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sult, the Marines are currently in the precess ef re;equipping all

A-4 squadrens with a sert ef ''Super-Skyhawk', Perhaps the greatest
single imprevement in the A-4M model is the use of a versien ef the
J52 engine that is 20% mere pewerful than any used in earlier A-4's,
This leads directly te significantly-impreved maneuverability, high-
er rate of climb, increased acceleratien, and superier shert-field
perfermance, A great many ether imprevements were incerperated inte
the A-4M, tee, such as an enlarged cockpit canepy, increased ammu-
nitien supply fer the 20 mm cannen, a drag ‘chute, and further-ad-
anced avienics. The first A-4M flew on 10 April 1970, with deliv-
ries te USMC units cemmencing just a year later, en 16 April 1971,
dentificatien features of the A-4M are many, the mest preminent

ing the enlarged canepy, the square-~tipped vertical fin, and the
rag 'chute heusing just belew the tailpipe.

ASSIGNMENTS TO USMC OPERATIONAL UNITS

Operational usage of the Skyhawk by USMC units began in January
1957 with the re-equipment of VMA-224, which swapped its F9F-8B
Cougars fer A4D-ls. e -1 remained in first-line service fer a

very shert time, hewever, and enly ene ether squadren, VMA-211l, is
knewn te have flewn the A4D-

The first widely-used Skyhawk, the A4D-2, quickly fellewed the -1
inte eperational service, VMA-211, ene ef the units flying the -1,
received the first -2s8 in September 1957, The impertance ef these
aircraft te the USMC is apparent frem the fact that the Marines be-
an intreducing the A4D-2 inte service before the Navy did! Other
Marine Attack Squadrens soen converted te the Skyhawk; VMA-311 was
the first West-Ceast-based unit te equip with the A4D-2, ebtaining

them in 1958. Over the next few years, almest every VMA received
A4D-2 aircraft,
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An interesting groeuping in that a trio of A4D-2Ns (#147787, #147769,
and #147776) are being led by an earlier A4D-.2, Nete that three of
these VMA-332 aircraft carry 'buddy pack" refueling tanks en their
centerline pylens. dders are white with red bars; neses on -2Ns
are flat black. Squadren flew polka-dot-marked Cersairs in Korean
War combat, new operates A-6As as (AW)=-332, USMC phoeto,
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A-4C #147678 of VMA-322 taxiing at its home station, NAS South Wey-
mouth, Mass. Nose number 65" was unusually high for a VMA aircraft.
Photo was taken in 1972, some time after tail code had been changed
frem earlier "5Z'', VMA-322 recently became the first Marine Air
Reserve unit to equip with the A-4E. Photo by Fred Roes.

CURRENT USMC A-4 SQUADRONS
Squadren Type(s) Base Code

VMAT-102 A-4E, TA-4F/J Yuma

- A-4L Memphis
A-4C Willew Greve
A=4C Al ameda
A~4C El Tore
A-4L ~ Jacksonville

TA-4F/3, A-4M Cherry Point
A~-4E Iwakuni
A-GM El Tere
A-4F Yuma
A-4E Iwakuni
A-4E Seuth Weymouth
A-4M Beaufert
A-4M Beaufert
A-4L Glenview

*Agsterisk denotes Marine Air Reserve squadren.

USMC A-4 OPERATIONS

Several_aspects of the in-service operations of Marine Corps Sky-
hawks'W}l} be of particular interest to the enthusiast. Although
space limitations preclude anything like a complete rundown on USMC

squadron operations with the A-4, some of the more interesting and
unusual areas deserve coverage,

Dne operational activity occasionally engaged in by A-4-equipped
VMAs has been the deployment aboard Fleet carriers as elements of









A great many sorties were flown out of Chu Lai. Operations were
primarily in support of USMC ground units in Military Region 1 of
Vietnam until March of 1968, At that time a reorganization of all
U.S. tactical air units into a "single-manager" system effectively
placed the Marines' A-4s into a pool with all other available USMC
and USAF aircraft. Strike missions were assigned to pool aircraft

by the Sewenth Air Force tactical control headquarters according
to air support requests coming in from the field.

