln when they were 
fired.		

Then, with the advent of mechanization 
in the nineteenth century, pressed and 
extruded quarry tiles, known for their 
hardness and durability, were produced in 
volume and were often laid in utilitarian 
heavy-duty areas such as in kitchens, utility 
rooms and hallways.  

With	the	Victorian	penchant	for	ornate	
geometric	floor	designs,	with	black	and	red	

chequerboard, herringbone and octagonal 
shapes, quarry tiles soon became a classic 
decorative as well as a functional feature of 
19th century homes, churches, schools and 
civic buildings. 

Although, these elaborate designs eventually 
fell out of fashion and were often covered 
over in the 1980s and 90s, old quarry 
tile	floors	are	now	being	rediscovered,	
lovingly	restored	and	treasured	by	today’s	
homeowners. 

Not surprisingly, since the demise of 
most of the small regional brickworks and 
tileries, the discontinued quarry tiles, once 
made by well-known manufacturers like 
Dennis Ruabon, Daniel Platt and Hawkins, 
are now much sought after in reclamation 
yards particularly by owners of old and 
listed properties, looking for genuinely 
sympathetic replacements for their 
restoration projects.  

NEW QUARRY TILES IN LISTED 
PROPERTIES 

Although new quarry tiles are by no means 
in	short	supply	on	the	market,	finding	
genuinely authentic replacements with the 
aesthetic qualities of the traditional old 
English quarry tiles, which are suitable for 
listed	properties,	can	be	a	minefield.	

Ketley square quarry tiles are laid at an angle to refurbish this London garden designed by landscape designer Miria Harris

Ketley’s Staffordshire Red quarry tiles laid 
in the new kitchen extension to the Grade II 
listed Van Gogh House in London.
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There are a number of key considerations 
before making any purchases. First and 
foremost, it is important to look beyond 
the marketing and not be swayed by ‘olde-
worlde’	sounding	names	reminiscent	of	the	
tiles of the past, but to carefully examine 
their quality and any claims made in relation 
to their origin and suitability.
 
The sad fact is that most quarry tiles 
manufactured these days are neither English 
nor historically authentic.   The majority 
are imported from abroad - mainly from 
Spain and Italy - most are not suitable for 
outdoor use and have an additional carbon 
footprint from the transport compared to a UK 
produced tile.  

The original quarry tiles found in Victorian 
properties were traditionally made from dense 
English Etruria Marl clays, which produced 
robust and durable tiles.  These were typically 
18 mm thick, whereas many modern versions 
tend to be much thinner at 9-11mm and, 
when examined close up, have a uniform 
and smooth texture that is different from the 
traditional quarry tile. 

Another important consideration is the 
colour quality of the quarry tiles.  Genuine 
old English quarry tiles came in natural clay 
shades, with slight variations of tone and 
texture, which were produced solely through 
control of the atmosphere and temperature 
in the kiln.  In modern tile making, this 
ancient technique has largely been lost with 
the	passage	of	time,	with	most	of	today’s	
manufacturers now using a variety of stains 
and	artificial	pigments	which	have	a	duller,	
lifeless and more monotone quality. 

Ketley Brick, which has made clay products 
on the same site in Staffordshire for 200 
years using the same dense Etruria Marl clay, 
is the sole UK manufacturer of quarry tiles 
and	they	have	retained	these	natural	kiln	firing	
processes.  This natural aesthetic makes 
them an authentic replacement for Dennis 
Ruabon, Daniel Platt and Hawkins tiles. 

PRACTICAL BENEFITS AND 
CONSIDERATIONS

In addition to the importance of having a 
genuinely traditional appearance, there are 

a number of critical performance criteria to 
consider when choosing new quarry tiles.  

Durability, low maintenance and good slip 
resistance are critical for any indoor or 
outdoor	floor	surface	these	days,	whether	
it is in a modern or a listed property - 
particularly in areas where there is heavy 
footfall and constant wear and tear.

The durability of Victorian quarry tiles 
was once renowned.  In order to achieve 
today’s	performance	standards,	clay	tiles	
are	usually	fired	at	temperatures	of	over	
1150 degrees over a long duration.  As 
these	tiles	are	virtually	vitrified	or	‘glass	
like’,	when	they	are	fired	at	this	temperature,	
they are highly durable and have a low 
water absorption rate.  Those produced 
in the traditional way are usually frost 
resistant	-	unlike	terracotta,	which	is	fired	
at	significantly	lower	temperatures	and	is	
porous.   

To ensure optimum performance, it is 
advisable to choose quarry tiles that have 
less	than	3%	water	absorption	(which	is	
one level below the ultimate low absorption 
rate of ‘impervious).  

Modern standards also require various 
levels of slip resistance depending on 
where the quarry tiles are laid.  However, 
for complete reassurance that the quarry 
tiles are safe in wet and potentially slippery 
conditions, they should comply with R11 
and category C of BS EN 14411:2012, which 
is the highest rating for slip resistance in 
wet barefoot tests. 

For	complete	confidence,	it	is	advisable	
to	check	all	performance	certifications	
and C E marks, as well as the history 
and reputation of the manufacturer, so 
that you can rest assured that they are 
of high quality and, should there be any 
issues in the future, they can be easily 
resolved locally and with the minimum of 
inconvenience.  

THE VAN GOGH’S LONDON HOME 

A house in London, where Vincent van Gogh 
took	lodgings	as	a	young	man	in	1873,	has	
been brought back to life using original 
materials and traditional techniques.

The Grade II listed Georgian terrace house 
at	87	Hackford	Road,	Stockwell,	has	
been restored with great sensitivity by 
Cambridge University and Royal College 
of	Arts	graduate	Livia	Wang	working	with	
Andrew Shepherd Architects and Triskele 
Conservation.

Ketley’s	Staffordshire	red	quarry	tiles	
were laid in a kitchen extension and a new 
artist’s	studio	at	the	rear	of	the	property	to	
complement	the	house’s	Victorian	aesthetic.	

Designer	Livia	Wang	said:	“It	was	important	
that these new additions complemented the 
house’s	Victorian	history	and	the	original	
palette of clay, lime plaster and timber, and 
using Staffordshire clay quarry tiles was key 
to the design of the modern extensions.” 

For more information about Ketley’s range 
of quarry tiles call telephone: 01384 78361. 
Fax: 01384 74553. Email: sales@ketley-
brick.co.uk or visit: www.ketley-brick.co.uk

Kitchen extension to Grade II listed Van Gogh House in London uses Ketley’s Staffordshire 
Red quarry tiles to complement the house’s Victorian history.

Ketley quarry tiles were laid throughout the ground floor of this Grade II listed estate cottage 
which has been renovated by Daykin Marshall Studio architects. Photography by Nick Dearden
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Choosing quarry tiles for  
old and listed properties
By Alex Patrick-Smith, Managing Director of 
Ketley Brick
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favoured for their naturally warm 
appearance, low-maintenance, durability 
and versatility, which has made them 
suitable for hallways, kitchens, living 
areas as well as, in more recent years, 
conservatories, patios and outdoor areas.  
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In	many	ways	the	name	‘Quarry	tile’	is	a	
misnomer, as they are generally made 
from natural clay and shale, which has 
been	processed,	dried	and	fired	–	and	not	
‘quarried’	from	solid	slabs	as	the	name	
might suggest. 

Originally made by hand, they had 
charming irregularities and came in a 
variety	of	natural	fired	earth	colours	
– ranging from red, brindle and grey 
through to blue-black – depending on 
the characteristics of the local clay and 
temperature in the kiln when they were 
fired.		

Then, with the advent of mechanization 
in the nineteenth century, pressed and 
extruded quarry tiles, known for their 
hardness and durability, were produced in 
volume and were often laid in utilitarian 
heavy-duty areas such as in kitchens, utility 
rooms and hallways.  

With	the	Victorian	penchant	for	ornate	
geometric	floor	designs,	with	black	and	red	

chequerboard, herringbone and octagonal 
shapes, quarry tiles soon became a classic 
decorative as well as a functional feature of 
19th century homes, churches, schools and 
civic buildings. 

Although, these elaborate designs eventually 
fell out of fashion and were often covered 
over in the 1980s and 90s, old quarry 
tile	floors	are	now	being	rediscovered,	
lovingly	restored	and	treasured	by	today’s	
homeowners. 

Not surprisingly, since the demise of 
most of the small regional brickworks and 
tileries, the discontinued quarry tiles, once 
made by well-known manufacturers like 
Dennis Ruabon, Daniel Platt and Hawkins, 
are now much sought after in reclamation 
yards particularly by owners of old and 
listed properties, looking for genuinely 
sympathetic replacements for their 
restoration projects.  

NEW QUARRY TILES IN LISTED 
PROPERTIES 

Although new quarry tiles are by no means 
in	short	supply	on	the	market,	finding	
genuinely authentic replacements with the 
aesthetic qualities of the traditional old 
English quarry tiles, which are suitable for 
listed	properties,	can	be	a	minefield.	

Ketley square quarry tiles are laid at an angle to refurbish this London garden designed by landscape designer Miria Harris
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in the new kitchen extension to the Grade II 
listed Van Gogh House in London.
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There are a number of key considerations 
before making any purchases. First and 
foremost, it is important to look beyond 
the marketing and not be swayed by ‘olde-
worlde’	sounding	names	reminiscent	of	the	
tiles of the past, but to carefully examine 
their quality and any claims made in relation 
to their origin and suitability.
 
The sad fact is that most quarry tiles 
manufactured these days are neither English 
nor historically authentic.   The majority 
are imported from abroad - mainly from 
Spain and Italy - most are not suitable for 
outdoor use and have an additional carbon 
footprint from the transport compared to a UK 
produced tile.  

The original quarry tiles found in Victorian 
properties were traditionally made from dense 
English Etruria Marl clays, which produced 
robust and durable tiles.  These were typically 
18 mm thick, whereas many modern versions 
tend to be much thinner at 9-11mm and, 
when examined close up, have a uniform 
and smooth texture that is different from the 
traditional quarry tile. 

Another important consideration is the 
colour quality of the quarry tiles.  Genuine 
old English quarry tiles came in natural clay 
shades, with slight variations of tone and 
texture, which were produced solely through 
control of the atmosphere and temperature 
in the kiln.  In modern tile making, this 
ancient technique has largely been lost with 
the	passage	of	time,	with	most	of	today’s	
manufacturers now using a variety of stains 
and	artificial	pigments	which	have	a	duller,	
lifeless and more monotone quality. 

Ketley Brick, which has made clay products 
on the same site in Staffordshire for 200 
years using the same dense Etruria Marl clay, 
is the sole UK manufacturer of quarry tiles 
and	they	have	retained	these	natural	kiln	firing	
processes.  This natural aesthetic makes 
them an authentic replacement for Dennis 
Ruabon, Daniel Platt and Hawkins tiles. 

PRACTICAL BENEFITS AND 
CONSIDERATIONS

In addition to the importance of having a 
genuinely traditional appearance, there are 

a number of critical performance criteria to 
consider when choosing new quarry tiles.  

Durability, low maintenance and good slip 
resistance are critical for any indoor or 
outdoor	floor	surface	these	days,	whether	
it is in a modern or a listed property - 
particularly in areas where there is heavy 
footfall and constant wear and tear.

The durability of Victorian quarry tiles 
was once renowned.  In order to achieve 
today’s	performance	standards,	clay	tiles	
are	usually	fired	at	temperatures	of	over	
1150 degrees over a long duration.  As 
these	tiles	are	virtually	vitrified	or	‘glass	
like’,	when	they	are	fired	at	this	temperature,	
they are highly durable and have a low 
water absorption rate.  Those produced 
in the traditional way are usually frost 
resistant	-	unlike	terracotta,	which	is	fired	
at	significantly	lower	temperatures	and	is	
porous.   

To ensure optimum performance, it is 
advisable to choose quarry tiles that have 
less	than	3%	water	absorption	(which	is	
one level below the ultimate low absorption 
rate of ‘impervious).  

Modern standards also require various 
levels of slip resistance depending on 
where the quarry tiles are laid.  However, 
for complete reassurance that the quarry 
tiles are safe in wet and potentially slippery 
conditions, they should comply with R11 
and category C of BS EN 14411:2012, which 
is the highest rating for slip resistance in 
wet barefoot tests. 

For	complete	confidence,	it	is	advisable	
to	check	all	performance	certifications	
and C E marks, as well as the history 
and reputation of the manufacturer, so 
that you can rest assured that they are 
of high quality and, should there be any 
issues in the future, they can be easily 
resolved locally and with the minimum of 
inconvenience.  

THE VAN GOGH’S LONDON HOME 

A house in London, where Vincent van Gogh 
took	lodgings	as	a	young	man	in	1873,	has	
been brought back to life using original 
materials and traditional techniques.

The Grade II listed Georgian terrace house 
at	87	Hackford	Road,	Stockwell,	has	
been restored with great sensitivity by 
Cambridge University and Royal College 
of	Arts	graduate	Livia	Wang	working	with	
Andrew Shepherd Architects and Triskele 
Conservation.

Ketley’s	Staffordshire	red	quarry	tiles	
were laid in a kitchen extension and a new 
artist’s	studio	at	the	rear	of	the	property	to	
complement	the	house’s	Victorian	aesthetic.	

Designer	Livia	Wang	said:	“It	was	important	
that these new additions complemented the 
house’s	Victorian	history	and	the	original	
palette of clay, lime plaster and timber, and 
using Staffordshire clay quarry tiles was key 
to the design of the modern extensions.” 

For more information about Ketley’s range 
of quarry tiles call telephone: 01384 78361. 
Fax: 01384 74553. Email: sales@ketley-
brick.co.uk or visit: www.ketley-brick.co.uk

Kitchen extension to Grade II listed Van Gogh House in London uses Ketley’s Staffordshire 
Red quarry tiles to complement the house’s Victorian history.

Ketley quarry tiles were laid throughout the ground floor of this Grade II listed estate cottage 
which has been renovated by Daykin Marshall Studio architects. Photography by Nick Dearden
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Heating, Ventilation  & Insulation

  Quality factory reject Celotex 
insulation boards

 Thickness from 12mm to 250mm
  Standard size 1.2m x 2.4m
  Other sizes are also available
  Discount available for large orders
  Nationwide delivery subject to 
agreeing on delivery cost

Office: 01787 370 295  |  Mobile: 07963 695 226  |  sales@economicinsulation.com

www.economicinsulation.com

Collection from
Unit W, Stafford Park, Listion
Sudbury, Suffolk, CO10 7HX

Culford Sawmill, Brandon Road
Culford, Suffolk, IP28 6UE

DSR Solaris Aluminium Convector 
Heater with ceramic blocks. Four outputs 
available, 500, 1000, 1500 & 2000watts.

