PROLOGUE

From the end of the Second World War up to the present day, many authors have asserted
the ‘invincibility of the German Airforce’ asproof that the Third Reich had prepared for a
war of aggression, Thisis a very simplistic vision, as the new German Luftwaffe was only
created on 15 May 1933 (the first fighter unit being raised on 20 April 1934, Indeed, to raise
such aforce (forhidden by the Treaty of Wersailles), the recently elected German
government had to first assemble personnel ad hoc {initially ex-soldiers of the Great W ar
comingfrom the Imperial Airforce as with Robert Ritter von Greim, from the Mavy as with
Theo Osterkamp, or from the Army as with Albert Kesselring) before launching a large
programme of plane building This was an arduous task to complete in five short years, but
through competence and desire for revenge the Luftwaffe units appeared on time nearly
every month,

In Spain, German specialists couwld examine captured Sowviet planes [such as these Polikarpow

I-15s lined up after the Natlonalist wictory), But as they were sent to the famed test centre at
Rechliin, no Soviet planes conld be included at that time in the Luftwaffe,
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Another Sowviet plane wsed by the Republican Alrforce In Spain was the beautiful bomber
Tupoley 56-2, One of themn Isseen here belng examined by German personnel, S8-25 will
later be used in numbers by the Luftwaffe.
Even if the involvement of the flying components of the Condor Legion in the civil war of
Spain from 1936 helped the Luftwaffe to gain some experience in new tactics, this could in
no way boost the production of planes limited by the capahilities of the aircraft industry,
Despite the reputation for German seriousness, the building of the Luftwaffe rem ained
guite anarchic, and some importanttasks had to be negected dueto lack of time or
capahilities. Therefore, contrary to the simplifications of the above mentioned authors, the
new (and too rapidly built) German Airforce was handicapped by many Achilles’ heels:
the engneers did not have enough time to conceive alongrange bomber (such as
thefuture American B-17);
the production of transport planes waslimited, and throughout the war the
Luft waffe suffered severely from alack of air supplies;
the German industries having to build important war materials (guns, tanks, etc), and
as everything had to be made from scratch, not enough aircraft were produced. 5o,
at the time of the Battle of Britain (August SSeptember 1940), British industries

produced more fighters than their German counterparts (afact largely unmentioned
by the supporters of The Few’),

Thus, before and during wartime, leaders of the Luftwaffe had to face a real problem: how
to find encugh planes for training transport, fighting or bombing, Buying foreign planes was
impossible due to lack of money, the normal desire to support local production and the
natural distaste all pilots had for an unknown aircraft,

Thisis why, on all occasions, the Luftwaffetried to include in its ranks foreign planes that
had fallen into German hands. The Luftwaffe was therefore the airforce to have used the
most captured planes alongside its own aircraft, That isthe subject of thisbook,



CHAPTER ONE
BEFORE THE WAR
The lack of planes was so seriousthat the Luftw affe included aircraft of foreign origin inits
ranks even before the Second Waorld War, The first such machines were Italian ones
employed by the Austrian Airforce, On 13 March 1938, Adolf Hitler announced the
reattachment of his native Austria to Germany, This "Anschluss’ was approved by the
majority of Austrians and, at the same time the Fihrer made his entry into Vienna, the
Austrian Army was absorbed by the Wehrmacht, Austria, ruined by the mad destruction of
the Austro-Hungarian monarchy after the Great War, had no opportunity to launch local
plane production and most of its military planes came from ltaly, Their Fiat fighters were not
of good quality (the best one beingthe Fiat CR.32) and, after a short presence in fighter
units (presumahbly in JG 76 —thefuture JG 54 — 3 Geschwader composed of some ex-
Austrian military flyers), they were replaced by Bf 1095 and transferred to air schoaols This
handful of Austrian planes were probably used until 1941 when lack of partsforced them to
be grounded (scrapped).
On 14 March 1938, the Schwechat [\Vienna) Fighter Group paid q visit to its German

counterpart, Sz 132, hased at Ddberitz {Berlin), As the Anschiuss occurred o day only before,

the Flat CR.32z of the unlt were immediately selzed and repainted In the Luftwaffe cofours,
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German and ex-Austrian pllots In front of CR.32s. This photo was probably of 1G 78,
Figt CR.32 No, 162 with German markings: a thin fuselage biack cross and the swastika on
white clircle with red backgroundon the tall,




This Fiat CR.20, too obsaolete to be Included In the Luftwaffe, is used as a gate guardian in a
Ferman Airforce barracks,
The same CR. 20 photographed from the rear.

