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We welcome Feedback 
If you enjoyed this 
publication please 

email  

Steve EI5DD 

wright14@gmail.com 

Submitting Items To This 
Magazine  

 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ 
ŀƴȅ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ 
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ 9-Ƴŀƛƭ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΦ  

  Ham  
   Radio  
    Ireland  

 

Ham Radio Ireland was the 
logical progression from what 
started as a Magazine 
covering the Province of 
Connacht in the West of 
Ireland. 
 

In point of fact we are the 
ONLY Independent  Radio 
Magazine in Ireland geared 
towards the Radio 
Experimenter. 

 

We repeat forthcoming events 
in our News Section right up 
to their date of operation. In 
this way we hope to 
encourage as many groups or 
clubs to take part. If you have 
an event planned feel free to 
promote it through our 
Magazine 
 

We are not affiliated to any 
Group, Club, or Society. This 
magazine is for all radio and 
electronics experimenters! 
We remain non political in all 
respects of the hobby. We wiil 
endeavour to print any Radio 
orientated articles submitted 
to us. 
 

We welcome any articles 
submitted for publication and 
encourage those who have 
never written for a magazine 
before.  
 

Special thanks to the many 
who have supported this 
Magazine and encourages us 
to re-launch it. By popular 
demand  no less! 
 

We will publish bi-monthly 
and naturally welcome any 
articles from both Amateur 
Radio circles and CB or PMR 
446 operators.  
 

We primarily seek technical 
articles covering home built 
equipment, antennas, outdoor 
portable operating, VHF, 
UHF, Microwave and 
Satellite operation. 
 
If you have never written an 
article before - NEVER A  
PROBLEM  as we will help in 
any way possible.  

 

мм 
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News and Forthcoming Events Planning 2025 

World Thinking Day on the Air 2025 
On the 15th of February, 
Girlguiding members celebrate 
World Thinking Day on the 
air. The aim of this event is to 
encourage Girlguiding 

members to make friendships with those in other units, 
using amateur radio as the means of communication. 
Girlguiding members of all ages will have the opportunity 
to celebrate by communicating via the amateur bands.  

South African Radio League Centenery 
On 20 May 2025, the 
South African Radio 
League (SARL) celebrates 
its 100th anniversary.  In 
conjunction with the 100th 

anniversary of the SARL, the SARL Centenary Marathon 
QSO Party is set to kick off for a year-long operating event 
starting from 00:00 UTC on Wednesday 1st January 2025 
and ending at 23:59 UTC on Wednesday 31st December 
2025. 
Participating amateur radio operators worldwide (including 
Short Wave Listeners) can accumulate points and win 
awards, by working South African amateur radio stations. 
During 2025, the SARL, with the aid of its members and 
associated clubs, will be on the air with a special event 
callsign ZS100SARL, as well as the permanent callsigns 
ZS6SRL and ZS9HQ and other special event callsigns. 

SOS Radio 
Week takes 
place during 
the month of 
May every 
year to 

coincide with the Royal National Lifeboat Instituteôs 
(RNLIôs) own Mayday fund-raising event. It starts at 00:00 
(local) on the 1st 
May and ends at 
23:59 (local) on 
the 31st May. 
Registered SOS 
Radio Week 
Stations will be 
on the air at 
various times 
during the event. 
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We Have a Facebook Page  

Ham Radio Ireland  
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News and Forthcoming Events Planning 2025 

MRD Maritime Radio Day is being held annually 14th to 
15th of April to remember almost one hundred years of 
wireless service for seafarers. Since its beginning in 1900 
it was the most important communication service until the 
end of 1998. The date of MRD should be a reminder of the 
Titanic disaster in 1912.  

¶ Please Read the RULES and Page Instructions.  
       https://radioofficers.com/mrd-2025/mrd-rules/ 

¶ Registration opens on January 1st 2025. You register 
via the drop down menu on the MRD page. 

        https://radioofficers.com/mrd-2025/registrations/ 

¶ Registration Closes April 1st 2025. 