2 Year Controller & 5 Year Main Body 
Warranty

www.electric-heatingcompany.co.uk 01698 820533
Contact us for a quote or more information

• Free APP
• Control your heating anywhere and 

anytime
• Adjust each room temperature separately
• Geolocation Feature
• Monitor electricity consumption.

DSR Edge Traditional Column 
Convector Heater with a large 

ceramic core. Four outputs available, 
500, 1000, 1500 & 2000watts.

2 Year Controller & 10 Year Main 
Body Warranty

No.1 Choice Electric
Radiator Collection

years

WORKS WITH

Google Home
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3.	Providing	180°	flame	visuals	thanks	
to	its	three-sided	firebox,	the	Vogue	
Midi T Gas stove from Gazco creates a 
stunning focal point in any setting. Tall 
flames	dance	among	a	highly	realistic	log	
effect, mirrored by a polished EchoFlame 
Black Glass lining for enhanced visuals. 
Available in plinth, Midline, Highline 
and even wall hung versions, a range of 
mounting	and	flueing	options	ensure	this	
gas stove will suit a wide range of homes. 
Vogue Midi T Gas stoves come with a 
Programmable Thermostatic handset for 
easy control from the comfort of your 
sofa.  
Gazco Vogue Midi T, from £2,225,  
gazco.com.

4. The Lotus Jubilee 10 brings Nordic 
styling to British homes, providing a 
compact take on the popular cylindrical 
stove design. Cutting-edge woodburning 
combustion	technology	makes	this	4kW	
Ecodesign Ready stove suitable for town or 
country homes alike. Three different door 
handle options alongside leg, hearth, wood 
store and wall mounting options, let you 
tailor	the	Jubilee	10	to	fit	your	living	space.	 
Lotus Jubilee 10, from £1,539,  
lotusfires.co.uk.

HOME IS WHERE THE HEARTH IS

1. Sleek and contemporary, the Vogue 
700	Inset	woodburning	fire	from	Stovax	
combines stunning looks with high 
efficiency	heating.	A	stylishly	contoured	
cast iron door features an integrated 
handle that sits cleanly within the door 
frame.	The	Vogue	700	Inset’s	Ecodesign	
Ready combustion systems ensure this 
low emission wood burner is suitable for 
even the most urban of settings.  
Stovax	Vogue	700	Inset,	priced	from	
£1,695, stovax.com. 

2. The Sheraton 5 Electric, from Gazco, 
offers the ambience and presence of 
a designer stove with all the ease of 
electric. Elegant cast iron details include 
a bevelled door and tasteful cornicing, 
with sweeping cabriole legs to complete 
this modern take on the traditional wood 
burner. Inside, Chromalight Immersive LED 
systems	create	mesmerising	flame	and	
ember up-lighting visuals, for a strikingly 
realistic display, all easily controlled with 
the	stove’s	advanced	Eco	Handset.	A	range	
of interchangeable fuel effects allows this 
electric stove to be customised to suit your 
home.  
Gazco Sheraton 5 Electric, from £1,095, 
gazco.com.

5. Inspired design and striking originality 
make the ME, from Nordpeis, a truly unique 
woodburning stove. Offered with a huge 
range	of	fitting	options,	the	stove’s	wealth	
of installation choices are testament to its 
versatile design. Choose from pedestal, 
steel or glass log stores, benches and even 
ceiling hung options to name a few. The 
ME can be selected with side windows for 
panoramic	flame	visuals,	capping	off	this	
avant-garde stove.  
Nordpeis ME, from £2,295.  
nordpeis.co.uk. 

6. Not only a stove, but an iconic 
centrepiece	for	any	interior,	Dovre’s	
Vintage 35 effortlessly balances 
contemporary chic with retro aesthetics. 
Vintage woodburning stoves can be 
selected	in	various	finishes	including	
Pure	White	and	Matt	Black	to	suit	a	range	
of interior styles. A larger size is also 
available for increased heat output.   
Dovre Vintage, from £2,395, dovre.co.uk.

7.	The	Varde	Bornholm,	with	its	large	front	
and side windows, grants an extraordinary 
view of the burning logs. Powerful Airwash 
jets keep the glass clear, and form part 
of	this	high-efficiency	stove’s	innovative	
triple	airflow	system.	Designed	with	an	
integral log store and high capacity ash 
pan, this tall log burner has presence 
and practicality in equal measure.  Steel 
handles add a note of contrast to the matt 
black exterior, and an open log store model 
is also available.  
Varde Bornholm, priced from £1,255, 
vardestoves.com.

Above left, Gazco Sheraton 5 Electric. Above right, Varde Bornholm

COME HOME TO A WARMING HEARTH THIS 
WINTER WITH ONE OF THESE LATEST STOVES
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The CastTec Electric Integra is 
a range of cast-iron fireplaces 
with a realistic electric flame 
effect called an Electraflame 
and includes a 2kW fan heat-
er.

Ideal for new builds and any 
suitable flat wall, the Electric 
Integra can be housed inside 
a standard 75mm (3”) rebat-
ed mantelpiece, reducing the 
need to knock into a chimney 
breast. 

CastTec also manufacture a 
Combination style fireplace 
which needs only a hearth to 
fit. As its name suggests, the 

Combination includes a small 
top shelf to form a complete 
fireplace without the need for 
a mantlepiece. 

Electric Integra can be tradi-
tional in a decorative style or 
more minimalist with several 
different finish options. 

The CastTec Integra range 
also includes a substantial 
L.P.G. or natural gas collection 
which includes a balanced 
flue option for external walls. 
A wood-burning and multi-fuel 
option is also available to suit 
traditional chimneys or twin-
walled chimney flue systems.

The Ashbourne Electric Integra is a decorative arched cast-iron insert shown inside the Corinthian marble mantelpiece.  

* Electric ‘flat wall’ installations
* High efficiency gas options 
* Efficient Multi-fuel Stoves  

+ 44 (0) 191 497 4280  |  www.casttec.co.uk

CAST-IRON FIRES FOR THE 2020’S

Integra Electric

Integra Gas

Integra Solid Fuel

CAST TEC’S NEW EASY-FIT ELECTRIC CAST-IRON FIRES 

Regal Electric Combination

The CastTec Integra Collection brochure 
can be viewed on www.casttec.co.uk.
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Laycock Street 
Plan C was contracted to refurbish and 
remodel a two bed, two bathroom duplex 
apartment and associated landscaped 
spaces. The apartment sits within a 
renowned warehouse conversion, The 
Eclipse Building in Islington N1.

The high-spec renovation was carried out 
in collaboration with Veridian Architecture 
and Design. The client has a keen interest 
in design, a fantastic eye for detail and 
exacting standards. Every element of the 
project was scrutinised to ensure the best 
possible outcome.
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The project required new steel works to 
create a gallery space, a sophisticated 
sound and lighting scheme including 
lighting troughs, suspended light track and 
recessed spots, a cutting edge kitchen, 
stylish bathrooms with bespoke cabinetry 
throughout.

A gallery was added to the mezzanine 
floor	to	allow	for	a	home	office	and	the	
mezzanine level was designed to become 
an evening room, a place to retreat to 
above the main living spaces.

 Light	was	the	defining	factor	of	the	design.	
It was worked into every element of the 
design and Plan C worked with the latest 
in	lighting	technology	to	achieve	this. 	Plan	
C built clever light solutions for example 
in the master bedroom ensuite there is a 
full height internal opaque glass block with 
marble plinth to allow light into what would 
otherwise be a dark space.

The end result is a striking, minimalist, yet 
functional	living	space. 

Website: www.weareplanc.com 
Insta: @plancdesignandbuild 
Facebook:@weareplanclondon 
info@weareplanc.com
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THE DEFINITION OF LUXURY FURNITURE 
2020 saw a very successful year for luxury 
interiors brand, My Furniture. From being 
one	of	the	first	to	adapt	to	the	ever-changing	
COVID situation by introducing a Video Call 
Facility, to being at the forefront of design 
with new and exciting interior concepts.

Designing in-house in the UK enables My 
Furniture to do what they do best – offer 
unique luxury pieces at affordable prices. 
Equipped with an in-house upholstery team, 
allows	the	flexibility	to	provide	bespoke	
fabric	options	to	suit	their	customers’	
specific	needs.

My Furniture are synonymous in the interiors 
world for creating iconic pieces such as the 
Alveare Tub Chair. A beloved item that has 
been emulated the world over and marked 
the beginning of a very successful range of 
products for the brand. 

With	extensive	knowledge	of	furniture,	
interiors and a forward-thinking approach, 
My Furniture are constantly creating fresh, 
original designs and have accumulated 
over 500,000 followers and prestigious 
influencers	across	social	media	platforms.	

An increasing number of design 
professionals are favouring this dependable 
and affordable furniture provider, with 
over 1000 active trade accounts. Including 
architects, interior designers and property 
developers, of which My furniture have 
collaborated with on many prestigious 
showhome projects.

They have just launched their latest 
collection – the Etienne Range. This 
elegantly styled collection includes a side 
table, coffee table and stunning sideboard. 
Designs are already underway to expand the 
range in early 2021. 

The Etienne is inspired by high-end 
American interiors and features decorative 
fretwork panels in pale grey with mirror and 
glass	finishes.	

Also available from their showroom in 
Nottingham and online are a wide range of 
products, from bedroom and dining furniture 
to beautiful lighting and accessories. My 
Furniture have most recently introduced a 
range of large-scale framed prints – perfect 
to decorate your home with one-of-a-kind 
pieces	of	artwork.	And	new	for	Winter	2020	
– a stunning range of cosy rugs to winter-
proof your favourite space.  

Early 2020 saw My Furniture substantially 
extend their warehouse and showroom, 
resulting in increased stock availability and 
further streamlining the ordering process 
for	the	customer.	With	over	9000	Trust	
Pilot reviews and consistent 5-star ratings, 
customers	can	buy	in	confidence.

My Furniture are passionate about providing 
excellent customer service and offering 
luxury items at affordable prices. Authentic, 
reliable and honest with FAST AND FREE 
DELIVERY TO UK MAINLAND. 

To view their latest collections visit:  
my-furniture.com or call freephone  
0800 092 1636
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collection – the Etienne Range. This 
elegantly styled collection includes a side 
table, coffee table and stunning sideboard. 
Designs are already underway to expand the 
range in early 2021. 

The Etienne is inspired by high-end 
American interiors and features decorative 
fretwork panels in pale grey with mirror and 
glass	finishes.	

Also available from their showroom in 
Nottingham and online are a wide range of 
products, from bedroom and dining furniture 
to beautiful lighting and accessories. My 
Furniture have most recently introduced a 
range of large-scale framed prints – perfect 
to decorate your home with one-of-a-kind 
pieces	of	artwork.	And	new	for	Winter	2020	
– a stunning range of cosy rugs to winter-
proof your favourite space.  

Early 2020 saw My Furniture substantially 
extend their warehouse and showroom, 
resulting in increased stock availability and 
further streamlining the ordering process 
for	the	customer.	With	over	9000	Trust	
Pilot reviews and consistent 5-star ratings, 
customers	can	buy	in	confidence.

My Furniture are passionate about providing 
excellent customer service and offering 
luxury items at affordable prices. Authentic, 
reliable and honest with FAST AND FREE 
DELIVERY TO UK MAINLAND. 

To view their latest collections visit:  
my-furniture.com or call freephone  
0800 092 1636
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INTERIORS & INTERIOR DESIGN

At MIRROR MANIA, we understand 
that designers, architects and 
renovation specialists constantly strive 
to integrate new, creative features 
into their work. We also know it can 
be difficult to find a company offering 
unique and bespoke products. 

Established for over 35 years, MIRROR 
MANIA is an independently owned 
British company, headed by award-
winning mirror artist, Phillip Orr. 
We offer a wide range of exclusive, 
handmade products and we specialise 
in creating bespoke mirrors and 
decorative glass designs. 

Mirror Mania 
Tel: 01493 304331  |  Web: www.mirrormania.co.uk  

FB: MirrorManiaDesignerMirrors  |  Twitter: @MirrorManiaCoUk 
Pinterest: mirrormania  |  Instagram: mirrormania

So, if you’re looking for the 
perfect finishing touch for your 
project, call us. 

•  A wide range of beautiful  
hand-crafted mirrors 

•  Decorative glass for window or 
ceiling panels, or domes

•  Inspiration to create unique 
details 

•  Designs tailored to your 
requirements

•  Reliability from design to 
delivery from a British company

Staron is delighted to introduce four 
new contemporary colourways to 
its solid surface collection for 2021. 
Designed with modern living in mind, 
the	premium	surface	brand’s	new	
hues	provide	a	refined	finish	that’s	
guaranteed to enhance any space.

Choose from the strikingly bold 
shades of Forest and eye-popping 
Ultramarine for an interior that 
makes a statement, or opt for the 
delicate softer shades of the aptly 
named	Artic	White	and	Rotor	Cloud	
finishes	for	a	soft,	bright	and	elegant	
marble-effect	finish	that’s	perfect	for	
on-trend abodes.

Perfect for use in kitchens and 
bathrooms, due to superior anti-
scratch, anti-bacterial and heat 
resistant qualities, solid surfaces 
from Staron provide seamless and 
exquisitely smooth surfaces through 
indistinguishable joins. 

Combining a sophisticated blend of 
natural minerals and thermosetting 
acrylic polymers, Staron offers total 
flexibility	when	it	comes	to	design,	
making it ideal for commercial use 
too.	 

www.staron.com

Staron Introduces Four New Colours 

Finding the right tiles for your 
project can be time consuming 
and an expensive process as every 
project has its own requirements, 
needs and timetable. 

We	import	to	order	so	whatever	type	
of tile you have in mind we are able 
to help. At Tile Supply Solutions we 
act as an extension to your team 
saving you time and money by 
providing the perfect tiles for your 
project with the best price and on 
time, keeping the project within the 
budget and timeframe. 

For	nearly	two	decades	we’ve	been	
providing the tiles and stones our 
clients need and formed strong 
partnerships. 

Your project is our priority and we 
have your best interest in mind at 
all times.

Find out more and contact us 
today at: 
www.tilesupplysolutions.com 
simon@tilesupplysolutions.com 
Phone: 01984 624 555

Find the right tiles with 
Tile Supply Solutions Providing the most natural looking 

stone alternative within the high-
quality quartz surface market, 
Radianz offers eye-catching 
surfaces designed to suit a 
multitude of interior schemes.