£



Many future flvers wanted to be photographed in front of the first plane they saw in thelr
Hime as @ recruit,
Although Austria did not help to reinforce the Wehrmacht a great deal, the capture of
Czechoslovakia must have been considered an "El Dorado’ by the German military leaders,
Indeed, this country produced not only very good tanks and guns (e.g in the well-known
Skodafabric) but modern planes as well, mostly in the Aviaindustry, To equip the powerful
Czechoslovakian Airforce, foreign planes were also produced under licence: the French
Bloch 200 homber and the Soviet Tupolev 5B-2 (under designation Avia B-71). From the
period beginning 30 September 1939 (Munich Agreement) and ending afew days after 15
March 1939 (Hitler's entry in Prague and dissolution of the Czechoslovak Republic), the
Luftwaffe began to include in its ranks an appreciable number of French, Soviet and
Czechoslovakian planes, The fate of these planes was very different:
Bloch 200: already obsolete, though the twin engine will nevertheless have helped
the Germans by being used as a hack machine (mainly for transport), A few will bhe
sent to Flugschulen (flight schools)to train future bom ber crews,




On @ Czech airfield. Two Bloch 200s {locally bullt under licence) as they were found by
izerman troops,

An ex-Czech Bloch 200 (coded 7P+ TC),
Bloch BH+BFs used in the Second Warld War,




These German officers were probably transported by the Bloch 200 in the
hackground,
Ayia B-71: usually liked by its new crews, thismore modern bomber was mainly

assigned to Luftdienst units, tiny detachm ents attached to airfields. These planes

were used as liaison planes or to tow droguesto train Flak gunners, Many of these

valuable planes were also employed in school units,

The trlangle on the nose of this Avia B-71 Indicates that the twin engine was one Used
ina luftdiensthommando.

B e B L n

-
il
-
ey -
-

- oy T .
T '

o 2 L * .- e, . il '..-.._
w - i e - = -“1. .

Food wiew of the glazed nose of this Avia B-71, phatographed on q German airfield in

19559,
German ground crews pose In front of an Aviag B-71 used in a second line unit,



AnAvia B-F1 R{PIG+BQ warms its engines at Mannheim alrfield, Notlce the large
swastika on the fin.,

Avia B-534: this pleasant one-seater fighter was admired and praised by the new
owhers Asit was captured in numbers (probably more than 300 B-534 fighters of all
types — including Bk 534), they were largely used in the German Airforce, atraining
centre for this type of fighter having to be created at Herzogenaurach airfield for the
digpatching of the planes. But the Lutftwaffe did not acquire all the fighters as some
of them had to be gven to the asirforce of Germany’snew ally: the independent

Slovak state, Asthe B-534 was a modern plane, they tried to include it in frontline
units,



A mixed batch of Czechoslovak planes captured in 1938 Bloch, Letov and, In the
middle, an Awlg B-534 pratected by a tarpaulin,

Strangely, this Awia B-534, which seemns to have recently fallen Into German hands
(see the Ju 52 In background) has maintalned its Czech fusefage code, Ha (of dth Air
Regiment), althowgh q swastika is already painted on ts fin.

Formation of Awig B-534s gt Herzogenaurach, & dispatch centre for that type of

machine was created here.



Herzogenaurach, An Avia B-534 is pushed by mechanics ta its take-off position,
On September 1939, g Staffel (squadron) of 11/ Tragergruppe 186 received afew B-
534z, Afew of them were equipped with arrester-hooks and structurally
strengthened for testing on the future aircraft carrier Graf Zeppelin, The experiment
would last only afew weeks, until the captured planes were replaced by Bf 1095 and
pressed into schoaol units, Another Staffel, 3./1G 70, was also temporarily equipped

with Avias. The sole B-534s remainingin German frontline units were planes
transferred into LLG 1 and LLG 2, the glider combat wings. The Czech machines were
em ployed
Thiz B-534 photographed qf Cuxhaven was probably one of the planes tempaorarily
assigned to /TrGr. 186, Notice the swastika painted partly on the fin,



The wiews of the sarme machine: B-534 SE+Jj, These camouflage/markings were

typical of the Greman fiving schools,






Avig B-534 No. 174 wears a production number an the fin,

The Avlg B-534 wears the insignia of the FFS A/JB 4 fiving school: a funnel {the farmed