¶ MRD 2025 from 14th April 1200 UTC to 15th April 
2200 UTC 2025. 

¶ Mode: CW only 

¶ Log /Results Submissions by Midnight 30th April 
2025. 

 

        Final Results published May 3rd 2025. 

In November 2012, the World 
Wide Flora and Fauna in 
amateur radio program was 
born, when a number of 
dedicated portable radio 
operators decided to establish 
WWFF from the remains of 
WFF. A website was created 
and most importantly at that 
phase, Andrew M0MYA shared 

his expertise to build a very intuitive WWFF Log Search 
database. 
 Rules were written, awards were created, and a 
number of leading activators joined to develop and grow 
the WWFF program. 
 Starting with a core group of mainly European 
countries more and more countries across the world joined 
the program. Currently we have 61 countries that run there 
own national program within WWFF. National 
coordinators supported by log, directory and award 
managers run their programs based on WWFF rules. 
 Our database contains more than 37,000 references 
in 144 countries across the world and until now more than 
21 million QSOs! 
As WWFF was established in November 2012, therefore 
we celebrate its 12.5th birthday with a big activity  
party ï note: this is NOT a contest! 
 

The WWFF 12.5th Anniversary Activity Weekend 
 

On Saturday the 8th and Sunday 9th of March, WWFF 
Team would like to invite all WWFF Activators and 
Hunters to participate in the WWFF 12.5th Anniversary 
Activity Weekend. 
 The party will start at 00:01 UTC on March 8th 
and finish at 23:59 UTC on March 9th and hope many 
WWFF Activators will be on the air from many WWFF 
areas. We also hope many WWFF Hunters will work them 
and recommend that all Activators to use the WWFF 
Agenda and the WWFF Facebook Group to inform the 
WWFF Hunter community of their plans. 
More info: https://wwff.co/2025/01/12-5-years-wwff-
anniversary/  

Parks On The Air 
Currently POTA has 5 official events 
throughout the year, as detailed below. 
Events start at 00:00:00 UTC and end 
23:59:59 UTC on the days listed: 
 

New Yearôs Week 
 

First full week of the new year. January 
1-7, 2025 
Casual contacts to help ring in the new 
year! 

Support Your Parks 
 

This event happens seasonally, on the 3rd full weekend of 
the month (Saturday & Sunday UTC). These are óactivity 
weekendsô where the main purpose is to get out in the parks, 
and have as much fun as possible. 
 

Winter - 3rd Full Weekend of January. January 18-19, 2025 
 

Spring - 3rd Full Weekend of April. April 19-20, 2025 
 

Summer - 3rd Full Weekend of July. July 19-20, 2025 
 

Autumn - 3rd Full Weekend of October. October 18-19, 2025 
 

More Info: https://docs.pota.app/ 

 
 
 
 
 

 

A new 2m gateway for NWAG 
 

MB7IBM is co-sited with our 4m gateway in Belfast. Both 
gateways have the same callsign. The 2m gateway is on 
145.2875 MHz with a CTCSS tone of 110.9 Hz. 
The 4m gateway is available on 70.3625 with the same 
CTCSS tone  
Thanks as always to Rickie Mi5DAW and Brian GI0RWO 
for all their hard work. 
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/47f5raHgKdechp58/?
mibextid=K35XfP 
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Irish Net  
Active not only on Sundays, but most weekdays starting at 
around 16:00 UTC, the informal gathering on 14.156 
MHz frequently suffers from QRM during contests and 
DXers unaware of this long standing net of North 
American operators with an Irish connection. In a recent 
contact on 20m with WI1IDP, QTH Tuscon Arizona, 
operator Jerry confirmed that the net now also uses the 
17m  band operating on 18.112 MHz moving up in 
increments of 3KHz. This move avoids the increased QRM 
on 20m and taking advantage of improved propagation 
conditions. 

