Tracing and Information

A Focus on Tracing Children

and Adolescents

In 1945 the Allies liberated thousands of unaccompanied minors
from concentration camps and from forced labor.

They also found many children stolen from their parents
and given to German families for adoption.

For this reason, a special focus was placed on the tracing
of children and adolescents from UN states after the war.
The ITS set up a special Child Search Branch in 1948,
based first in Esslingen and then in Arolsen from 1950.
The Child Search Branch had two main responsibilities:

It searched for children reported missing by their families,
and it traced and registered unaccompanied children

in order to then search for their parents or relatives.
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Tracing Inquiry from Paula Pirecnik for her Son
Ilvan, February 15, 1949

In 1945 Paula Pirecnik began looking for her son,
whom the Germans had taken in 1942 and given up
for adoption. The scale of these abductions did not
become clear until 1947 through the trials of
high-ranking SS men. This intensified the search
for children. To this day there are victims of

the Nazis who know nothing about their origins.
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Child Search Branch Employees in the New Offices
in Arolsen, 1952

In autumn 1950 the Child Search Branch moved from
Esslingen into the former SS barracks in Arolsen.
The bottom photo shows the reference card for Ivan
Pirecnik. In addition to the Central Name Index,
there was a special Child Search Index for

children and adolescents.
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Reference Card from the Child Search Index
for Johann Peretschnik (Ilvan Pirecnik), circa 1952

The data on the card was continually updated. Most
of the information is about Ivan’s whereabouts,
which were only discovered during the search.

Ivan was first taken to a “Lebensborn” home, from
where abducted children were handed over to
German families. This is how Ivan was placed with
the Sirsch family.
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Information from the Sudetendeutscher Heimatdienst
Regarding lvan Pirecnik’s Location, October 13, 1949

At first there were few clues about Ivan’s location.
The Sudetendeutscher Heimatdienst published a
search appeal and found out that the boy was
living in Vollmarshausen near Kassel. If the ITS
had little information, it would contact youth
welfare offices, local authorities, other tracing
services or newspapers.
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rt on & fester home investigation made on
_h 21!.. and April 19th 1950
PERETSCHNTE, Johannes born 1.1.1941.in Farsberg/U.-
8o arsch, Vollmarshausen Kr.Kassel atelermark.

I. The Family.

EE=gE=sTa=coEcsa==m

1. X L] ox of esch member of the fami o]
The family consists of
Mr. Guatev Siersch, 46 years old
Mra.Josefine " 46 L]
lr. Josef Houser, 'i"? 2 ]
( Mr. Sierach's stepfather).
2« Name, age & sex of adults liv with thes
not related w ITH
none .
3, Health of 8ll meshers of the fami ouD.

The foater parents look very healthyj the foster mother
has just returned froe the hospital where she had stgjed
with an sbdominal inflammation, but she declares to be
alright now. The stepfather looks old snd wesk, The boy
himself hes a healthy eppearance.

4, Hetionallty:
Untill 19%8 the foster parents were Cgecho-Slovalkian citisens,
living in Gsacho-Slovakia; then they becease German citicens.
They ere of OGeresan origin.

Religion.
They sre Homan Catholice end the boy is also brought up
a8 & Catholic.

G, Educstion.
- Siersch hus ottended both elementary school and Hittel-
schule. Mra. S8iersch has ettended only elementery school.

Prelevtt inspeigl situstion etc. .3 msoureen = emplo, mmt.
lexr Siarsch ot @ WoTked 88 & ors
man. He then became & E*eisnnta-ﬁr zmiau“'lonal.u ite of WT.
When he wes mobilized in 1940 he joined the Wuffen—88;
In 1945 he was taken prisoner by the Bassians in Frague
and gape home in 1949, when he joined hia famlly in
Vollmarshensen. The family had been expelled from Csecho—
Slovekia in 1946. The foster father has been unemployed
aver since. He at onoe got a weekly macistance of 24 Marks
(Arbeitslosentliraorge) as = Heimkehrer.
Mra. Siersch is & dressamarker and has been sble %o care
for the family. She atates that she earns very woll and
8 never asked for any assistance.