Characterised by intense rich 
colours with stunning intricate 
detail, the complex patterns 
within surfaces from Radianz are 
guaranteed to add drama to any 
space. 

To create a true statement kitchen, 
pair a dark surface with on trend 
graphite or grey cabinetry and a 
beautiful black splashback. Add 

interest to the space by choosing 
brass handles, which perfectly 
complement the bronze and gold 
speckled details within the more 
intricate surfaces.

High-density, non-porous composite 
quartz from Radianz is suitable 
for a number of applications, such 
as	flooring,	wall	cladding,	kitchen	
tops and bathroom furniture. 
Delivering the sophisticated feel and 
appearance of natural stone but with 
excellent scratch, heat and stain 
resistant qualities, Radianz quartz is 
designed to last for years to come.

www.radianz-quartz.com

Premium Quartz Surfaces  
from Radianz

http://www.mirrormania.co.uk
http://www.staron.com
http://www.tilesupplysolutions.com
mailto:simon@tilesupplysolutions.com
http://www.radianz-quartz.com
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INTERIORS & INTERIOR DESIGN

At MIRROR MANIA, we understand 
that designers, architects and 
renovation specialists constantly strive 
to integrate new, creative features 
into their work. We also know it can 
be difficult to find a company offering 
unique and bespoke products. 

Established for over 35 years, MIRROR 
MANIA is an independently owned 
British company, headed by award-
winning mirror artist, Phillip Orr. 
We offer a wide range of exclusive, 
handmade products and we specialise 
in creating bespoke mirrors and 
decorative glass designs. 

Mirror Mania 
Tel: 01493 304331  |  Web: www.mirrormania.co.uk  

FB: MirrorManiaDesignerMirrors  |  Twitter: @MirrorManiaCoUk 
Pinterest: mirrormania  |  Instagram: mirrormania

So, if you’re looking for the 
perfect finishing touch for your 
project, call us. 

•  A wide range of beautiful  
hand-crafted mirrors 

•  Decorative glass for window or 
ceiling panels, or domes

•  Inspiration to create unique 
details 

•  Designs tailored to your 
requirements

•  Reliability from design to 
delivery from a British company

Staron is delighted to introduce four 
new contemporary colourways to 
its solid surface collection for 2021. 
Designed with modern living in mind, 
the	premium	surface	brand’s	new	
hues	provide	a	refined	finish	that’s	
guaranteed to enhance any space.

Choose from the strikingly bold 
shades of Forest and eye-popping 
Ultramarine for an interior that 
makes a statement, or opt for the 
delicate softer shades of the aptly 
named	Artic	White	and	Rotor	Cloud	
finishes	for	a	soft,	bright	and	elegant	
marble-effect	finish	that’s	perfect	for	
on-trend abodes.

Perfect for use in kitchens and 
bathrooms, due to superior anti-
scratch, anti-bacterial and heat 
resistant qualities, solid surfaces 
from Staron provide seamless and 
exquisitely smooth surfaces through 
indistinguishable joins. 

Combining a sophisticated blend of 
natural minerals and thermosetting 
acrylic polymers, Staron offers total 
flexibility	when	it	comes	to	design,	
making it ideal for commercial use 
too.	 

www.staron.com

Staron Introduces Four New Colours 

Finding the right tiles for your 
project can be time consuming 
and an expensive process as every 
project has its own requirements, 
needs and timetable. 

We	import	to	order	so	whatever	type	
of tile you have in mind we are able 
to help. At Tile Supply Solutions we 
act as an extension to your team 
saving you time and money by 
providing the perfect tiles for your 
project with the best price and on 
time, keeping the project within the 
budget and timeframe. 

For	nearly	two	decades	we’ve	been	
providing the tiles and stones our 
clients need and formed strong 
partnerships. 

Your project is our priority and we 
have your best interest in mind at 
all times.

Find out more and contact us 
today at: 
www.tilesupplysolutions.com 
simon@tilesupplysolutions.com 
Phone: 01984 624 555

Find the right tiles with 
Tile Supply Solutions Providing the most natural looking 

stone alternative within the high-
quality quartz surface market, 
Radianz offers eye-catching 
surfaces designed to suit a 
multitude of interior schemes.

Characterised by intense rich 
colours with stunning intricate 
detail, the complex patterns 
within surfaces from Radianz are 
guaranteed to add drama to any 
space. 

To create a true statement kitchen, 
pair a dark surface with on trend 
graphite or grey cabinetry and a 
beautiful black splashback. Add 

interest to the space by choosing 
brass handles, which perfectly 
complement the bronze and gold 
speckled details within the more 
intricate surfaces.

High-density, non-porous composite 
quartz from Radianz is suitable 
for a number of applications, such 
as	flooring,	wall	cladding,	kitchen	
tops and bathroom furniture. 
Delivering the sophisticated feel and 
appearance of natural stone but with 
excellent scratch, heat and stain 
resistant qualities, Radianz quartz is 
designed to last for years to come.

www.radianz-quartz.com

Premium Quartz Surfaces  
from Radianz

http://www.magicman.co.uk


My latest collection of paintings, titled 
'Course of Events' is a celebration 
of the natural world. These works 
incorporate materials collected 
while out walking or visiting various 
locations. Natural minerals such as 
earth, limestone, rocks, slates and tiles 
are ground to produce subtle colours. 

Applied to canvas or linen by pouring 
and smearing, fascinating textured 
surfaces are achieved. It can even be 
possible to integrate a small element 
of a building or location into the 
painting.

An interest in ancient rock art and 
geology	has	influenced	my	approach	
to landscape painting. I wanted to 
produce landscapes which have a 
close connection to the land, exploring 
it's particular qualities of colour, 
consistency and transformations 
undergone through the processes of 
time.

These works ideally suit the 
contemporary home or corporate 
space, being both decorative and 
contemplative.

Commissions are welcomed and 
in many cases materials from site 
specific	locations	can	be	integral	to	
the	work.. 

Barbara Karn – Artist 
www.barbarakarn.co.uk 
mail@barbarakarn.co.uk 
(44)7929249154

INTERIORS & INTERIOR DESIGN

BRISTOL - TAUNTON - CIRENCESTER 

LUMINATION, EAST REACH, TAUNTON, TA1 3HT 

01823 334432 
www.lumination.co.uk 
sales@lumination.co.uk 

INSPIRING LIGHTING 
FOR YOUR HOME 

LIGHTING FOR INSIDE, 
OUTSIDE & GARDEN  

 
 
 

STAIRWELL LIGHTING 
AND LIGHTING  FOR 

EXTRA HIGH CEILINGS 
VAULTS & GALLERIES 

 
 
 

BESPOKE LIGHTING  
FOR THE VERY  

SPECIAL FEATURES 
 
 
 

LIGHTING DESIGN  
SERVICE 

TO BRING OUT THE 
BEST IN YOUR NEW 

HOME 
 
 
 

REPAIR &  
REFURBISHMENT 

TLC FOR THAT SPECIAL 
CHANDELIER OR TABLE 

LAMP.  

celebrating the natural world
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WHO ARE JUST ARTIFICIAL?
Established in 2004, we have many 
years’ experience as one of the UK’s 
leading suppliers of high quality 
artificial plants, trees, silk flowers and 
related accessories, which we offer at 
competitive prices.

We have a range of fantastic options 
which will set your space apart from 
the rest, allowing you to create an 
indoor Eden. Our products are highly 
realistic, durable, and designed with 
particular care and attention by our 
master craftsmen, all of whom are 
experts in their field.

We’re able to create a product which is 
exceptional in its rendering, offering 
bespoke designs to suit the needs of 
your space, your business, and your 
tastes.

WHAT DO WE SELL?

Our range is always growing, supporting 
current modern trends as well as 
traditional needs, for indoor and 
outdoor use, tailored to complement 
any house, home office, or business.

We offer a complete product range 
for both domestic and business 
solutions including silk flowers, floral 
arrangements, artificial plants, trees 
(even palm trees), topiary, exotics, plant 
and tree displays, hedges, fruit, hanging 
baskets, ivy garlands and other foliage, 
synthetic lawn grass and astroturf, 
planters, pot pourri, organza ribbon, 
decorative butterflies, essential oils, 
oasis foam, metal wall art, and Christmas 
supplies.

There’s no minimum order so you can 
buy as much or as little as you need. 
We pride ourselves on how lifelike our 
products are and you can view close-
ups on many of our products to see for 
yourself – we’ve taken full advantage of 
the amazing advances in manufacture 
and realism that have been made over 
the years.

Whatever your choice, we have the 
design experience and the tools to make 
your space stand out. We can make your 
design look incredible, wherever you 
choose to site it. 

Orange Tree

At Just Artificial, we work with interior designers, decorators, set 
dressers, architects and more to set your premises apart from the 
rest. Our artificial plants, flowers, and trees are highly realistic to look 
and touch, as well as being durable and attractive.

ARTIFICIAL PLANTS
& TREES FOR BUSINESSES

Maple Tree

Areca Palm

www.justartificial.co.uk  |  01524 858888  |  sales@justartificial.co.uk

Online orders only, single use, 
1 per customer. Expires 20/10/19
Terms apply* See Website.

GET 10% OFF PRODUCTS
Quote coupon code EDS10 at checkout

SOURCING AND MANUFACTURING

We can usually source what you need even if we don’t already list it. If you 
require a large enough quantity and your project timescale and budget 
fit (4-6 months or so) we can even get products manufactured to your 
specifications from scratch.

WHO DO WE SELL TO?

Practically anyone anywhere? We handle large, bespoke bulk orders for 
refurbishments and refits on behalf of specification buyers, procurement 
management, architects, interior designers, and garden landscapers but we 
also handle small one-off orders from the general public.

Whatever the case, we have the perfect solution for your décor – one which 
will transform your space into something extraordinary.

WHO HAVE WE SUPPLIED?

Major companies in many industries including ITV, BBC, Channels 4 and 
5, Mulberry, Innocent Drinks, Monsoon, Bella Italia, Tescos, Big Brother, 
The Only Way is Essex, Coronation Street, Dancing on Ice, Park Resorts, 
Volkswagen, and more.

We’ve also sold to house builders, zoos, hotels, restaurants, shopping centres, 
theme parks, colleges and schools, cruise ships, theatres… the list goes on! 
We have tens of thousands of satisfied customers in the UK, in Europe, and 
across the World.

Our procurement managers and corporate buyers can provide offers on bulk 
orders for trade and help you finance your design, and our quotes are no 
obligation so call us today. We look forward to working with you!

ARTIFICIAL PLANTS & TREES FOR BUSINESSES

At Just Artificial, we work with interior designers, decorators, set dressers, 
architects and more to set your premises apart from the rest. Our artificial 
plants, flowers, and trees are highly realistic to look and touch, as well as 
being durable and attractive.

Our master craftsmen construct each one with painstaking care and 
attention to create an exceptionally ‘real’ artificial flower, and we offer 
bespoke solutions to suit the needs of your space, business and tastes.
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WHO ARE JUST ARTIFICIAL?
Established in 2004, we have many 
years’ experience as one of the UK’s 
leading suppliers of high quality 
artificial plants, trees, silk flowers and 
related accessories, which we offer at 
competitive prices.

We have a range of fantastic options 
which will set your space apart from 
the rest, allowing you to create an 
indoor Eden. Our products are highly 
realistic, durable, and designed with 
particular care and attention by our 
master craftsmen, all of whom are 
experts in their field.

We’re able to create a product which is 
exceptional in its rendering, offering 
bespoke designs to suit the needs of 
your space, your business, and your 
tastes.

WHAT DO WE SELL?

Our range is always growing, supporting 
current modern trends as well as 
traditional needs, for indoor and 
outdoor use, tailored to complement 
any house, home office, or business.

We offer a complete product range 
for both domestic and business 
solutions including silk flowers, floral 
arrangements, artificial plants, trees 
(even palm trees), topiary, exotics, plant 
and tree displays, hedges, fruit, hanging 
baskets, ivy garlands and other foliage, 
synthetic lawn grass and astroturf, 
planters, pot pourri, organza ribbon, 
decorative butterflies, essential oils, 
oasis foam, metal wall art, and Christmas 
supplies.

There’s no minimum order so you can 
buy as much or as little as you need. 
We pride ourselves on how lifelike our 
products are and you can view close-
ups on many of our products to see for 
yourself – we’ve taken full advantage of 
the amazing advances in manufacture 
and realism that have been made over 
the years.

Whatever your choice, we have the 
design experience and the tools to make 
your space stand out. We can make your 
design look incredible, wherever you 
choose to site it. 

Orange Tree

At Just Artificial, we work with interior designers, decorators, set 
dressers, architects and more to set your premises apart from the 
rest. Our artificial plants, flowers, and trees are highly realistic to look 
and touch, as well as being durable and attractive.

ARTIFICIAL PLANTS
& TREES FOR BUSINESSES

Maple Tree

Areca Palm

www.justartificial.co.uk  |  01524 858888  |  sales@justartificial.co.uk

Online orders only, single use, 
1 per customer. Expires 20/10/19
Terms apply* See Website.

GET 10% OFF PRODUCTS
Quote coupon code EDS10 at checkout

SOURCING AND MANUFACTURING

We can usually source what you need even if we don’t already list it. If you 
require a large enough quantity and your project timescale and budget 
fit (4-6 months or so) we can even get products manufactured to your 
specifications from scratch.

WHO DO WE SELL TO?

Practically anyone anywhere? We handle large, bespoke bulk orders for 
refurbishments and refits on behalf of specification buyers, procurement 
management, architects, interior designers, and garden landscapers but we 
also handle small one-off orders from the general public.

Whatever the case, we have the perfect solution for your décor – one which 
will transform your space into something extraordinary.

WHO HAVE WE SUPPLIED?

Major companies in many industries including ITV, BBC, Channels 4 and 
5, Mulberry, Innocent Drinks, Monsoon, Bella Italia, Tescos, Big Brother, 
The Only Way is Essex, Coronation Street, Dancing on Ice, Park Resorts, 
Volkswagen, and more.

We’ve also sold to house builders, zoos, hotels, restaurants, shopping centres, 
theme parks, colleges and schools, cruise ships, theatres… the list goes on! 
We have tens of thousands of satisfied customers in the UK, in Europe, and 
across the World.

Our procurement managers and corporate buyers can provide offers on bulk 
orders for trade and help you finance your design, and our quotes are no 
obligation so call us today. We look forward to working with you!