News and Forthcoming Events Planning 2025 
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St Patrickôs Day Activity 
Many people worldwide annually 
celebrate St Partickôs Day by 
going green, with many radio 
amateurs, Clubs and Groups 
running Special event Stations as 
part of the festivities. This year St 
Patrickôs Day Falls on Monday 
the 17th of March which would be 
a Bank Holiday also. This opens 

up great possibilities of putting a station on the air for the 
entire weekend, or part thereof. Anyone can participate, 
whether in Ireland or overseas, licensed radio 
Experimenter/Amateurs or Shortwave listeners. In the 
process of operating you may wish to give out your WAI 
or WAB square. Perhaps as a Club or a Radio Group, you 
could apply for a Special Event callsign for the occasion 
and maybe set up a Portable station. The possibilities are 
endless. In the mean time carpe diem and enjoy the 
celebrations. 

World Amateur Radio Day 
Every April 18, radio amateurs worldwide take 
to the airwaves in celebration of World Amateur 
Radio Day. It was on this day in 1925 that the 
International Amateur Radio Union was formed 
in Paris. 
Amateur Radio experimenters were the first to 
discover that the short wave spectrum - far from 
being a wasteland - could support worldwide 
propagation. In the rush to use these shorter 

wavelengths, Amateur Radio was ñin grave danger of 
being pushed aside,ò the IARUôs history has noted. 
Amateur Radio pioneers met in Paris in 1925 and created 
the IARU to support Amateur Radio worldwide. 
Just two years later, at the International Radiotelegraph 
Conference, Amateur Radio gained the allocations still 
recognized today - 160, 80, 40, 20, and 10 meters.  Since 
its founding, the IARU has worked tirelessly to defend and 
expand the frequency allocations for Amateur Radio. 
Thanks to the support of enlightened administrations in 
every part of the globe, radio amateurs are now able to 
experiment and communicate in frequency bands 
strategically located throughout the radio spectrum.  From 
the 25 countries that formed the IARU in 1925, the IARU 
has grown to include 160 member-societies in three 
regions. IARU Region 1 includes Europe, Africa, the 
Middle East, and Northern Asia. Region 2 covers the 
Americas, and Region 3 is comprised of Australia, New 
Zealand, the Pacific island nations, and most of Asia. The 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) has 
recognized the IARU as representing the interests of 
Amateur Radio. Today, Amateur Radio is more popular 
than ever, with more than 3,000,000 licensed operators! 
World Amateur Radio Day is the day when IARU Member
- Societies can show our capabilities to the public and 
enjoy global friendship with other Amateurs worldwide. 



News From Northern Ireland - RSGB Region 8 

Carrickfergus Amateur Radio Group 
The Club meets every Tuesday evening during normal 
school term time from 7pm in Elim Pentecostal Church, 
North Road, Carrickfergus, BT38 8ND. All visitors are 
welcome. Regular news and updates are provided on the 
CARG website https://gi0lix.home.blog/  It is expected 
that the CARG Annual Rally will take place on: Saturday 
25th October 2025 in Elim Church, North Road, 
Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim, BT38 8ND from 11:30 am - the 
final date to be confirmed (I will advise of the confirmed 
date in advance). 
CARG will participate in the annual International 
Lighthouse/Lightship Weekend (ILLW) on 16th & 17th 
August 2025 adjacent to Chaine Memorial Tower, Larne, 
Co. Antrim (WAI: D40, IOTA: EU-115, IO74CU, ARLHS 
NTI-004 - see the Club website for further details).   