-

Excerpt from Carla Hansen’s Report on Ivan’s
Living Situation, March 21 to April 19, 1950

Carla Hansen, the IRO Child Care Officer who visited
Ivan, reported that he was doing well in his foster
family. She also provided information about the
family’s background. The Child Search Branch worked
closely with other IRO offices to find and question
unaccompanied children.



Tracing and Information

Copile

den 12.0ktober 1949

Horrenalb
BP. Bbe37h BePols 507

mich hispmit fhmen mur Kemntnis

ich beshre
munmmmn
mmm
I Franzoesischen Hepublik
Arbeit Wnﬂmmhrlml
1icher Daten.

Es wird beabslehtigt von den
aatliahe

Kindorn,

t, oine nsue Fhase der

fehlonder amt-

F slmtern er-
rn, die uns die

anzulords L i
auf Grund der Ihnen m
mm

y besw, Bohullel
sugeleiteten Po ter nicht

muuuu dor Otasts
9 Unterlage

Blne woi konlkra te
angehoerigkeit m- srfordert ale
ichs smtliche

der eingegungenen Fo;
bal sinsm grossan Tell ds:r Fills, ungs
Pransoesloche

fihr 1400 £Or die

Gona, diese genanen Angaben fehlen.

bk U diesen ustande

mu:b Mhuhg!-h:“-hﬂ
By =

mm anzufordern,

Wi m-a
‘hoeflichen Bitte heransutreten uns

beabsichtigen

enteprechenden
wenden and die

mn-n Bie mit 4
Tutcetan um Lnte Unterstusteung

ond Hilfe mu gewlhren, damit m Nmmh‘bm Termins

mmm eingshalten

Mit vorstiglicher lHochaohtung

Jans ZARELN
Le Chef d
du Sarvice In

a8 3
Seation Enfance
‘tlonal ds

e - Reohsrohes pour la Zons Fran=
5 - wm

cuise a'

.E-

Systematic Registration of Children in

Wiirttemberg-Hohenzollern (French Zone), October 12, 1949

In October 1948, the Child Search Branch adopted
Limited Registration Plan. Ministries and agencies
in the western occupation zones were asked to
compile lists of all foster children, children in
state or private facilities and those who had

been adopted after the start of the war.
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Cercle : RAVENSBURG
Cormuns:  BODNEGG

- Pflegekindar, &ia in einer frerden Famillie untergebracht aind
- Enfents &n garde

Ke FNom ot prénem Date at lieu Hom &t sAranse Obasr-

des enfants de nalesence ... varents des mardes vations
Vr 46 BUCHER Brune B=3=35 & unbekannt Fischer Eartin
Ravansburg Krisgl Frida

Ezgsnberg-Nednegs

!‘/n? ELEERS Johann 28-5-%4 8 + Elbers Johsmn Wilfls Ludwig Ubar 14

! s 4 Ezeen Easen-Zellig- Kumm Josefine Jahre

hausen Hinterreuta= alt

Bofnegg

B 48 PUSSINGER Miohael 1-10-29 a Fissingsr Jesaf Tissingsr Anten
Altshausen, Weiss Josafa
Fayerabsnd Maris Alcen-Bodnegg
| mestorban
| /a9  oUPFEL Franz 2%.7-%5 a  G#ppel Fans u, GYppeds Franz
Mamminzen Faula, Hemmingmm Zwlsler Anne
Laohen-Bodnegg
M‘l MARG Kurt E=3-3E a unbakannt Bentela Josef
c Sinz Barbara
- U.Wagenbach=
Bednegg
ljs‘l MARSCHALL Josefine 16-2-35 s Marschall Je- Fuoha Jesel Ober 15
EObschenberg sefine, Wehnort Spihn Faulina Jahre alt

unbekannt Hochatett-Hodnegs
52 NICOLAT Helmt 19-6-27 a Hiocelai ENthe Gesohw.Nioolal
Stuttaart Msngzenhtlzle

