


• Inspired by the excellence, 
values, and substance of the 
traditional Voyages in 
English program, VIE K is 
designed to introduce 
grammar and writing skills 
to young learners in a way 
that is interactive, 
experiential, playful, and 
joyful. 

• Engaging, multimodal 
lessons are scaffolded to 
support children at different 
ability levels and learning 
styles.

• Skills meet and exceed the 
Common Core State 
Standards for Kindergarten. 



• Designed and written for young 
children, the VIE K Big Books 
teach foundational grammar 
concepts.

• The size of each Big Book is 14 x 
18 inches. The teacher displays 
the oversized book and reads 
aloud with students as they 
interact with the pages, 
connecting words and images to 
concepts.

• The Grammar Big Books consist 
of two volumes, each covering 18 
lessons, for a total of 36 grammar 
concepts.



• Each Grammar Big Book lesson 
appears on a two-page spread 
that provides a simple 
overview of the grammar 
concept with clear examples. 

• Grammar skills are broken 
down into their essential 
elements, while charming and 
brilliant graphics bring each 
concept to life and help 
students form meaning. 









• The VIE K Writing Cards 
box includes 90 leveled 
prompts that activate 
students’ imaginations 
as they write.

• Cards are color-coded 
and divided into six 
writing genres, with 15 
writing-prompt cards for 
each genre. The 15 cards 
are further divided into 
three levels of writing 
proficiency—Levels 1, 2, 
and 3. 

• Cards are used on the 
last day of each writing 
lesson for independent 
writing and assessment.



• Within each proficiency level, 
students can choose a card or are 
assigned a card from one of five 
topics—indicated by letters A–E—
to complete an independent 
writing activity. 

• Writing prompts at Level 1 require 
students to complete simple 
writing tasks, such as copying a 
sentence and filling in a blank. 

• At Level 2, students copy and 
complete a sentence that has been 
started for them and then write an 
additional sentence.

• At Level 3, students write original 
sentences. The Teacher Edition 
includes a rubric to help teachers 
assess writing at this  level.



• A User Guide is included in 
each Writing Card box that 
provides teachers with ideas 
for using the cards.

• The User Guide explains the 
general differences and 
characteristics of each of the 
three proficiency levels. 

• The User Guide suggests ideas 
and tips for also incorporating 
the cards into writing 
instruction for Grades 1 and 2.



• The VIE K Teacher Edition consists 
of four parts: Grammar, Writing, 
Blackline Masters, and Assessment. 

• The TE provides instruction for 36 
grammar lessons and 6 writing 
lessons with a Blackline Master for 
each lesson.

• Front matter also includes Learning 
Center pages that teachers can use 
to engage students in hands-on 
independent or small group 
activities to help them integrate 
grammar and writing skills.

• TE includes citations at point of use 
for Common Core State Standards, 
as well as a correlation chart for 
Kindergarten. 



• Instead of a wrap-around Teacher 
Edition built on the Student Book 
pages (as in VIE 1–8), the Teacher 
Edition itself provides the structure 
for each lesson. 

• The TE follows the same 
instructional format as Grades 1–8 
with the sequence of Warm-Up, 
Teach, Practice, Apply, and Assess 
for both grammar and writing. 

• The pacing is adjusted for 
Kindergarten by spreading these 
steps over five days instruction—
one step per day.



• Each grammar lesson in the TE is a 
two-page spread.

• The lesson begins with clearly-stated 
objectives and a list of needed materials.

• The lesson incorporates the 
corresponding Big Book spread and the 
BLM, which are used on separate days of 
instruction. Both are shown on the TE 
spread as minis next to the step in which 
each is used, which can be from Day 1 to 
Day 4.

• Each grammar lesson includes a Writing 
Connection feature that helps students 
connect the grammar skill to their 
writing.

• A box at the bottom of the right-hand 
page indicates the Common Core 
standards covered in the lesson.



• Each writing lesson consists of 
two 2-page spreads. The 
lesson begins with clearly-
stated objectives and a list of 
needed materials.

• The BLM for the writing 
lesson is always used on Day 
2, Teach, to teach the 
elements of the writing genre.

• Writing lessons scaffold 
instruction: On Days 1–3 of 
the lesson, students learn 
about and practice the genre, 
but they generally do not 
write until Days 4 and 5. 

• The Grammar Connection 
feature links the writing genre 
to a related grammar skill.



• Students engage in writing on 
Days 4 and 5 of the lesson. 

• Day 4, Apply, is always Shared 
Writing. In this instructional 
step, the students work with 
the teacher collectively to 
brainstorm a topic. Then 
together they write a piece 
that reflects the genre. This 
step incorporates hand-over-
hand writing where students 
share the pen with the 
teacher.

• Day 5, Assess, is always 
Independent Writing. 
Students use the writing 
prompt cards to compose an 
original piece of writing on 
their own.



• Part 4: Assessment in the TE 
supports kindergarten teachers 
in evaluating progress and 
guiding instruction by providing 
daily observational assessment 
strategies, formal checklists, 
rubric, and portfolios.

• The comprehensive Assessment 
Checklist has distinct grammar, 
writing, and speaking and 
listening sections with 75 
measurable outcomes that 
reflect Common Core State 
Standards. The checklist helps 
track incremental student 
progress on their way to 
mastery of a skill.



• Progress notes are used to assess 
growth for students who write 
independently with Levels 1 and 2 
Writing Cards and are stored in student 
portfolios.

• A list of questions for teachers to ask 
themselves for each of the students’ 
pieces are included to help develop 
clear progress notes. 

• Teacher Scoring Rubrics are used to 
assess progress for students who can 
write independently with Level 3 
Writing Cards. 

• The Teacher Scoring Rubrics are 
organized by six key writing traits: ideas, 
organization, voice, word choice, 
sentence fluency, and conventions as 
are the rubrics in Grades 1-8.