Trichter’ of Nuremberg) on a diagonally strip red and white shield, The schoolwas
transferred from Nuremberg to Oppeln, on the soll of ex- Czechoslovakia,




The RCHFES with modified canopy,
(alongside many other planes such as Ju 875 Hs 1265 etc) to tow DFS 2305, 1n 1940
a handful of planes were temporarily painted in Polish markings to play the role of
PZLfighters in the Carl Ritter picture Kampfoeschwader Litzow,

Thiz B-534 No, & may have been plane No, 228, later fifty per cent destroved Inan
incident at langendiebach while serving in Erg.Gr. [5) 1.




Many ex-Czechoslovak planes had to be given to Germany's new Slovak aliy, Here B-
534s of that Airforce In USSR in 1941,




To ferny captured Czech planes to Germany, all avatiable pllots were required. Here,
Walter Roell (a future ace of the Stuka wing)is seen befare taking off with a Letov 5-
328, Notice the strange markings.
Letowv 5-328: this versatile two-seater fighter/bomber was already ohsoletein 1939,
It was nevertheless atough machine and, as it fell in numhbers (probably more than
200) into German hands, they could not be simply destraved. It was discovered after
afew months that the 5-328 was a good plane well appreciated by the German
pupils who trained on it, As with the B-534, some samples were given to the new
Slovak Airforce, The majority of the captured planesremained near the ex-
Czechoslovakian territory on the airfields of Pardubice, Gutenfeld, Pilzen, etc, where
flying schools were established, Aswith the Avia B-7 1, the 5-328 was employed in
some Luftdienstkommandos (Mo, 7, 13 and 17) as ligison planes or to tow drogues
for the Flak gunners. 5-328salso operated alongside the AviaB-534 in LLG 1, as it
was able to tow DFS 230 giders. Afew may have been engaged in Starstaffel, those
units operating by night to harass Soviet troops, However, whether they were
engaged in this role remains uncertain,
A fine of captured Letov 5-328= freshly repainted in German markings.



Some Letovs came in special aerial units, as seen here in a NSDAFP school ralsed for
party members wishing to be tralned as pilots,
Letow 5-328 CO+DFE af the Nuremberg/Oppeln schoaol,
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A good wiew of the ‘Niremberger Trichter’ on the 5-328. The size of the plane is
wiarth noting.
A German 5-328 In flight,
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Crash ofan 5-328 on Mannheim alffield. Apparently, its pllot does not seem to have
bheen traumatized by the experience.
Asfor many other Czech planes, the Germans, lacking suitable machines in the flying
schools, assigned all that could be found to the Flugschulen, as with some Type Es. They
were not appreciated, beingtoo old, Cther Czech planes could enter liaison units and, as
with the ex-Austrian Fiat CR.32, were used until lack of parts forced their grounding,
To partially counter the lack of training planes, nhsolete Czech planes were transferred into
German fiving schools, This Praga F-39 was disliked by puplis for having no brakes,
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Forthe German Luftwaffe, the captured Czechoslovak planes were crucial. Even if front

units did not henefit from those planes, lisison and school units were largely reequipped
with Letovs and Avias,
This Czech Praga E-241 fiew at Bdnninghardt fiving school,
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w, an ex-Czech alrfield.

This Benes Mraz 51 coded GA+AE was based at Prostefo

Another Benes Mraz 51 used as g lalson plane,




CHAPTER TWO
THE FIRST DECEIVING CAMPAIGNS (1939 — 1940)
On 1 September 1939, the Wehrmacht invaded Poland. Two days later, Great Britain and
France declared war on Germany, and that day became the first one of the Second World
War,
Even though Poland fell in afew days, aerial plunder was very meagre. Many of the Polish
planes facingthe Germans were destroyed in the air or on the ground. Western Allies who
helieved that the Polish army could hold out against German forces were deterred by
Poland’s guick defeat. The rest of the Palish Airforce escaped to Romania where planes and
crews were interned. This was a win for the Royal Romanian Airforce, equipped at that time
mainly with Italian and Polish planes (PZL 11, 23, 24 and 37). All the planes which fell into
German hands were then scrapped. It seem s that spares for PZL planes were later sold to
Germany's new Romanian ally,

