





VARIABLE GEOMETRY

The principle of variable geometry has been used in aviation for many years. It
began with the first retractable landing gear, progressed through development of
movable flaps, variable-pitch propellers, tim devices and leading-edge flaps
and slats. Together, these innovations have made airplanes more efficient, and,
provided for slower speeds in takeoff and landing while still increasing cruise
speed and range. -"—— Many improvements have been made on these
features, and new ones discovered. Movable flaps became the tnple-slotted flaps
successfully proven on the Boeing 727. *— And now, the high-lift devices
proven on subsonic aircraft have been joined by a variable-sweep wing, a logical
progression in variable geometry technology. This wing, by its ability to be moved
outward for subsonic speeds and tucked back into a delta configuration for
supersonic speeds, provides maximum performance and efficiency at all levels of
flight. b-—-— Variable-sweep wing technology has been known for nearly a
decade. The principal was researched and proven feasible by the National Aviation
and Space Agency (NASA) during the 1950s. Boeing has been working on
variable-sweep airplane designs since 19569, "'—" Proven and needed, the
variable geometry principle is what gives the Boeing SST its excellent low- and
high-speed performance, level approach attitude and efficiency. It gives the air-

plane speed, passenger appeal, compatibility and high earning power.
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HIGH CAPACITY AND FLEXIBILITY
FOR MAXIMUM EARNINGS

The Boeing SST, with a capacity of up to 300 paying passengers, has been de-
signed to fulfill the salient need of airlines: to carry the most passengers at the
highest speeds, while achieving maximum earnings. h— The wide cabin of
the airplane permits six-abreast seating of a quality never before provided. The
fuselage at floor level is wider than the largest commercial jets now flying, and
permits 63 inches of width for each set of three-abreast seats as compared to the
59.5 inches on today's big jets. Maximum capacity is provided and, with it, mini-
mum seat-mile costs, Attractive fares are made possible. h-— The airplane’s
cabin is adaptable, too. Its great size permits a wide variety of seating arrange-
ments, interior design and improved passenger services. The long constant body
and modular component features result in an airplane which can readily be modi-
fied to meet the differing seasonal and route requirements of its operators, with
four- and six-abreast combinations which will produce maximum profits. -h-—-—
Space, comfort and great speed: together, these features of the Boeing 55T add up

to an airplana with maximum passenger appeal and hence maximum garning power.
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