ARTIFICIAL PLANTS & TREES FOR BUSINESSES

At Just Artificial, we work with interior designers, decorators, set dressers, 
architects and more to set your premises apart from the rest. Our artificial 
plants, flowers, and trees are highly realistic to look and touch, as well as 
being durable and attractive.

Our master craftsmen construct each one with painstaking care and 
attention to create an exceptionally ‘real’ artificial flower, and we offer 
bespoke solutions to suit the needs of your space, business and tastes.
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At Just Artificial, we work with interior designers, decorators, set 
dressers, architects and more to set your premises apart from 

the rest. Our artificial plants, flowers, and trees are highly realistic 
to look and touch, as well as being durable and attractive.

ARTIFICIAL PLANTS
& TREES FOR BUSINESSES

www.justartificial.co.uk | 01524 858888
sales@justartificial.co.uk
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My latest collection of paintings, titled 
'Course of Events' is a celebration 
of the natural world. These works 
incorporate materials collected 
while out walking or visiting various 
locations. Natural minerals such as 
earth, limestone, rocks, slates and tiles 
are ground to produce subtle colours. 

Applied to canvas or linen by pouring 
and smearing, fascinating textured 
surfaces are achieved. It can even be 
possible to integrate a small element 
of a building or location into the 
painting.

An interest in ancient rock art and 
geology	has	influenced	my	approach	
to landscape painting. I wanted to 
produce landscapes which have a 
close connection to the land, exploring 
it's particular qualities of colour, 
consistency and transformations 
undergone through the processes of 
time.

These works ideally suit the 
contemporary home or corporate 
space, being both decorative and 
contemplative.

Commissions are welcomed and 
in many cases materials from site 
specific	locations	can	be	integral	to	
the	work.. 

Barbara Karn – Artist 
www.barbarakarn.co.uk 
mail@barbarakarn.co.uk 
(44)7929249154

INTERIORS & INTERIOR DESIGN
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LUMINATION, EAST REACH, TAUNTON, TA1 3HT 

01823 334432 
www.lumination.co.uk 
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TO BRING OUT THE 
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WHO ARE JUST ARTIFICIAL?
Established in 2004, we have many 
years’ experience as one of the UK’s 
leading suppliers of high quality 
artificial plants, trees, silk flowers and 
related accessories, which we offer at 
competitive prices.

We have a range of fantastic options 
which will set your space apart from 
the rest, allowing you to create an 
indoor Eden. Our products are highly 
realistic, durable, and designed with 
particular care and attention by our 
master craftsmen, all of whom are 
experts in their field.

We’re able to create a product which is 
exceptional in its rendering, offering 
bespoke designs to suit the needs of 
your space, your business, and your 
tastes.

WHAT DO WE SELL?

Our range is always growing, supporting 
current modern trends as well as 
traditional needs, for indoor and 
outdoor use, tailored to complement 
any house, home office, or business.

We offer a complete product range 
for both domestic and business 
solutions including silk flowers, floral 
arrangements, artificial plants, trees 
(even palm trees), topiary, exotics, plant 
and tree displays, hedges, fruit, hanging 
baskets, ivy garlands and other foliage, 
synthetic lawn grass and astroturf, 
planters, pot pourri, organza ribbon, 
decorative butterflies, essential oils, 
oasis foam, metal wall art, and Christmas 
supplies.

There’s no minimum order so you can 
buy as much or as little as you need. 
We pride ourselves on how lifelike our 
products are and you can view close-
ups on many of our products to see for 
yourself – we’ve taken full advantage of 
the amazing advances in manufacture 
and realism that have been made over 
the years.

Whatever your choice, we have the 
design experience and the tools to make 
your space stand out. We can make your 
design look incredible, wherever you 
choose to site it. 

Orange Tree

At Just Artificial, we work with interior designers, decorators, set 
dressers, architects and more to set your premises apart from the 
rest. Our artificial plants, flowers, and trees are highly realistic to look 
and touch, as well as being durable and attractive.

ARTIFICIAL PLANTS
& TREES FOR BUSINESSES

Maple Tree

Areca Palm

www.justartificial.co.uk  |  01524 858888  |  sales@justartificial.co.uk

Online orders only, single use, 
1 per customer. Expires 20/10/19
Terms apply* See Website.

GET 10% OFF PRODUCTS
Quote coupon code EDS10 at checkout

SOURCING AND MANUFACTURING

We can usually source what you need even if we don’t already list it. If you 
require a large enough quantity and your project timescale and budget 
fit (4-6 months or so) we can even get products manufactured to your 
specifications from scratch.

WHO DO WE SELL TO?

Practically anyone anywhere? We handle large, bespoke bulk orders for 
refurbishments and refits on behalf of specification buyers, procurement 
management, architects, interior designers, and garden landscapers but we 
also handle small one-off orders from the general public.

Whatever the case, we have the perfect solution for your décor – one which 
will transform your space into something extraordinary.

WHO HAVE WE SUPPLIED?

Major companies in many industries including ITV, BBC, Channels 4 and 
5, Mulberry, Innocent Drinks, Monsoon, Bella Italia, Tescos, Big Brother, 
The Only Way is Essex, Coronation Street, Dancing on Ice, Park Resorts, 
Volkswagen, and more.

We’ve also sold to house builders, zoos, hotels, restaurants, shopping centres, 
theme parks, colleges and schools, cruise ships, theatres… the list goes on! 
We have tens of thousands of satisfied customers in the UK, in Europe, and 
across the World.

Our procurement managers and corporate buyers can provide offers on bulk 
orders for trade and help you finance your design, and our quotes are no 
obligation so call us today. We look forward to working with you!

ARTIFICIAL PLANTS & TREES FOR BUSINESSES

At Just Artificial, we work with interior designers, decorators, set dressers, 
architects and more to set your premises apart from the rest. Our artificial 
plants, flowers, and trees are highly realistic to look and touch, as well as 
being durable and attractive.

Our master craftsmen construct each one with painstaking care and 
attention to create an exceptionally ‘real’ artificial flower, and we offer 
bespoke solutions to suit the needs of your space, business and tastes.
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WHO ARE JUST ARTIFICIAL?
Established in 2004, we have many 
years’ experience as one of the UK’s 
leading suppliers of high quality 
artificial plants, trees, silk flowers and 
related accessories, which we offer at 
competitive prices.

We have a range of fantastic options 
which will set your space apart from 
the rest, allowing you to create an 
indoor Eden. Our products are highly 
realistic, durable, and designed with 
particular care and attention by our 
master craftsmen, all of whom are 
experts in their field.

We’re able to create a product which is 
exceptional in its rendering, offering 
bespoke designs to suit the needs of 
your space, your business, and your 
tastes.

WHAT DO WE SELL?

Our range is always growing, supporting 
current modern trends as well as 
traditional needs, for indoor and 
outdoor use, tailored to complement 
any house, home office, or business.

We offer a complete product range 
for both domestic and business 
solutions including silk flowers, floral 
arrangements, artificial plants, trees 
(even palm trees), topiary, exotics, plant 
and tree displays, hedges, fruit, hanging 
baskets, ivy garlands and other foliage, 
synthetic lawn grass and astroturf, 
planters, pot pourri, organza ribbon, 
decorative butterflies, essential oils, 
oasis foam, metal wall art, and Christmas 
supplies.

There’s no minimum order so you can 
buy as much or as little as you need. 
We pride ourselves on how lifelike our 
products are and you can view close-
ups on many of our products to see for 
yourself – we’ve taken full advantage of 
the amazing advances in manufacture 
and realism that have been made over 
the years.

Whatever your choice, we have the 
design experience and the tools to make 
your space stand out. We can make your 
design look incredible, wherever you 
choose to site it. 

Orange Tree

At Just Artificial, we work with interior designers, decorators, set 
dressers, architects and more to set your premises apart from the 
rest. Our artificial plants, flowers, and trees are highly realistic to look 
and touch, as well as being durable and attractive.

ARTIFICIAL PLANTS
& TREES FOR BUSINESSES

Maple Tree

Areca Palm

www.justartificial.co.uk  |  01524 858888  |  sales@justartificial.co.uk

Online orders only, single use, 
1 per customer. Expires 20/10/19
Terms apply* See Website.

GET 10% OFF PRODUCTS
Quote coupon code EDS10 at checkout

SOURCING AND MANUFACTURING

We can usually source what you need even if we don’t already list it. If you 
require a large enough quantity and your project timescale and budget 
fit (4-6 months or so) we can even get products manufactured to your 
specifications from scratch.

WHO DO WE SELL TO?

Practically anyone anywhere? We handle large, bespoke bulk orders for 
refurbishments and refits on behalf of specification buyers, procurement 
management, architects, interior designers, and garden landscapers but we 
also handle small one-off orders from the general public.

Whatever the case, we have the perfect solution for your décor – one which 
will transform your space into something extraordinary.

WHO HAVE WE SUPPLIED?

Major companies in many industries including ITV, BBC, Channels 4 and 
5, Mulberry, Innocent Drinks, Monsoon, Bella Italia, Tescos, Big Brother, 
The Only Way is Essex, Coronation Street, Dancing on Ice, Park Resorts, 
Volkswagen, and more.

We’ve also sold to house builders, zoos, hotels, restaurants, shopping centres, 
theme parks, colleges and schools, cruise ships, theatres… the list goes on! 
We have tens of thousands of satisfied customers in the UK, in Europe, and 
across the World.

Our procurement managers and corporate buyers can provide offers on bulk 
orders for trade and help you finance your design, and our quotes are no 
obligation so call us today. We look forward to working with you!

ARTIFICIAL PLANTS & TREES FOR BUSINESSES

At Just Artificial, we work with interior designers, decorators, set dressers, 
architects and more to set your premises apart from the rest. Our artificial 
plants, flowers, and trees are highly realistic to look and touch, as well as 
being durable and attractive.

Our master craftsmen construct each one with painstaking care and 
attention to create an exceptionally ‘real’ artificial flower, and we offer 
bespoke solutions to suit the needs of your space, business and tastes.
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At Just Artificial, we work with interior designers, decorators, set 
dressers, architects and more to set your premises apart from 

the rest. Our artificial plants, flowers, and trees are highly realistic 
to look and touch, as well as being durable and attractive.

ARTIFICIAL PLANTS
& TREES FOR BUSINESSES

www.justartificial.co.uk | 01524 858888
sales@justartificial.co.uk
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elevate your space 
Cibes Lift UK deliver unparalleled 
Scandinavian design and elegance, with 
home and commercial lifts that elevate 
your space, as well as adding functionality. 
Increasing the value, opulence, and 
longevity of your home is a reality with 
Cibes. Each lift is specially designed for 
ease of use and safety for all the family.

With	endless	customisation	and	colour	
options, Cibes truly creates a statement 
lift, unique to your space. Curate your lift 
from	a	wide	array	of	flooring	and	finish	
options, forging your very own one-of-a-
kind architectural statement. 

With	expert	engineers,	your	lift	will	be	
installed and ready to use within days 
thanks to experienced streamlined 
installation procedures. Our maintenance 
plans make it so easy to ensure the 
smooth and reliable running of your lift 
year-round. 
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• Minimal structural impact
• Minimal refurbishment
•	Fast	track	manufacturing	&	delivery
• Installation in just a few days
• Increase accessibility
• Improve safety
• A sense of luxury
• Future proof your home
• Increase resale value

ECO RANGE

For the environmentally conscious, the 
EcoSilent will tick every box for those 
wanting energy saving alternatives. 
Virtually silent, this lift uses around 45% 
less energy than a standard lift without its 
smart technology. Enjoy the comfort of 
your lift any time of day or night, without 
disrupting anyone else around you. The 
EcoSilent drive system acts like a built-in 
eco setting. It makes your home lift run in 
eco mode all the time.

• Carries Energy Label A
•	Energy	consumption	of	215	kWh/year*
• Less than a modern washing machine

Ordering a home lift with Cibes is a simple 
and hassle-free process, our team will 
guide	you	every	step	of	the	way.	With	both	
indoor and outdoor choices, Cibes will 
make sure your lift is perfectly integrated 
into your lifestyle and requirements. Take 
inspiration from our lifts installed all over 
the world from Dubai to the USA and 

HOME LIFTS

Cibes home lifts are machine room-
less, compact lift solutions, which have 
a low pit and top height compared to 
conventional lifts. Maximising the internal 
platform space is an integral design 
element of Cibes Platform lifts, ensuring 
you	get	the	most	from	your	space.	With	so	
many	benefits,	you	will	not	find	a	better	lift	
solution:

embrace true Scandinavian delight of a 
custom made lift.

To	find	out	more	about	Cibes	Lift	UK	visit	 
www.cibeslift.com/gb.	Email	info@
cibeslift.co.uk or call 0800 085 0269. 

Website: www.weareplanc.com 
Insta: @plancdesignandbuild 
Facebook:@weareplanclondon 
info@weareplanc.com
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‘Colour Confidence’ with Brandt 
Design and 190 RAL colours options

Find your perfect palette with a custom 
kitchen designed and installed by Brandt 
Design	in	2020	/	2021:	

Specialists in the design and installation 
of residential and commercial lifestyle 
interiors, Brandt Design, introduce new 
creative design-opportunities for its 
kitchen customers by expanding its 
furniture collections to include a diverse 
menu of 190 RAL colour options. 

Available across all shaker doors and 
flat	satin	lacquer	doors,	this	exciting	
development provides Brandt Design 
with even greater scope to deliver high-
specification	interior	projects	for	UK	
homeowners and developers alike, and 
Julia Steadman, Head of Operations at 
Brandt Design explains, “The personalized 
home continues to be a hot topic in 
interior design and working with different 
colour	stories	is	a	great	way	to	define	your	
own style and make a statement in the 
kitchen. At this time of great change and 
adversity, selecting the right colour can be 
a real asset for both your heart and home, 
able	to	define	a	specific	look	and	have	
positive effects on both your mood and 
productivity.” 

Recognising that colour is incredibly 
personal, Brandt Design is delighted to 
share this dynamic library of classic RAL 
colours across both its Heritage and Urban 
furniture collections to inspire your next 
kitchen project. 
A high-concept contemporary range that 
is sleek and versatile, Urban by Brandt 
Design offers something for everyone in 
terms	of	colours	and	finishes,	along	with	
a choice of handle or handleless furniture 
designs to help realise your dream kitchen.
Heritage by Brandt Design offers a more 
classical and bespoke range of furniture, 
which is beautifully crafted in the UK and 
available with a comprehensive range of 
colours and architectural features across 
the doors and hardware.