German fivers examine o depleted PZL 23 Karas' on q recently occupied Polish airfield. A

rare sight, as many Polish planes were destroyed in the qir or Interred in Romania,
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Winter 1939/1940, These PZL 37 Los” [Efk), well guarded, were probably soon scrapped,
Their destiny may hawve been grander, however, as some were sold to the Romanifan Alrforce,
equipped as fight bombers,

During the Phoney War, afew French planes landed partially intact on German soil, mainly
reconnaissance planes lost or damaged in aerial fighting But these were rare, and the
planes were only briefly examined by Germ an specialists,

Norwegion Caprond Ca. 310 No, 507, examined by German troops at Stavanger-Sola,
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The same plane from the other side. These bormbers will never serve in the Luftwaffe.
On 7 April 1940, Operation Weserlbung began, To counter an Allied landingin Morw ay
(intendingto "cut the road of Swedish steel’ to Germany), the Wehrmacht invaded Denmark
and Morway. The Scandinavian campaign was hard and there was a great deal of aerial
fighting and bhombing. Losses were high on both sides. Danish planes were mainly chsolete
and were grounded for months, Denmark not being officially occupied. The majority of the
planes of the Norwegian Aiforce were destroyed, a handful escapingto Great Britain (as
with three German-built He 1155). German troops neverthelessfound afew aircraft such as
Caproni Ca 310 bombers, Gladiator fighters, Tiger Moth bombers and old Hover MF-11
seaplanes. They were studied but destroyed later due to lack of parts At Kjeller airfield
(near Oslo), German soldiers captured all the newly-delivered Curtiss Hawks, the first Morth



Arerican machinesto enter the Luftwaffe. Some were used in flying schools but would
soon be more intensively employed.
Wireck of a Norweglan Tiger Moth,

- B -t -
In this durmp near @ Norwegian alrfield, o German Bf 109 E and, In the background, another

Norwegian Tiger Math,
Eelgian Acronautigue Militalre had a sole fighter Squadron equipped with modern planes,



These Hurricanes were mainly destroved on the ground, and this plane was probably fost at
Schaffen aifield,

On 10 May 1940, Germany launched Fall Gelb, the invasion of the Western Countries, It was
a huge success, four countries being overwhelmed while the BEF [British Expeditionary
Force) had to guickly evacuate,
The Great-Duchy of Luxemburghad no Aiforce while the few planes of the tiny Belgian
Apgéronautigue Militaire were rapidly destroyed on the ground. Later, in the plunder of
Belgium, the Luftwaffe only recovered some light and sport planes (as with Tipsy or Stampe
# Yertonghen), which were mainly used for entertainment by afew pilotsuntil they ran out
of parts. Two Renard prototypes were also studied but never really entered the Luftwaffe,
Flunder in the Netherlands was bhetter. German specialists gained contral of Dutch aircraft
industries (such asFokker and Aviolanda) Many planes of the ex-Luchtvaartafdeeling



classed as obsolete were destroved. The fine seaplane Fokker TYII was seized in some
numbers (a few of them escaped to Great Britain and flew in Coastal Command) and later
sent to the Mediterranean (Aegean Sea)to operatein recce and convoy protection. Fokker
(5-1 was an interesting machine but produced in too small numbers to be used seriously in
the German Aiforce, Thus, they were transferred to flying schools,

A captured Belglan SV-5. Some of them were used in the German Alrforce, Following reports
of Belgian resistance, two ar three of these machines were present qt St-Trond {5t Trulden)
qlrfield n 1943 to traln the young night fighter pliots of 1L /NSGT,

The tiny Tipsy, built ot Gosselies, was another Belgian sports plane, We know that two
samples of the plane were used by @ Group of X5 3 while occupying that airfield,




This Tipsy seerms to have been included in 1G5 2, It certainly flew aq few months with German
marking before belng grounded fand scrapped) due to a fack of spares.
Hermann Gdring after the capltulation of the Netherlands {in the white tunic). An ex-Fokker
pilot of the First World War, he visited Schiphol airport to see the captured Dutch planes of
Luchtvaardafdeling. In fact, only g few Dutch alrcraft wouwld enter the Luftwaffe,




This Fokker DLXXL the so-called "Fighter of the poor countries’, still wears the insignia ‘met de
drle mulisfes’ (three springing mice) painted on some planes of the Dutch 1o VA, {Ist
Fighter Squadron),