SKYHAWK UNITS ASSIGNED TO MAG-12 AT CHU LAI

Squadron 1965 1966 | 1967 1968 1969 1970

VMA=225 S
VMA-311 P

The above chart lists the A-4 VMAs assigned to MAG-12 at Chu Lai
(MAG-12 was the only Group in SEA with A-4 squadrons assigned),

A8 can be seen, the early stages of A-4 operations involved the ro-
tation of complete VMAs in and out of MAG-12. However, the disrup-
tion and inefficiency associated with the periodic replacement of
entire squadron-size groups of personnel, aircraft, and equipment
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A-4E #149983 of VMA-211 on final approach to MCAS Iwakuni, Japan
sometime in 1972, VMA-211, one of the workhorse Marine Attack units
during the Vietnam conflict, originally gained fame for its heroic
efforts in the unsuccessful defense of Wake Island in December 1941
(as VMF-211). Reorganized in 1942, VMF-211 feught throughout World
war Il and remained active postwar, becoming VMA-211 during the
Korean War, Unit has flewn the Skyhawk for 17 years, having been
one of the VMAs to fly the original A4D-1 meodel in 1957! Rudder
bars, nose band, and fuselage emblem are all in insignia red: re-
fueling probe has red & white spiral. Phote via Duane Kasulka.,












A glance at the photos will reveal that two types of jet intake

warning markings were used, apparently with no set pattern to their
use.

It should be pointed out that two different overall schemes of basic
markings exist, On A-4A through A-4C aircraft (including the A-4L,
since it is a modified A-4C) the national ingignia is carried on
the forward fuselage, the name MARINES appears on the aft fuselage,
and the last four digits of the Bureau Number (if shown at all) are
presented just forward of the horizontal tail on the vertical sta-
bilizer (in most cases). In contrast, the national insignia on all
A-4E and later models is carried on the aft fuselage, MARINES in-
variably appears on the vertical tail Jjust ahead of the horizontal
tail surface, and the abbreviated Bureau Number 18 presented above
the horizontal surfaces, on the vertical stabilizer. It should be
emphasized that the later scheme was not retroactively applied to

the earlier model A-4s, even during rework cycles.
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A-4C #148480 of VMA-133, a Marine Reserve unit based at NAS Al ameda,
This is the Group C.0.'s airplane, as indicated by the "00" nose nume-
ber, Aircraft is shown as seen in February, 1972; a photo of this
ship in slightly earlier markings (with old "5G'" instead of '"ME" tail
code) appeared in the author's ''Nose Number' article in the May 1972
Phantom Flyer, Standard paint, black lettering, black anti-glare
panel on nose, and gloss black gun-blast area. Dark color on rudder
and fin cap is insignia red, while parels between rudder stiffeners
are yellow. Note small "00" in white on top of rudder. "00'" on op-
posite side of nose slants oppositely, ' '

A-4E #150092 of VMA-121, seen at Ubon RTAFB late in 1968, Paint is
Standard, with black anti-glare panel and black lettering. '"'Green
Knight' emblem is just that--a medium green knight (chess piece)--

On a green-rimmed white disk. Etmblem on opposite side of aircraft

1s identical, so that knight faces aft instead of forward. Rudder

18 white with medium green trim. Tail code "VK" slants backward on
Other side of tail, Note green-and-white candy-striping on the re-
fueling probe (which extends aft as far as the panel line just for-
ward of the windshield), and the smudging of the fuselage in the wing-
root area resulting from cannon fire. - '




S AAD-2
S 142781

A4D-2 #142731 of VMA-225 while deployed aboard USS Essex with the At-

- lantic Fleet, circa 1960, Essex was an ASW carrier at the time; light
attack squadrons (both Navy and Marine) often deployed aboard these
carriers to provide some measure of CAP and intercept capability., On
this aircraft, paint is standard and all lettering is black, including
VMA-225 in two places on each gloss white external fuel tank, Color
bars between stiffeners on rudder are dark green; remainder of rudder
s gray, mot white. RESCUE arrow is red/white; anti-glare panel is
gray. Note streak aft of oil breather on fuselage side. Tail letters
slant backward on other side of fin., e '

ST - -rtam H orew s

- A-4F #155029 of VMA-223 in Spring, 1972, This quite-colorful ship

1s the mount of the Squadron's C.0., as indicated by "BULLDOG 1" on
nose and "LT. CUL. J.W. LAEZ0, COMMANDER'" under the cockpit (this