Scott Davis, Managing Director at Brandt 
Design says, “I am really pleased we 
continue to build our offering, with this 
recent development creating another 
level of custom interior design for our 
customers. The German-born RAL colour 
system	was	first	established	in	1927	as	a	
way	to	define	colours	for	paints,	finishes	
and plastics and the fact it is still going 
strong 90 years later says a lot about the 
markets love of colour and tonal variety.”

www.refurbandrestore.co.uk - 55 

WHAT IS YOUR COLOUR-STORY?

• MONOCHROME: one-colour kitchen 
interior with the same or variations of 
just one hue 

•	TWO-TONE:	dual	aspect	kitchen	with	
two	high	contrast	finishes	in	opposing	
colours

• BOLD: used in isolation to create a focal 
point or much-needed injection of colour

• NEUTRAL: colours that can function as 
either warm or cool like white, grey and 
taupe 

Brandt Design is very proud to share in 
this heritage and with such an extensive 
colour palette to choose from, its talented 
designers can go the extra mile to ensure 
the perfect kitchen for you and your home. 

Image shows furniture from the Urban 
Collection	by	Brandt	Design	in	Black	&	RAL	
1021 Colza Yellow with prices starting 
from £15,000+vat. For more info, please 
contact: 

Brandt Design 
w www.brandtdesign.co.uk 
e info@brandtkitchens.co.uk
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From Inspiration to Installation, 
the versatility of stone
Natural stone, with its diverse properties 
is	boundlessly	versatile.	Whether	you	are	
looking for classic traditional elegance or a 
chic and sophisticated contemporary look, 
there is a stone solution that will enhance 
your design. 

At Trajan Stone, our motto is “from 
inspiration to installation”, and we think 
this	exemplifies	our	service.	Firstly,	after	
understanding your design vision, we can 
help you choose the right material using 
our expertise to advise on colour, texture 
and suitability.  

We	will	then	source	the	stone	direct	
from the best quarries around the world, 
drawing	on	our	27	years’	experience.

Our team of highly skilled master stone 
masons will cut the stone to your precise 
specifications,	using	our	state-of-the-art	
CNC machinery. Finally, our discreet and 
trusted	craftsmen	will	fit	it	on	site.

We	are	proud	to	have	collaborated	with	
many leading architects, interior designers, 
building contractors, surveyors, landscape 
designers and private clients. Attention 
to detail, quality of performance and 

integrity are the core of our company 
values, as is achieving fabulous results 
for our customers. The bespoke 
Arabescato marble vanity pictured above 
was designed by one of our clients and 
expertly crafted and installed by our 
master masons, and is just one example 
of how we can take your inspirations to 
the next level.

Be it a beautiful book-matched marble 
bathroom, a sweeping stone staircase, an 
elegant	stone	floor	or	even	a	private	(or	
commercial) wellness spa, we are here to 
make your life easier.

We	have	even	made	a	bespoke	five-seater	
stone jacuzzi for a client before, so feel 
free to give us a challenge! 

At Trajan Stone we pride ourselves at 
keeping up with all the latest products 
and design trends, so even if you need a 
Dekton kitchen work surface or a Neolith 
feature	wall,	we’re	always	on	hand	to	help.	

www.trajanstone.com

Contemporary, traditional  
& truly bespoke living spaces

Cambridge  
design studio

NOW OPEN

Design studio open Monday to Saturday 9:30–5pm 
De Freville House, High Green, Great Shelford, Cambridge CB22 5EG 

Cambridge 01223 641050 | Norfolk 01953 601567

enquiries@bryanturnerkitchens.com | bryanturnerkitchens.com

Contact us to discuss how we can design your perfect room. 

http://www.trajanstone.com
http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
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Five Tips for Designing 
a Kitchen You’ll Love
When	designing	a	kitchen,	it’s	easy	to	
get carried away with the colours and 
accessories, but careful planning is 
required to ensure your kitchen is both 
beautiful and functional. Andy Briggs, 
interior designer for Optiplan Kitchens, 
shares his top tips for designing a kitchen 
you’ll	love.

1. Get the layout right –	When	designing	a	
layout and thinking about where everything 
should	go,	consider	how	and	where	you’ll	
use your appliances. If you are having 
a dishwasher, you want to ensure your 
crockery is in a cupboard nearby for easy 
unloading. For a child-friendly design, you 
want	to	keep	the	hob	out	of	traffic	areas	
so	children	don’t	catch	handles	or	cause	
spills when passing through. All these little 
considerations will make your kitchen a 
functional space. 

2. Plan your worktop around appliances 
– Landing spaces around appliances is 
extremely	important.	You	don’t	want	to	get	
a hot pan out of the oven and walk across 
the	kitchen	to	put	it	down.	We	recommend	
allowing around 15 inches of countertop 
on each side of a cooktop or refrigerator 
for easy meal prep. 

Optiplan Kitchens Classic Wickham range in Cornforth White, with Range-oven

Optiplan Kitchens Contemporary collection – built in oven/coffee machine

58 - www.refurbandrestore.co.uk www.refurbandrestore.co.uk - 59 

3. Don’t forget about your waste – It might 
be	boring	consideration,	but	after	you’ve	
designed	your	beautiful	kitchen,	you	don’t	
want a freestanding bin ruining the clean 
look of your new room. Integrated bins 
that contain recycling sections can be 
conveniently concealed within a cupboard, 
ideally below your sink. This is a good way 
to	ensure	you	maintain	a	clear	floor	space	
and keep recycling from building up on the 
worktop. 

4. Exciting electrics – The last thing you 
want to be doing is plugging in your juicer 
nowhere near your refrigerator, so take a 
moment to plan what small appliances you 
have and where you might want to use them. 
If	you	don’t	want	to	ruin	your	tiled	walls	with	
sockets, why not consider a pop-up kitchen 
socket that can be concealed when not in 
use. 

5. Choose the best materials for your design 
– Once you know the look you want, you can 
start selecting kitchen units, worktops and 
finishes.	A	lot	of	this	will	come	down	to	your	
budget,	but	if	you’ve	got	a	young	family,	you	

might	want	to	opt	for	something	that’s	easy	to	
clean	and	doesn’t	show	up	sticky	fingerprints.	
For your worktops, wood looks warm but 
needs regular maintenance, whilst natural 
stone is hard-wearing and easy to look after. 

If	you’re	ready	to	start	planning	your	new	
kitchen, or would like more information on 

kitchen	finance,	then	visit	optiplankitchens.
co.uk to locate your nearest showroom or 
book a design consultation. 

www.optiplankitchens.co.uk

Above left, Optiplan Kitchens Classic collection – internal drawer storage. Above right, Optiplan Kitchens Classic Dorchester range in Nightfall. 
Below, Optiplan Kitchens Classic Newark range in Ivory

http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
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book a design consultation. 

www.optiplankitchens.co.uk

Above left, Optiplan Kitchens Classic collection – internal drawer storage. Above right, Optiplan Kitchens Classic Dorchester range in Nightfall. 
Below, Optiplan Kitchens Classic Newark range in Ivory

http://co.uk
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Sinks move to the forefront 
of kitchen design
For years, the sink was often an 
afterthought when it came to kitchen 
design,	but	now	they	are	specified	far	
earlier in the decision-making process, 
explains James Cunningham, Sales 
Director at AGA Rangemaster. 

The	general	‘value’	of	a	sink	in	a	kitchen	is	
more widely recognised by consumers and 
designers alike, so it is no longer an item 
that is automatically downgraded should a 
project’s	budget	be	squeezed.	In	addition,	
today’s	sinks	need	to	be	hardwearing	and	
easy to clean, in order to meet the demands 
of the kitchen in a post-COVID-19 world, 
while complementing the overall scheme. 

MATERIAL CHOICE 
The three main materials used for sinks 
– stainless steel, ceramic and granite 
composite – each offer a different 
aesthetic, as well as their own individual 
features	and	benefits.

Stainless steel remains the most popular 
material choice when specifying a sink, 
due to its hardwearing properties and 
resistance against heat, scratches and 
stains.	However,	it’s	important	to	note	

that not all stainless steel is the same. 
To this end, at Rangemaster, all our sinks 
are	manufactured	using	high-grade	18/10	
stainless steel and we have created 
specific	finishing	touches,	including	ground	
edge trims to beautifully frame the sink and 
create a high-quality appearance. 

Ceramic sinks are fashioned from clay 
fired	at	extremely	high	temperatures	to	
provide superior strength, and a stunning 
high-gloss	finish.	They	are	stain	and	heat	
resistant, hygienic, easy to wipe clean and 
generally low maintenance, while the glossy 
finish	provides	added	visual	appeal.	Recent	
manufacturing developments have allowed 
fire	clay	sinks	to	become	lighter,	stronger	
and generally more practical, while still 
providing	the	same	aesthetic	benefits.	

Similarly, granite composite sinks are 
hygienic, nonporous and hardwearing 
– due to the way they are formed under 
extreme pressure; however, SCHOCK 
by Rangemaster models have taken the 
benefits	one	step	further	by	including	
ProHygienic	21,	the	world’s	first	sink	
material with recognised antibacterial 
properties. 
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The smooth, nonporous surface leaves no 
place for bacteria to thrive and, because 
it’s	food	safe,	provides	additional	space	
for meal preparation. Due to their material 
mix, granite composite sinks are also 
impact, heat and stain resistant. This 
provides consumers with a multifunctional 
appliance to place hot pans while dishing 
up, without scalding the surface, and 
prepare food without leaving unwanted 
smells or stains. They are also available 
in different colours, allowing them to 
complement cabinetry and worktop 
palettes.

INSTALLATION NATION 
Sinks continue to evolve in line with 
design trends and consumer demand. 
Undermount models remain popular, 
particularly in modern kitchens 
encompassing clean lines and 
contemporary styling. Such models are 
very discreet, as they sit under a worktop, 
creating	a	successful	‘flow’	through	
a kitchen – which is of paramount 
importance when designing a large, open-
plan space. Inset sinks, on the other hand, 
tend to have more of a presence, drawing 
the eye more to the food preparation and 
washing-up areas. 

From a practical perspective, the 
configuration	of	the	bowl	is	an	important	
factor. Single-bowl models work well 
for compact kitchens, while average-
sized	spaces	will	benefit	from	a	1.5-
bowl version offering additional space 
for draining or preparing food. Larger 
kitchens, with plentiful worktop space, can 
accommodate double bowls for all-round 
extra washing and prep room. 

Sit-on Belfast sinks are also becoming 
more prevalent throughout the sector, 
integrating seamlessly into Shaker and 
traditional-style kitchens of all price points. 
The deep bowl is ideal for washing pots 
and	pans	too	large	to	fit	in	the	dishwasher.

EMERGING TRENDS 
Metallic	finishes	are	still	highly	sought	
after,	here	at	Rangemaster,	we’re	
anticipating	granite	sinks	with	flecks	of	
silver that add shimmer and sheen to 
increase in popularity. Demand for granite 
composite designs is also expected to 
grow further, especially as consumers 
and	specifiers	become	more	aware	of	
the	material’s	antibacterial	properties.	
One thing is for certain, 2021 looks set to 
be focused on hygiene and high design 
across both new-build and renovation 
projects. 

www.rangemaster.co.uk
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Stone Paving Direct has grown 
exponentially since its launch; 
rapidly gaining a reputation on-line 
as the “go-to company” for premium 
paving at incredibly low prices – our 
ethos is to transform your living 
space for less. Serving homeowners 
landscapers, retailers and property 
developers, we can ship a single 
crate to full loads, regularly 
dispatching over 1000 m2 per day. 

With	a	management	team	that	has	
vast sector experience, coupled 
with an incredibly talented team 
based in the UK and overseas. 
Serving our customers from 
strategically located warehouses 
underpins the DNA of our operation 
which is to keep costs low without 

compromising on quality. This 
business model enables us to 
supply an ever-growing portfolio of 
products offering wide appeal to suit 
all tastes and budgets.

Our warehouses stock circa 50,000 
m2 of patio paving slabs, including 
Granite, Limestone, Sandstone 
and Porcelain. All products can be 
purchased from our website or by 
calling our friendly team on 01908 
973	298	with	prices	inclusive	of	VAT	
and	free	delivery	(to	most	UK	areas). 

www.stonepavingdirect.co.uk

Stone Paving Direct

LANDSCAPING & EXTERNAL WORKS

Today’s	high-performance	composite	
deck boards, like those from Trex, 
are warranted to last for 25+ years. 
But what about the substructure 
underneath? If the posts and beams 
that support the deck are made of 
wood, they may deteriorate long 
before the decking warranty elapses. 

Now, there is a simple and cost-
effective solution to combat the 
damaging effects of nature and time. 
Trex® Protect™ Joist and Beam Tape, 
available in two widths – 4.13cm 
and	7.94cm,	is	a	self-adhesive	butyl	
tape designed to protect wooden 
joists and beams from moisture 
that can lead to rot, wood decay and 

the loosening of deck screws and 
fasteners. Trex® Protect™ allows 
wood	to	breathe	and	won’t	bleed,	dry	
out as quickly, or curl up and hold 
water like many asphalt-based tapes.

For more information about Trex® 
Protect™ visit https://trexprotect.
com/uk/

Ensure the life of your 
deck with Trex® Protect™

Springbridge Direct Ltd -  one of the UK’s  
largest turf and topsoil suppliers
Running a Fleet 20 Vehicles we are able 
to supply soft landscaping materials in 
bulk bags, pallets or loose tipper loads 
in any quantity from one ton to one 
thousand tons. 

Based in a prime location on the 
outskirts	of	West	London,	we	can	deliver	
with	our	own	fleet	of	vehicles	through	
the South East, as well as delivering 
nationwide using our network of pallet 
couriers. 

All	Springbridge’	s	products	are	tested	
to the highest standards to ensure 
quality	throughout	our	range.	Whether	
you’re	looking	for	BS3882:2015	
standard topsoil, TGA approved Turf 
or 6.1 rated multi trip bulk bags we will 
have, or be able to source products to 
any	specification.	

Alternatively you may just want some 
bog standard turf and topsoil for a small 
back	garden.	We	can	do	this	as	well.	

With	over	30	years’	experience	in	the	
industry,	a	fast	efficient	delivery	service,	
high quality products and good value 
pricing we urge you to give us a try on 
your next order and let us show you 
what we can do.

 www.springbridge.co.uk
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Products that tell a story
Plastic waste saved from landfill since 1995 and 
turned into award-winning second life products.
Plaswood is the sustainable, durable and maintenance free 
alternative to traditional materials.