Bednegg

Kinst Reinhard Uher 14

53 PIL3L Georg
k. Heoht Josefine Jahre alt

16-8-32 a | Hwcht Gmorz
Dorfen Kammarhof=

Bodhegg Kammerhef

f Bodnegg
lJI 54 STAUDACHER 11=B-37 a Steudacher Jo- Pfeffer Johann
Theresla Revensburg hannes, Har- Gutekunst Elisabeth

sarten=Hodensgg 0.Wazenbaoh
Tachtar Amalie Bodnegg
12-2=32 a | Wejan Julius + Maysnberger Bernh.ihert
Laverkusen u. Xlare, Laver- Beumenn Theresia Jshre
kusen Kru Esln Heohatett Bednegg alt
x\JL!nn'm Jossf AB-H-44 a Berszniak Anas- Pfeffar Johsnn
Gutmsnnshef tesin, Mohrhaus GCutekunst Elisabsth
f Ukraina Bodnegg 9 O.%agenbach Rednesg
fl‘,l' 57 FRUGGER Alfens 1B-2-48 a unbekennt Higls Justin
Signerimgen Fanser Anna
Lazpan-Bodnegg

¥ 55 woraw melm

List of all Foster Children in Bodnegg in the
Ravensburg District, 1949

Authorities listed all foster children regardless

of their background. Children of non-German origin
were then checked and registered by the Child Search
Branch. One of these children was Josef Berezniak,
listed here as number 56.

BEREZNIAK
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Hollerith Index Card for Josef Berezniak, August 22, 1949

The large amount of information gathered through

the Limited Registration Plan was recorded on punch

cards. The individual holes represent different
pieces of data: for example, the fourth hole in
column 60 means that Josef Berezniak was
born out of wedlock.
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Hollerith Machine, Munich, circa 1950

With a machine like this, a precursor to today’s
computers, punch cards were produced for the
Child Search Branch of the ITS. It was hoped that
this system would make it possible to record and
evaluate information faster.
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ITvan Pirecnik

1941-19956

lvan Pirecnik’s mother spent over four years tracing her son,

who had been violently taken from her by the Germans in 1942.

He was from So&tanj in what was then Yugoslavia (now Slovenia).

When the Germans and their allies occupied the region in 1941,
they shot lvan’s father because he was with the resistance.
They gave lvan up for adoption without his mother’s knowledge.
In July 1943 he was given to the Sirsch family and named Dieter.
Nine years later he finally returned to his mother in Yugoslavia,

where he finished school and worked in a power plant.

lvan with his German Foster Parents outside
a US Courthouse in Frankfurt am Main, 1952

After the lengthy search, lvan’s future was
uncertain at first. Should he return to Yugoslavia
or remain in Germany? Judges first ruled that

he should stay with the Sirsch family. After
successful protests by his biological mother,
Paula Pirecnik, the judges revised their decision
and granted her custody of lvan.
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lvan with his Mother, shortly before Leaving
for Sostanj, in a Frankfurt Hotel Room, 1952

Ivan Pirecnik was about one and a half when the
Germans separated him from his mother. His mother
and sister survived concentration camps and forced
labor. When Ivan was reunited with his mother in
1952, he spoke no Yugoslavian and had no memory
of his life in Sostan.

Ivan Pirecnik

Ivan Pirecnik, 1952

Ivan (3rd from left) with his Former Foster Parents,
probably in Vollmarshausen, circa 1985

After returning to Yugoslavia, Ivan initially had
no contact with the Sirsch family. He quickly
formed a good relationship with his biological
mother and sister. He first wrote to the Sirsch
family as an adult and visited them in the 1980s.