side only), Bulldog emblem, which always faces forward, has gray

- body with black outline and details, black-and-yellow striped sweater,
and carries red boxing gloves, External tanks are gloss white except
for yellow area at nose, set off with black stripe; emblem is on both
sides of each tank. Tail code "WP'" slants toward trailing edge on
both sides; shadowing of letters is in yellow. Rudder stiffeners are
insignia red; panels between stiffeners are yellow, as is fin cap.
Other dark marks on fin and rudder are black; remainder of rudder is
white. Note gloss black painted area adjacent to cannon; anti-glare
panel is also black., ' S E '
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A-4§ #151078 of VMA-311 taxis at MCAS lwakuni, Japan. The Tomcats
assigned to Marine Aircraft Wing One, were one of the last two Marine
squadrons to operate in Vietnam; during their 1972 tour of duty (fly-
ing from Bien Hoa AB), they increased their overall SEA combat tally
to over 50,000 sorties. Commissioned during World War II as VMF-311
the Squadron served in W.W.II and later in the Korean War: in fact ’
1t flew F9Fs into combat as the first Marine jet unit to éperate in
Korea (December 12, 1950). The Squadron's designation was changed

to VMA-311 in 1958, at the time it traded F9F-8s for A4D-2s, Marke-
ings of the A-4E shown here consist of red on the rudder toﬁ and stif-
feners, yellow bars between the stiffeners, and white on the remainder
of the rudder; the Squadron's emblem is a black & white Sylvester cat
riding a dark gray flaming rocket (facing forward on both sides) on a

red heart in a yellow field with a red surround. Photo b : :
gakubo, via Duane Kasulka. y Hideki Na-
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TA-4F #154633 of H&MS-13 (Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 13)
at MCAS El Toro in Spring, 1971. Overall paint scheme is standard.
Rudder has insignia blue vertical band and blue top, alternating red
and white bars between stiffeners, reminiscent of 1930s markings,

Positions of "Y" and ''U" are reversed on other side of tail., Photo
by Harry Gann.
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.A-QE.#lSOOSG of VMA-324 in markings that were devised shortly before
the Squadron became the first to fly the new A-4M, Rudder is insig-

nia red with white diamonds and white on the stiffeners., The Squadron
emblem, which faces forward on both sides of the aircratt, consists of
a white-winged brown dog's head, both with black outline and details,
superimposed on a red-bordered yellow disk. Other markings are typi-
cal; note white shadowing to "7'" on nose., "DX'" tail letters follow
slant of rudder leading edge on both sides of tail, Humpback avionics
fairing originally appeared on the A-4F, but was retrofitted to ma Ny
A-4Es. VMA-324 originated as a Fighter Squadron in 1943, was decom-
missioned after the war, and was recommissioned as an Attack Squadron
during the Korean Warj; it has remained active as VMA-324 since that
time. Photo taken at NAF Detroit in May,1971 by Bill Greeley,

TA-4J #154616 of VMT-203, a Marine Advanced Training Squadron at MCAS
Cherry Point, seen in June, 1971. Glossy paint scheme is white over-
all with international orange (red-orange) on nose, vertical stabil-
lzer, and outer wing panels (above and below--inboard extent can be
observed on extended leading-edge slat). Note very small unit desig-
nation just above aircraft designation on rear fuselage; also note

the black anti-glare panel. Tail code of this unit is actually 'KD":
letter "K" is uppermost on both sides of tail. The TA-4J is basically

a TA-4F with most of the weapons-delivery avionics omitted; VMT-203
flies both types. Fred Roos photo.
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A-4L # 149540 of VMA-124, a Marine Air Reserve unit based at NAS Mem-
phis, seen here in April, 1971, shortly before the "S5M" tail code was
replaced by "QP" in the new Reserve coding system, FPaint is glossy
gray in place of the earlier non-specular gray; otherwise markings
are standard, Tail code and nose number slant oppositely on star-
board side of aircraft, A-4L is an A-4C modernized to A-4F standard
in many respects (e.g., the dorsal avionics package); conversions all
went to Navy and Marine Reserves, As VMF-214 in World War II, this
squadron was the first Marine unit to fly F4U Corsairs, taking them

into combat from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal in February, 1942,
Photograph by Fred Roos.
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A-4M #158176 of VMA-331, the second squadron to be equipped with the
Newest Skyhawk model, seen here at its home base, MCAS Beaufort, in
June, 1972, This unit originated in 1943 as VMSB-331, seeing combat
action before being decommissioned at the eng of W.W,II; it was ac-
tivated as VMA-331 during the Korean War, and has remained operation-
al ever since. It flew Skyraiders for =a long time during the 1950s
before picking up Skyhawks around 1958; it has since operated several
models of the A-4, Tail on this A-4M is black with a gray leading
edge and yellow lettering and rudder bars. Squadron badge is a black
& yellow bumblebee with white wings, face, and antennae, carrying a
medium-green bomb with two white bands, all superimposed on a white-
bordered red disk; bee faces forward on both sides of fuselage. Pho-
to by Frank MacSorley, via Rowland Gill.