Sustainable Long
Lasting

Maintenance
Free

Non
Staining

Weather
Proof

Versatile High
Strength

DurableRecyclable* UV Stable**

a brand of
Full range includes: Tables  •  Benches  •  Bins/Composters  •  Planters  •  Garden furniture  •  Edging    

Decking  •  Fencing/Gates  •  Signage  •  Lumber  •  Boardwalks

Maintenance Free Decking 
Remade for  our  wor ld

Begin your journey towards a maintenance free garden, visit 
us at www.plaswood.eco or call us on +44 (0) 333 202 6800

Our Products
An extensive range of sustainable solutions.
Plaswood products are made from recycled plastic, are 
maintenance and splinter free, rot and weather proof.

Planters
Remade for  our  wor ld

Terrace Set
Remade for  our  wor ld

Space Saver
Remade for  our  wor ld

Composters
Remade for  our  wor ld

Deck Chairs 
Remade for  our  wor ld

http://www.springbridge.co.uk
http://www.stonepavingdirect.co.uk
http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
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Daisy House Advantages:

- Exclusively handcrafted 
- Made from natural products
- Thatched roof
- Use to house hot tub
- Use as office
- Use to relax & enjoy your garden

Office 4.1, The Studio, Kirkhill Office Park,
81 Broom Road East, Newton Mearns, 
Glasgow, G77 5LL
Tel: 0141 639 3920 
Mob: 0788 778 0220
Email: info@bincovers.co.uk

GR    DAISY  H   USESGR    DAISY  H   USESGR    DAISY  H   USES
www.steelfencepanels.co.uk

GR    DAISY  BIN  C   VERSGR    DAISY  BIN  C   VERSGR    DAISY  BIN  C   VERS
www.bincovers.co.uk

Bin cover Advantages:
- Modern aesthetic appearance
- Stops Vermin raiding your bins or bins being blown over
- Durable & Strong structure, light and very easy   to assemble and can be added to
- The sheet metal used is resistant to changing weather conditions, durable and maintenance   
   free
- Hot dip galvanised, powder coated finish – so Rust Free
- Available in various colours and in Wood effects
- Competitive Retail Prices starting at £230
- Competitive Trade Prices on Request

Office 4.1, The Studio, Kirkhill Office Park,
81 Broom Road East, Newton Mearns, Glasgow, G77 5LL

Tel: 0141 639 3920 Mob: 0788 778 0220
Email: info@bincovers.co.uk

GR    DAISY  H   USES
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Case Study: The Hockley Project
Hot tubs and swim spas have been the 
ultimate garden accessory during the 2020 
lockdown period and can provide a tonic 
for everyone.

But now that winter is here, what happens 
to them? 

In August 2020, Caribbean Blinds installed 
one of their award-winning Outdoor Living 
Pods™	(the	Deluxe	model)	to	protect	a	six-
metre swim spa and hot tub so that it can 
be used all year round. 

As a family with a focus on health and 
wellbeing, the client wanted to fully enclose 
their	hot	tub/swim	spa	structure	so	that	
even on the coldest and wettest days they 
could be in their hot tub.

The Deluxe model was selected as 
one single structure can cover up to 
seven metres in a single module. As the 
maximum width of the side screens on this 
model is 6 metres, the area for the back 
and front screens of the structure has been 

split so that a central upright allows for two 
x	3.5	metre	screens	to	span	the	7	metres.	

This Deluxe model Outdoor Living Pod™ 
has screens on all sides so they can 
close the space in, shutting the roof 
and dropping the sides down for full 
protection against incumbent weather 
but also against hot, glaring sunshine, 
by positioning the blinds accordingly. 
Everything on the structure is individually 
controlled so the user has complete 
flexibility.

"The Outdoor Living Pod has transformed 
this	area	completely.	We	are	now	able	to	
use both the hot tub and the swim spa 
all year round….It has provided us with so 
many options to accommodate the typical 
British	weather."		Wylsie	-	Hockley,	Essex

The Caribbean Blinds Outdoor Living Pod™ 
provides the ultimate luxury, all-weather, 
outdoor living space that gives the 
customer complete, year-round control of 
the elements. Key features include:

• Innovative rotating louvered roof permits 
the user to play with light and shade

• Open-air alfresco feel when left fully open

•	Water,	wind	and	snow-tight	roof	when	
closed

• Optional windproof screens, ambient LED 
perimeter lighting and instant infra-red 
heaters for a cosy environment 

• Constructed from super strong, corrosion 
resistant, powder coated aluminium for 
durability and longevity

To find out more about the award-
winning Outdoor Living Pod™, visit www.
cbsolarshading.co.uk/outdoor-living-pod 
or alternatively speak to the Caribbean 
Blinds trade team on 0344 800 1947 about 
incorporating the Outdoor Living Pod into 
your garden designs. 
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Sun.
Shade.
Shelter.

OUTDOOR LIVING PODOUTDOOR LIVING PODTMTM - LOUVERED ROOF  - LOUVERED ROOF ||

ALL WEATHER | TERRACE COVERINGS

Our innovative retractable awnings and aluminium pergolas provide 
flexible shade and shelter, allowing outdoor spaces to be enjoyed come 
sun, wind, rain or even snow*. Proudly UK manufactured since 1987.

Waterproof fabric or aluminium louvered roofs

Effortless motorised remote control operation

Wind resistant upto Beaufort 12 (hurricane force)*

Optional LED lighting & infra-red heating

5 year guarantee for peace of mind

Winner

★★★★★

BEST GARDEN BUY

t 0344 800 1947

w cbsolarshading.co.uk/residential
e info@cbsolarshading.co.uk

*Wind resistance and snow load based on our louvered roof Outdoor Living PodsTM

SHOWSITES IN   |   SUFFOLK   |   MIDDLESEX   |   SURREY
CUBA - PATIO AWNING CUBA - PATIO AWNING ||

http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
http://round�.It
http://cbsolarshading.co.uk/outdoor-living-pod
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RESTORATION WORKS COMPLETE ON 
HISTORIC WESTMINSTER HALL
AFTER vital restoration works, the iconic 
Grade	1	listed	Westminster	Hall	–	the	oldest	
part	of	the	Palace	of	Westminster	–	has	
been returned to its full glory so it can be 
appreciated for decades to come.

Works	to	clean	the	hall’s	14th	century	
hammer-beam roof internally; carry out 
essential repairs to the roof timber trusses; 
repair and restore the lead-covered roof 
lantern;	install	fire	safety	equipment,	
including	an	automated	fire	detection	and	
voice alarm system; and install all cabling 
infrastructure for a future lighting scheme 
have now been completed.

Built environment consultancy Pick 
Everard	–	operating	under	Perfect	Circle’s	
unique collaboration – provided project 
management services for the scheme, 
which was accelerated by SCAPE 
Consultancy, a direct award framework that 
drives	collaboration,	efficiency,	time	and	
cost savings.

Gary Buick, director at Pick Everard, which 
is	one	of	Perfect	Circle’s	shareholders	
and	founding	partners,	said:	“Westminster	
Hall is a key thoroughfare to the Palace 
of	Westminster	and	used	by	hundreds	
of people daily. Over the past few years, 
restoration and maintenance works have 
been carried out to ensure the hall remains 
safe for public use.

“The roof lantern atop the hall has been 
carefully dismantled and restored using 
traditional craftsmanship. Hidden since 
2005, the ornate timber interior of the 
lantern can be seen once more.

“Not only can the public experience 
Westminster	Hall	in	its	original	glory,	but	the	
beams	and	lantern	shouldn’t	require	further	
conservation work for another hundred 
or so years, providing a lasting legacy for 
generations to come.”

The hall – which is deemed to be the 
gateway	to	the	Palace	of	Westminster,	
a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site	–	was	
originally	built	in	1097	by	King	William	II	and	
later	remodelled	to	include	the	magnificent	
hammer-beam roof by Richard II in 1393. It 
is the only part of the palace that survives 
in almost its original form, despite being 
ravaged	by	a	fire	in	October	1834	and	
damaged by an incendiary bomb during the 
Second	World	War.

The uses of the hall have included great 
state occasions, tournaments, coronation 
feasts, state trials and even a marketplace. 
Notable historical events include the trials of 
William	Wallace	and	Charles	I	and,	in	more	
recent years, ceremonial addresses by the 
Queen, Nelson Mandela and Barack Obama. 
Today, it continues to be used as the venue 

for lying-in-state royals, as well as a raft of 
events and public displays.

After the hall was bombed in the war, the 
roof lantern that sits atop the roof was 
rebuilt in the 1950s. In 2005, a temporary 
crash deck was installed to ensure the 
structure was safe, but which obscured 
the view of the lantern – limiting public 
appreciation for more than a decade.

Gary said: “As the roof lantern is a timber 
structure with lead cladding, cast lead 

detailing and internal timber panels, its 
restoration required a lot of specialist 
carpentry works. For health and safety 
purposes,	we	couldn’t	put	any	additional	
weight on the roof so a complex, self-
supporting scaffold bridge was constructed 
so work could be carried out.

“It was of great importance that the lantern 
remained true to its roots, so the original 
sand-cast lead was removed, melted down 
and re-cast using the same traditional 
method that was applied when it was made 
in the 1950s.
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“Now the repair and restoration of the 
lantern is complete, the temporary crash 
deck has been removed, which has once 
again	opened	up	its	true	magnificence	to	all	
walking through the hall.”

Westminster	Hall’s	grand	roof,	which	was	
commissioned by Richard II in 1393, is the 
largest medieval timber roof in Northern 
Europe. It is home to 13 oak hammer-beams, 
weighing some 660 tonnes, that were largely 
manufactured off site and transported to 
Westminster	by	barges	and	horse-drawn	
wagons for assembly.

Gary	said:	“When	essential	repairs	and	
cleaning were being carried out on the roof, 
360 litres of dust was removed from each 
roof	truss.	A	fully	automated	fire	detection	
and voice-activated alarm system was 
also installed as part of the works. The 
equipment has been obscured from view 
– remaining sympathetic to the traditional 
design but updating the technology to suit 

modern standards and safety requirements.”

Part	of	the	project’s	vision	was	for	
Westminster	Hall	to	remain	open	to	the	
public throughout the construction works, 
subject to closures as a result of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“One of the biggest challenges was 
to maintain health and safety and the 
operational requirements of the hall so 
the	public	wasn’t	inconvenienced	by	the	
works,” said Gary.

“This involved installing large vinyl 
canvases that included photos of the 
windows before the temporary, complex 
scaffolding was put up. Not only did these 
cover up the supporting framework but, 
as lots of tourists visit the hall, it meant 
they could still experience the oldest 
parts	of	Westminster	rather	than	seeing	a	
construction site.

“A lot of the work was also undertaken out 
of hours during evenings and weekends so 
as not to disrupt the sitting of the House of 
Lords and House of Commons.”

SCAPE Consultancy is fully OJEU-
compliant procurement route that brings 
together the strongest collaborative team 
with value for money, while contributing 
substantially to local social value.

Victoria Brambini, managing director of 
Perfect	Circle,	said:	“We	are	delighted	to	
have been involved in such a prestigious 
project to restore certain elements of one 
of	Britain’s	most	iconic	buildings,	which	
has	played	a	central	role	in	our	country’s	
history.”

Mark Robinson, SCAPE chief executive, 
added: “After almost a millennium of 
service, it takes extreme diligence, skill and 
care	to	give	a	building	like	Westminster	
Hall the restoration it deserves. The expert 
guidance and consultation that Perfect 
Circle has provided to support this high-
quality	project	is	befitting	of	this	unique	
building that contains volumes of British 
history.

“The refurbishment of the public estate, 
including that at the very highest end of 
government, will play an important role in 
enabling	the	nation’s	economic	recovery.	
This project is an outstanding example 
of how it can be accelerated through 
the use of a framework that promotes 
collaboration and a collective effort to 
deliver outstanding project results.”

For more information on Perfect Circle, 
please visit www.perfectcircle.co.uk.
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Defining the refurbishment sector
By Matt Nash, Gunning London Business 
Development Manager

The refurbishment sector is simultaneously 
more connected and more separated 
than people realise. There are commercial 
properties, covering retail, leisure, 
healthcare,	and	office	work,	and	residential	
properties that are private or social. 
Then the works needed differ for every 
project.	Whether	it’s	window	and	door	
repair,	façade	cleaning,	fire	proofing	or	
interior improvements, pragmatism is key. 
Simultaneously though, the best companies 
consider all aspects of the building. Interior 
designs	should	match	the	building’s	
purpose,	the	exterior	should	fit	with	its	
surrounding	environment,	and	fire	safety	
and sustainability should be at the forefront 
of	all	plans.	With	reference	to	some	of	our	
own projects, I will map out three key areas 
of the industry, external restorations, safety 
improvements and interior improvements, to 
illustrate these two concurrent points.

RESTORING BEAUTY

They	say	it’s	what’s	on	the	inside	that	
counts.	But	a	building’s	exterior	is	a	far	cry	
from	the	front	cover	of	a	book.	It’s	a	window	
into	the	structure’s	origins,	an	ever-present,	
while the interior is remoulded to suit 
its purpose and occupants. For heritage 
buildings in particular, the task is not one 
of ripping up and starting again, but one 
of understanding. The contractor must 
maintain	and	restore	a	building’s	original	
beauty whilst ensuring it is functional and 
safe. 

Take our work at Brendon and Treborough 
House, where the building was approaching 
a state of disrepair having been previously 
refurbished using poorly matched bricks 
and	mortar.	We	placed	great	impetus	on	our	
brick and mortar selection and undertook a 
thorough cleaning and renovation process 
which restored the striking contrast between 
the red bricks and the white gables. 

On	a	more	functional	level,	roofing	
works saw lead and slate repair and 
the	implementation	of	a	liquid	roofing	&	
waterproofing	system.	This,	along	with	
window and door replacement, has helped 
bring	the	building’s	performance	into	the	
modern day so it can remain a stunning 
symbol	of	West	London’s	architecture	for	
years to come. 

IMPROVING BUILDING SAFETY 

In all buildings, safety is paramount. The 
Grenfell tragedy and the subsequent Hackett 
Review	have	rightly	put	fire	safety	at	the	top	
of	the	agenda	and	fire	door	/	fire	proofing	
projects are only increasing.  

We	recently	completed	a	project	at	the	
Highgate Mental Health Centre to ensure 
the building met FRA regulations and 
limited	potential	fire	spread.	As	a	high-risk	
area, great impetus was placed on careful 
planning to ensure patients, hospital staff 
and our employees remained safe. This, in a 
sense, is a microcosm of the refurbishment 
industry	itself.	Whilst	projects	involving	fire	
door installation are increasingly regular, 
there is no universal approach or guide to 

follow. Instead, contractors must approach 
their task pragmatically and come up with 
unique solutions.  

INTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS

No building is complete without a safe, warm 
and	comfortable	interior.	Office	spaces	in	
particular are often drab and tired, but with 
the right company they can be transformed 
into bright and vibrant working environments. 

We	delivered	internal	refurbishments	
and lighting upgrades to the University 
of	London’s	Stewart	House.	New	carpets	
delineated walkways and workspaces 
and improved accessibility for the visually 
impaired, while the old carpets were 
recycled; Dulux Diamond Matt paint was 
chosen for the walls due to its durability and 
environmental qualities; and  energy saving 
LED lights replaced halogen lights, creating 
a much brighter space while consuming 
significantly	less	energy.	

There are so many elements to this industry 
– exterior, interior, safety, sustainability, to 
name but a few – but the key to success, 
particularly in this day and age, is seeing the 
links between these. Thinking broadly about 
the	building	as	a	whole	and	how	it	will	fit	
into its surrounding environment is crucial 
to success, and a key focus for us here at 
Gunning London.
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the	building	as	a	whole	and	how	it	will	fit	
into its surrounding environment is crucial 
to success, and a key focus for us here at 
Gunning London.

 

www.tgunning.co.uk
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Flush-fi tting, with a simple, elegant beauty, 
Cedral Click brings a low-maintenance modernity 

to any commercial or residential application  

Easy to install

Low maintenance

Water resistant

UV resistant

Factory applied colour

Cedral Click full page ad 210x297+6mm.indd   1 10/02/2020   11:16

http://www.cedral.co.uk
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The Macallan Distillery and Visitor 
Experience in Craigellachie, 
Speyside in Scotland is a stunning 
sight. Five meadow-covered hills 
hide the undulating roof of the 
distillery. The contemporary building 
combines a wooden roof with glass 
and steel. Fast, light and green Kerto 
LVL	(laminated	veneer	lumber)	was	
used as part of the prefabricated 
roof.

The building includes a Visitor 
Experience centre, three still houses 
and a mash house with a common 
roof and fully glazed wall. This 

reflects	the	wishes	of	the	Macallan	
Distillery, a premium brand, whose 
single malt whisky production 
dates back to 1824. The goal was 
a contemporary facility celebrating 
phasing, authenticity and honesty. 

“Kerto LVL is a very good engineered 
wood material, because you can 
trust the material dimensions,” says 
Johannes Rebhahn, Sales Director 
International Timber Projects at 
Wiehag,	who	was	responsible	for	the	
roof	construction.	. 

www.metsawood.com

Metsä Wood: Wooden roof of 
Macallan Distillery resonates 
authenticity and honesty 

British Olympic gold medallists 
Laura and Jason Kenny CBE recently 
refurbished their conservatory 
with	a	WARMroof	solid	roof	–	the	
award-winning	system	from	Prefix	
Systems. 

Their old conservatory was in 
desperate need of some TLC due 
to the bad leaking and extreme 
temperatures so they decided 
to upgrade to a system that 
would allow them to enjoy their 
conservatory all year round. 

Our trade customer who installed 
the	WARMroof	commented	“The	
WARMroof	is	the	best	solid	roof	
on the market. It is a true warm-
roof construction and such a great 

system to install – we can have it 
watertight in just one day. Laura 
and Jason were over the moon with 
it	and	it’s	not	hard	to	see	why	–	it	
looks fantastic!”

Prefix Systems Ltd
01254 871800
www.prefixsystems.co.uk
Facebook: Prefix Systems Ltd
Instagram: @prefixsystems
Twitter: @prefixsystems
Cunliffe road | Whitebirk Ind. Estate 
Blackburn | BB1 5UA

Only the best for the best

Roofing, Cladding & Facades
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It takes a long 
time to create 
perfection.

Once in a while a product comes along 
and changes everything, from the way 
it’s crafted to the way it works. Products 
are often copied and many are great 
ideas that never really see true success 
in their application. Many years are 
spent searching for a product that will 
ultimately surpass expectations, stand 
the test of time and become recognised 
as the leader in its fi eld.

We created one of those successful 
products nearly two decades ago and 
still today it has never been equalled.

Why? 

Because we have never compromised 
on quality.

UNIFOLD® Unrivalled excellence in gutter lining technology.
www.gutterliners.com

https://www.versatileltd.uk/
http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
http://www.prefixsystems.co.uk
http://www.metsawood.com
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‘To Sell or Specify?’
By Wojciech Brozyna, Managing Director of 
Aluprof UK Limited 

There are many ways of completing 
various projects we undertake in both our 
personal and business lives. So, what are 
the	‘drivers’	to	complete	the	work	required?	
how do we view the timeline to completion, 
what resources do we use and what 
inconveniences do we experience if we 
have to do the work again? 

Taking a step back and looking at these 
issues enables us to better understand the 
work we require and how to complete it.

The	question	is	do	we	look	for	a	‘quick	fix’	
one that will possibly fail again at some 
point,	or	do	we	look	at	a	‘permanent	fix’,	
something that we can complete and 
forget, or hopefully have pride in a job 
well	done?	What	about	costs?	I	suppose	it	
depends on our timing, availability of funds 
and	potential	inconvenience.	Window	and	
facade requirements easily fall within these 
basic parameters and mind sets.

Let’s	look	at	an	example...	

A vertical ribbon glazing requirement over 
several	floors,	do	we	use	curtain	wall,	or	
do we consider a stacked window system? 
The	curtain	wall,	correctly	specified	and	
installed, could be seen as a ‘permanent 
fix’,	whilst	a	vertical	run	of	jointed	windows	

could	be	seen	as	a	‘quick	fix’	and	certainly	
cheaper.	So,	do	we	prioritise	the	‘sell’	
and offer the cheapest solution, or do 
we	‘specify’	offering	the	client	the	robust	
and probably correct solution for a long 
and trouble free installation? Maybe both 
approaches could be correct, but we need 
to determine the clients requirements.

When	a	commercial	aluminium	systems	
company or installer quotes for a project, 
they	are	seen	as	the	‘specialist’.	No	
one on site will generally question the 
specification,	as	long	as	it	is	broadly	in	line	
with the architects design intent unless the 
main contractor has employed their own 
facade consultant, or has a full time facade 
manager involved. In the absence of this 
further	specialist	do	we	‘sell’	or	‘specify’?	
Often to gain an order, some installers will 
offer the most cost effective solution based 
on installation costs, but, by looking at 
the project as a whole and not the system 
being costed in isolation, a more robust 
system can be used at a similar cost if the 
installation	was	‘Value	Managed’.

Value Management looks at every process 
from order through to completion. In the 
facade industry the principles of Value 
Management have been adopted by Aluprof 
to deliver competitive installations in 
conjunction with their extensive network of 
fabricators and installers.

To begin with, an overview of the complete 
project programme is needed, with each 
of the processes and deadlines for 
completion itemised. It is at this stage that 
options are discussed. One of the obvious 
choices is that of the system to be used for 
the facade, as with other high end systems 
companies, Aluprof offer their systems in 
various designs to meet the exact needs of 
the building. 

An example of this can be seen in Aluprof's 
popular	MB-SR50N	Curtain	Wall	system,	
far from being a single system there are 
many options to choose from, these include 
various insulation levels, capping options 
or structural arrangements, each choice 
represents a cost or a cost saving. It's 
a little like specifying options on a new 
car taking the base model of choice as a 
starting point. 

A further consideration is the optimisation 
of	aluminium	profile	cutting.	To	reduce	
wastage	on	fabrication,	profiles	can	be	
extruded to special lengths which offer 
high levels of cutting optimisation which in 
turn reduces material waste, which reduces 
costs. These are just some of the important 
issues that are reviewed in the Value 
Management process which ensures that 
the completed project performs exactly 
as	specified	and	perfectly	meets	with	the	
clients expectations.
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Utilising BIM to its fullest extent will 
always ensure that complications are 
discussed and cleared at very early 
stages, this again saves cost further down 
the supply chain. Utilising BIM reduces 
the quantity of detailed installation 
drawings that need to be completed which 
compliment the BIM model. Aluprof offer 
a wide range of BIM models which are 
constantly being revised to offer as much 
data as can be easily incorporated into a 
current BIM project.

With	a	large	systems	company	such	
as Aluprof, working on the Value 
Management of a project at the very 
early stages, options such as choice 
of fabrication location can be explored 
to offer the best value and quality. An 
example of this could be complex details 
within a unitised project where a local 
fabricator could produce all the standard 
units and where complex, say curved units, 
are manufactured competitively elsewhere 
where specialist equipment is available. 

The key to any programme would be to 
add value, not in cost terms, but in quality 
and time performance. As we are all too 
aware,	time	delays	on	site	carry	significant	
costs for both main contractor and 
consequently sub-contractor.

To ensure that any installation meets 
exacting	site	requirements,	new	profiles	
can form part of the Value Management 
process. 

New	profiles	could	offer	not	just	a	better	
detail,	but	new	profiles	can	reduce	costs	and	
can reduce the time taken to install on site. 
At the extreme end of Value Management 
is the option of developing an entirely new 
system to meet a projects requirement. 
The experience within the technical team at 
Aluprof makes this option entirely possible, 
as it has been done before.

Installation 'Value Management' could mean 
that on site teams are chosen with installers 
who are fully experienced in the exact 
systems being installed, possibly by making 
up new teams with highly experienced site 
agents who know the systems being used 
very well as they have worked on extensive 
installations using the same systems.

These are just a few of the considerations 
reviewed	when	Aluprof	are	specified	in	

any facade or window project from the 
early design stages. The results speak for 
themselves,	with	Aluprof’s	extensive	growth	
in the UK working for some of the largest 
commercial contractors.

Since	setting	up	the	Aluprof	Project	Office	
at the Business Design Centre in London the 
systems company has rapidly grown their 
specification	influence	in	the	UK	with	their	
high performance architectural aluminium 
systems.	With	overseas	growth	across	
Europe spreading into the Middle East and 
firm	roots	already	in	the	East	of	the	USA,	
the company is becoming a global player in 
facade supply.
 

Further information is available on the 
companies website at aluprof.co.uk or 
direct from their UK office in Altrincham on 
0161 941 4005.

http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk


78 - www.refurbandrestore.co.uk

‘To Sell or Specify?’
By Wojciech Brozyna, Managing Director of 
Aluprof UK Limited 

There are many ways of completing 
various projects we undertake in both our 
personal and business lives. So, what are 
the	‘drivers’	to	complete	the	work	required?	
how do we view the timeline to completion, 
what resources do we use and what 
inconveniences do we experience if we 
have to do the work again? 

Taking a step back and looking at these 
issues enables us to better understand the 
work we require and how to complete it.

The	question	is	do	we	look	for	a	‘quick	fix’	
one that will possibly fail again at some 
point,	or	do	we	look	at	a	‘permanent	fix’,	
something that we can complete and 
forget, or hopefully have pride in a job 
well	done?	What	about	costs?	I	suppose	it	
depends on our timing, availability of funds 
and	potential	inconvenience.	Window	and	
facade requirements easily fall within these 
basic parameters and mind sets.

Let’s	look	at	an	example...	

A vertical ribbon glazing requirement over 
several	floors,	do	we	use	curtain	wall,	or	
do we consider a stacked window system? 
The	curtain	wall,	correctly	specified	and	
installed, could be seen as a ‘permanent 
fix’,	whilst	a	vertical	run	of	jointed	windows	

could	be	seen	as	a	‘quick	fix’	and	certainly	
cheaper.	So,	do	we	prioritise	the	‘sell’	
and offer the cheapest solution, or do 
we	‘specify’	offering	the	client	the	robust	
and probably correct solution for a long 
and trouble free installation? Maybe both 
approaches could be correct, but we need 
to determine the clients requirements.

When	a	commercial	aluminium	systems	
company or installer quotes for a project, 
they	are	seen	as	the	‘specialist’.	No	
one on site will generally question the 
specification,	as	long	as	it	is	broadly	in	line	
with the architects design intent unless the 
main contractor has employed their own 
facade consultant, or has a full time facade 
manager involved. In the absence of this 
further	specialist	do	we	‘sell’	or	‘specify’?	
Often to gain an order, some installers will 
offer the most cost effective solution based 
on installation costs, but, by looking at 
the project as a whole and not the system 
being costed in isolation, a more robust 
system can be used at a similar cost if the 
installation	was	‘Value	Managed’.

Value Management looks at every process 
from order through to completion. In the 
facade industry the principles of Value 
Management have been adopted by Aluprof 
to deliver competitive installations in 
conjunction with their extensive network of 
fabricators and installers.

To begin with, an overview of the complete 
project programme is needed, with each 
of the processes and deadlines for 
completion itemised. It is at this stage that 
options are discussed. One of the obvious 
choices is that of the system to be used for 
the facade, as with other high end systems 
companies, Aluprof offer their systems in 
various designs to meet the exact needs of 
the building. 

An example of this can be seen in Aluprof's 
popular	MB-SR50N	Curtain	Wall	system,	
far from being a single system there are 
many options to choose from, these include 
various insulation levels, capping options 
or structural arrangements, each choice 
represents a cost or a cost saving. It's 
a little like specifying options on a new 
car taking the base model of choice as a 
starting point. 

A further consideration is the optimisation 
of	aluminium	profile	cutting.	To	reduce	
wastage	on	fabrication,	profiles	can	be	
extruded to special lengths which offer 
high levels of cutting optimisation which in 
turn reduces material waste, which reduces 
costs. These are just some of the important 
issues that are reviewed in the Value 
Management process which ensures that 
the completed project performs exactly 
as	specified	and	perfectly	meets	with	the	
clients expectations.

78 - www.refurbandrestore.co.uk www.refurbandrestore.co.uk - 79 

Utilising BIM to its fullest extent will 
always ensure that complications are 
discussed and cleared at very early 
stages, this again saves cost further down 
the supply chain. Utilising BIM reduces 
the quantity of detailed installation 
drawings that need to be completed which 
compliment the BIM model. Aluprof offer 
a wide range of BIM models which are 
constantly being revised to offer as much 
data as can be easily incorporated into a 
current BIM project.

With	a	large	systems	company	such	
as Aluprof, working on the Value 
Management of a project at the very 
early stages, options such as choice 
of fabrication location can be explored 
to offer the best value and quality. An 
example of this could be complex details 
within a unitised project where a local 
fabricator could produce all the standard 
units and where complex, say curved units, 
are manufactured competitively elsewhere 
where specialist equipment is available. 