Bush Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Meets on the last Thursday of each month at 8pm in the 
Burnfoot Community Centre, 294 Drumane Road, 
Burnfoot, BT47 4NL. We now have over 20 members, and 
are a very active club and we hold a number of events 
throughout the year. Website: bushvalleyarc.org 
Enquiries to: Bushvalleyarc@gmail.com 

West Tyrone Amateur Radio Club 
West Tyrone ARC GN4OMA, has regular monthly meet-
ings Our meetings take place in Order of Malta Hall, 
Brook Street, Omagh, BT78 1DE on the second Wednes-
day of every month at 7.30 pm. Enquiries to: in-
fo@wtarc.org.uk 

Lough Erne Amateur Radio Club 
Meets at the Share Village, Smithôs Strand, Linaskea, Co 
Fermanagh at 19:30 on the first Monday of each month. 
More info: https://lougherneradioclub.co.uk  

Mid Ulster Amateur Radio Club 
The Mid Ulster Amateur 
Radio Club (MUARC) has 
been active since 1965, our 
Club call sign is MN0VFW. 
Please take time to look 
through our FB page where 
you will find information on 
our club, activities, events 
and members as well as a 
great gallery full of images 
of our latest activities. Mid-
Ulster Amateur Radio Club 
meets on the second Sunday 
of the month except July/
August in Tandragee Golf 
Club at 3pm.. We organise 

field days for St Patricks day, Marconi weekend, 145 
Alive, Sota weekend and other events. If youôre in the 
region, and would like to take part, the club secretary can 
be contacted on the following email address: 
Email address: muarc.secretary@yahoo.co.uk 

Ballymena Amateur Radio Club 
The Club meets every Thursday night at 70 Nursery Road, 
Gracehill, BALLYMENA except during the summer 
months (June, July and August) when we only 
officially meet on the first Thursday night of the month, 
but there are some members there nearly every Thursday 
night. E-mail: HKernohan@aol.com 

City of Belfast Amateur Radio Society  
The City of Belfast Amateur Radio Society meets on the 
first Monday of each month a 8pm in the Shorts Recrea-
tionClun, Aircraft Park, Holywood Road, Belfast BT4 
1SL. Contact Paul Irwin GI6FEN for more information E-
mail: 
   paulirwin@btinteret.com 

Antrim and District Amateur Radio Society 
The Antrim and District Amateur Radio Society meets on 
the 2nd Friday of each month in the Greystone Community 
on the Ballycraigy Road, BT41 1PW 7:30 - 9:30pm. For 
More information: Email  secretary@adars.co.uk 

If your Club, Group or 

Society is not listed here, 

please notify us and we will 

add to the next issue of 

Ham Radio Ireland 

February 2025             Ham Radio Ireland                                      7   

https://gi0lix.home.blog/
https://illw.net/index.php
https://illw.net/index.php
https://discovernorthernireland.com/things-to-do/chaine-memorial-tower-p701091
http://bushvalleyarc.org
mailto:Bushvalleyarc@gmail.com
mailto:infor@wtarc.org.uk
mailto:infor@wtarc.org.uk
https://lougherneradioclub.co.uk
mailto:muarc.secretary@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:HKernohan@aol.com
mailto:paulirwin@btinteret.com
mailto:secretary@adars.co.uk


41
st
 Annual Rally 

Sunday 18
th
 May 2025 

Share Discovery Village, Lisnaskea, BT92 0JZ 
 

Usual facilities for Food, Bar open (Lunch 12:00 to 13:30 Hrs) 

Bring & Buy (at your risk, no charge) 

Traders as follows initially, Peter Bell, Long Communications,  

Jim-Bob Trainor, John Gillyland, Alan Weise, Brian McMahon 

We have numerous independent sellers with all sorts of interesting 

things. 

RSGB QSL Bureau/Book Stand 

IRTS Stand 

WAB Stand 

Mayo Radio Experimenters 

Collective Communication 

Draw for a number of prizes at approximately 13:00 Hrs 

Admission Ã/ú5 to include draw ticket. 

No charge for tables however everyone pays Entry Fee 

Come and meet up with old friends! 

Doors open 11:00Hrs (Traders 09:00 Hrs) 