The key to any programme would be to 
add value, not in cost terms, but in quality 
and time performance. As we are all too 
aware,	time	delays	on	site	carry	significant	
costs for both main contractor and 
consequently sub-contractor.

To ensure that any installation meets 
exacting	site	requirements,	new	profiles	
can form part of the Value Management 
process. 

New	profiles	could	offer	not	just	a	better	
detail,	but	new	profiles	can	reduce	costs	and	
can reduce the time taken to install on site. 
At the extreme end of Value Management 
is the option of developing an entirely new 
system to meet a projects requirement. 
The experience within the technical team at 
Aluprof makes this option entirely possible, 
as it has been done before.

Installation 'Value Management' could mean 
that on site teams are chosen with installers 
who are fully experienced in the exact 
systems being installed, possibly by making 
up new teams with highly experienced site 
agents who know the systems being used 
very well as they have worked on extensive 
installations using the same systems.

These are just a few of the considerations 
reviewed	when	Aluprof	are	specified	in	

any facade or window project from the 
early design stages. The results speak for 
themselves,	with	Aluprof’s	extensive	growth	
in the UK working for some of the largest 
commercial contractors.

Since	setting	up	the	Aluprof	Project	Office	
at the Business Design Centre in London the 
systems company has rapidly grown their 
specification	influence	in	the	UK	with	their	
high performance architectural aluminium 
systems.	With	overseas	growth	across	
Europe spreading into the Middle East and 
firm	roots	already	in	the	East	of	the	USA,	
the company is becoming a global player in 
facade supply.
 

Further information is available on the 
companies website at aluprof.co.uk or 
direct from their UK office in Altrincham on 
0161 941 4005.

http://aluprof.co.uk
http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk


80 - www.refurbandrestore.co.uk

An exciting innovation in Fire 
and Carbon Monoxide safety, the 
Ei1000G SmartLINK Gateway and 
Cloud	portal	use	Aico’s	SmartLINK	
technology to bring together data 
from all SmartLINK-enabled alarms 
in a property in a simple, online 
dashboard format – so viewing 
and managing them is easier and 
more effective. The system also 
makes alarm maintenance, repair 
and	replacement	more	efficient	by	
creating alerts for maintenance and 
fault events.

The	key	is	Aico’s	unique	SmartLINK	
technology. Our next-generation 
Radio	Frequency	Wireless	
Interconnection enables each 

compatible alarm to connect with 
others in a property with no tricky 
cable runs. Adding the SmartLINK 
Gateway also means they can 
collectively transmit data to the 
Cloud portal to provide real-time 
monitoring. The Gateway is a mains-
powered roaming 2G GSM-based 
device with battery back-up too, 
ensuring the maximum connectivity 
possible, without the need for local 
broadband	or	Wi-Fi	services.

www.aico.co.uk

LEADING THE WAY IN 
fire and Carbon Monoxide protection

Please find attached your 
advertisement proof for  
Premier Construction

Please email studio@romauk.net or fax 0845 458 4446
Tel: 01706 719972  |  Fax: 0845 458 4446  |  Email: studio@romauk.net

NAME: SIGNATURE: DATE:

FAO: James   REF: PC27-5 U48   SIZE: A4 Quarter DATE: 02.10.19   DESIGNER: Rosina

PLEASE SEE NEXT PAGE 
FOR ADVERT PROOF

IMPORTANT (PLEASE READ): The spellings and details of this advert are your responsibility, please ensure  
that you check them carefully. If no corrections or amendments are received back from yourself within  
48 hours, ROMA Publications will assume you are happy with the advert and it will go to print.

AUTHORISATION

I have checked the proof and find it 
to be satisfactory. Please go ahead 
with printing.

I have made amendments to the 
proof. Please go ahead and print 
once these have been completed. 

I have made amendments to the 
proof. Please amend and provide  
a new proof.

BLAST RESISTANT LITTER BINS 
Traditional litter bins make a terrorist job easy. This is because of 
fragmentation and the fact that this blast increases the level of injury 
to passers-by. Energetics Technology's Blast Resistant Litter Bins 
offer the solution. ETL Bins can be placed into your foyeys, walkways, 
stairways and outside spaces.

Halo80: Independently tested to stringent UK Standards, it has a high charge capability and it's 
designed to work even when the explosive device detonates near the side or the bottom of the 
unit.

TC95: 95ltr capacity, Blast disintegrating lid, all round lateral blast fragment mitigation, and bolt 
down mounting for extra safety.

THREAT MITIGATION UNITS
A Threat Mitigation Unit is a blast protection box, on wheels, which can contain an explosives 
devise. Such a devise might have been placed in luggage or sent and delivered in a parcel. Anyone 
is susceptible to easy access from mail delivery, so these units offer a solution. We have various 
units but here are two of them.

IU1170: Designed to meet the demands of global couriers during cargo screening, it is ideal for any 
business receiving packages by courier or through the postal system. 

IU1105: Provides safeguarding for small suspect packages, letter bombs, fireworks and explosive 
samples. Typical uses are in mailrooms, banks, embassies and police stations. Sliding internal box 
for easy loading and removal of suspect packages. 

Energetics Technology design, manufacture and sell many blast protection products so call Samantha Bailey (01283 732339) 
samantha.bailey@energetics-technology.com to discuss your requirements.  
www.energeticsblastprotection.co.uk or www.energetics-technology.com

SAFETY, sECURITY & FIRE PROTECTION

80 - www.refurbandrestore.co.uk

Our renowned 4000 Series riser doors have always been specified by architects 
for delivering the highest standards in third party fire certification without 
compromising on architectural design.

Unlike the rest of the industry, we fire test our riser doors from both sides to ensure 
legal compliance and still achieve 240 minutes certified fire rated performance.

Given the choice, why would you specify anything less?

Not all riser doors are fire tested equally.
Ensure legal compliance with bi-directional testing

www.profabaccess.com               01827 718 222               sales@profabaccess.com               Part of the Access 360 Division of Tyman

Profab BFT A4 011 fire.indd   1Profab BFT A4 011 fire.indd   1 07/12/2020   12:1407/12/2020   12:14

https://www.appeng.co.uk/
http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
http://www.aico.co.uk
http://www.energetics-technology.com
http://www.energeticsblastprotection.co.uk
mailto:samantha.bailey@energetics-technology.com
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units but here are two of them.

IU1170: Designed to meet the demands of global couriers during cargo screening, it is ideal for any 
business receiving packages by courier or through the postal system. 

IU1105: Provides safeguarding for small suspect packages, letter bombs, fireworks and explosive 
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for easy loading and removal of suspect packages. 
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SAFETY, sECURITY & FIRE PROTECTION
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Our renowned 4000 Series riser doors have always been specified by architects 
for delivering the highest standards in third party fire certification without 
compromising on architectural design.

Unlike the rest of the industry, we fire test our riser doors from both sides to ensure 
legal compliance and still achieve 240 minutes certified fire rated performance.

Given the choice, why would you specify anything less?

Not all riser doors are fire tested equally.
Ensure legal compliance with bi-directional testing

www.profabaccess.com               01827 718 222               sales@profabaccess.com               Part of the Access 360 Division of Tyman
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NEW	Neon	Jackets	and	Fleeces	
from	Snickers	Workwear	for	the	
flexible	working	environment	-	
delivering visibly superior comfort 
and freedom of movement.

While	Fabric,	Functionality	and	Fit	
are	hallmarks	of	Snickers	Workwear,	
it’s	the	innovation	and	fabric	
technology in the design of the new 
FlexiWork	Neon	Fleece	Hoodie,	
Jacket and Gilet that really set these 
new garments apart. 

They’re	great	for	working	outdoors	
in the colder months. Delivering 
superior	flexibility	and	comfort,	
these lightweight 4-way stretch 
garments come in a body-mapping 
design and are made from an 
Elastane/Polyester	fabric	with	a	
water-and	wind-repellent	finish	for	
comfort and durability when you 
need it most.

As well as being street-smart and 
visibly striking with Neon panels 
and	reflective	details	for	enhanced	
visibility	they’re	designed	for	the	
fast-paced	professional	who’s	
always on the go and delivering top 
class work on site. 

For professionals who rely on their 
gear in demanding environments, 
they’re	a	must	for	those	who	want	to	
be visibly ahead of the rest on site 
this winter.

For more information on Snickers 
Workwear call the Hultafors Group 
UK Helpline on 01484 854788, 
email sales@hultaforsgroup.
co.uk, or checkout the website and 
download a digital catalogue at 
www.snickersworkwear.co.uk  

The NEW FlexiWork 
Neon Jackets and Fleeces

With	a	focus	on	comfort,	
performance and sustainability in 
its new products, the 2021 digital 
catalogue has all you need to 
know	about	Snickers	Workwear,	
including new products that now 
use REPREVE,	the	world’s	number	
one	brand	of	 	recycled performance	
fibre.

There’s	also	new	AllroundWork	
Topwear	with	the	cooling 37.5®	
moisture transportation fabric, as 
well	as upgraded	FLEXIWork	Stretch	
Trousers with extra functionality 
and durability. By popular demand, 
there’s	also a	stretchy	hi-vis	Work	
Jacket with great comfort and 
flexibility	for	high-performance	
work and high visibility in low-light 
conditions. 

Added	to	which,	there’s	the	most	
innovative street-smart stretch 
fabrics	in	the ALLROUNDWork	
clothing range for	mobile	comfort	
and a Layered Clothing System that 
ensures you can choose clothes 
to suit the weather on site – rain 
or shine, wind or snow - plus an 
extensive	range	of	EN-certified	
ProtecWork	and	PPE	products. 

Complimented by Snickers 
Workwear’s	Profiling	and	Embroidery	

services	and the most	extensive	
range of garment sizes, this clothing 
system delivers the ultimate 
solution to make every man and 
woman’s	workday	easier	and	safer.

Getting more information on 
the Snickers Workwear range is 
easy. You can call the Helpline on 
01484 854788; check out https://
www.snickersworkwear.com/
page/product_guide_media and 
download a digital catalogue or 
email sales@hultaforsgroup.co.uk

NEW Jackets, Work Trousers & 
Topwear in the 2021 Snickers 
Workwear Catalogue

HIDE-A-H0SE SYSTEMS 
With	cleaning	hoses	that	simply						
retract within the walls, delivering 
the  ultimate vacuuming experience. 

• Powerful Motors 
• Faster Cleaning 
• Healthier Environment 
• No Dust Recirculation 
• D.I.Y or Installation Options 
•	10-Year	Warranty	
• After Sales Service

A central vacuum system consists 
of a small number of valve points, 
which are connected by PVC 
pipework and control cable.   The 
vacuum machine is positioned 
within a garage, utility room, 
basement, or cupboard and all the 
vacuumed dust is deposited within 
the dirt canister and not recirculated 
around your home. 

We	design,	install	and	service	
traditional central vacuums and 
hide-a-hose systems and offer a free 
design and quotation service. 
  
Supplied and installed throughout 
the UK! 

EMAIL	YOUR	DRAWINGS	FOR	A	
FREE QUOTATION

E: info@vacusystems.co.uk            
T: 0844 873 1030         
W: www.vacusystems.co.uk 

Building or RENOVATING?  Then, consider 
including a central vacuum cleaning system! 

The new Husson H99 sanitiser 
station delivers safe, reliable hand 
sanitisation for indoor and outdoor 
public 	spaces.	Gel	is	dispensed	
by	pressing	a	foot	pedal 	thereby	
providing completely safe contact 
less use.

The robust, weather proof design 
can	be	bolted	down 	or	fixed	to	the	
optional	heavy,	HPL	(High	Pressure	
Laminate) 	base	allowing	the	
sanitiser to be brought in at night.

All steelwork has the usual Husson 
dual coat system consisting of 
hot-dip galvanisation followed by a 
polyester powder coating.

The sanitiser comes in three colour 
options and an optional base.

With	the	current	Covid19	situation	
set to continue for several months 
the H99 Sanitiser offers long term 
peace of mind for you, your staff 
and/or	your	customers.

You can view and order 
the sanitiser at: https://
www.hussondirect.com/
h99handsanitiser

Or contact tcouper@husson.eu for 
a quote.

LONG TERM PEACE OF MIND FOR YOU 
YOUR STAFF AND YOUR CUSTOMERS

TOOLS, PLANT & EQUIPMENT
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a-dek.co.uk

An Epwin Group design.

Adek is a lightweight, A2FL S1 fire rated aluminium 
decking system which has been designed with the 
practicalities of everyday living in mind. The clean 
lines, sleek appearance and concealed fixings 
reflect trends in modern building design.

Non 
combustible 
aluminium 
decking.

Designed for
everyday living.

Safe. Simple. Durable.

Designed as a complete decking 

system for balconies, roof terraces

and walkways.

http://co.uk
http://www.snickersworkwear.co.uk
http://www.snickersworkwear.com/
mailto:sales@hultaforsgroup.co.uk
http://www.hussondirect.com/
mailto:info@vacusystems.co.uk
http://www.vacusystems.co.uk
http://www.refurbandrestore.co.uk
mailto:tcouper@husson.eu
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240v, SOLAR & 12v OPTIONS IN DURABLE MATERIALS - DESIGNED FOR LONG-TERM PROFESSIONAL USE

ALL LIGHTS ARE HIGHLY EFFICIENT, LED COMPATIBLE & NATURALLY WEATHERPROOF

BOLLARD LIGHTING THE SUSTAINABLE WAY

THE LARGEST RANGE OF PATH LIGHTS IN THE U.KTHE LARGEST RANGE OF PATH LIGHTS IN THE U.K

Daventry showroom 9am-4.30pm Mon-Fri - NN11 4NR

www.lumenalights.com
01327 871161
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TRADE SUPPLY

TECHNICAL ADVICE

HIGH STOCK LEVELS

NEXT WORKING DAY DELIVERY

SPEC. SHEETS

TRADE SUPPLY
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HIGH STOCK LEVELS

NEXT WORKING DAY DELIVERY
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OUTDOOR & GARDEN LIGHTING

Radiata Sleeper Panama (Solar) Eccentrica (Solar)

Ledifice w/Photocell Parabola - Flat Airlite (12v Option)

Radiata Sleeper Panama (Solar) Eccentrica (Solar)

Ledifice w/Photocell Parabola - Flat Airlite (12v Option)

Professional Solar Lights by LumenaProfessional Solar Lights by Lumena
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THE MUST-SEE

NEW RANGE

FOR 2021
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