Folker G-1 No, 356 in front of g KM DC-3 fwearing the special markings of civilian planes of
newtral countries). While the fighter will enter the Luftwaffe, DC-3 will be seized by
Lufthansa, the cvilion German Qlr company. Since, to reinforce the weak transport unlits,
DiLH had to transfer nearly all fts fu 525 to the Luftwaffe the company tried to fill the gaps by
requisitioning all possible chvifian transport planes from those captured fn the war,




Ex-Dutch Fokker G-1 in German markings under the show (probably in winter I 940/1941 ),
A Foklker G-I photographed at Schleisshelm by a trainee pifot surprised by that "Dutch
shape’, It is probably the aivcralt tested on the qirfield in August 1940, This type of plane
never entered frontiine units and finished its career in school units,




A Dutch Koolhoven FE-51 after capture, As with Koolhaoven, equipping the Belgian

Aeronautique Militaire and captured at the same e, B will be scrapped,
Anather Fokker which was used by the Luftwalfe was the Fokker TV a very good
seaplane,




Fatrol over North Aegean. The Fokker T-VIII were mainly used in Seegruppe 125, based at

Skaramanga In Northern Greece, until they ran out of spares,
Soldiers find some rest between the wings of g Dutch training plane destined for scrapping.




This Fokker T-\V bormber has been repaired by two mechanics but will still have a sad end.



CHAPTER THREE
THE FRENCH MANNA [ MAY /S JUNE 1940)
After thefall of France, the W ehrmacht found a great deal of plunder. The defeated country
had been splitin two with a "Zone Libre’ (Free Zone) under the Yichy Government in the
south. Many French planes escaped there ar reached Morth Africa (controlled by Vichy)
before the capitulation. Mevertheless, German troops seized some aircraft industries and
large numbers of intact French planes which never arrived on the front following the
disorganization of the last days of the western campaign, or sabotage by French communist
wiorkers who, linked by the German-Soviet Pact of August 1939, disturbed the deliveries to
thefront line units,
The French Armeéée de ['Air had alot of different planes, some modern, some totally
ohsolete,
the beautiful bomber LeQ 45 was captured in small numbers (it was produced in
Southern France and Germany could not seizeits factory) and seemsto have been
transferred to school units where the machine was well appreciated.
Many LeQ 451 bombers were destroved In combat against the Luftwaffe in May/lune
T840,




Thiz good French bomber will enter in sorme numbers into the Luftwajfe,
A leC 45 yzed in g German fliving school,




Thiz Potez 63-11 was captured an g local alrield,
the Potez 63-11, a good machine (mainly used in recce), was captured in large
numkbers. In fact, many were destroyed in the May/June fighting, but German troops
found many more on Meaulte and Les Mureausx airfields. Around 100 of those planes
entered flying schools or the Luftdienstkormmandos attached to the airfields. Later,
some were sold to the Romanian Airforce,
Eut many other Potez 63 will be found in qlrfields near factories such as here
(probably gt Meééaulte],




Some Potez will enter the Luftwaffe.
Three Po 635 ready to be transferred to a Flugschule,




German troops recovered not Gn[v complete planes but also wital parts of

damaged/destroved aircraft,
Thisis why the engines of this Potez 63-11 No. 585 are dismantied,




The more modern French fighter, the D520, was engaged very late in the western
campaign, losing some numbers in the bitter combat,

the sleek fighter Dewaoitine D.520 operated for a longtime in the new German flying

schools, mainly at the recent Flugschule of Villacoublay, It was well appreciated by

its pilots, who liked the modern machine. It was neverthelesstoo under-armed to

enterin the German front units,

Sunvivars that fellinto German hands were transferred to fiving schools, Here pupils
posze on g D520,




Exarmining the engine of o D.520 at Villacoublay in 1342,

Eloch fighters were sometimes found Intact on captured airfields, This Bloch 152 of
GC I8 was force-landed by Its Czech pifot near Doval on 18 May 1940,
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The planes of the French Armée de FAlr were parthy under Vichy control Here at
Tours alrfield, German and French officials inventory the alrcraft,
the Bloch fighters, considered too heavy to enter the German Airforce, were used in
Flugschulen, where they were not as popular asthe D.520. In 1941, many were

transferred to Luftdienstkommandos to tow drogues for the training of Flak crews,
A Bloch 1520s dismantied to be ferried to Germany. These fighters were attacked by
the new owners for being too hegwy.




Nevertheless some Bloch were assigned to German fiving schools, including this Bloch
152 photographed at Neudorf, base of FFS A/B 116,
12th March 1941, Crash of Bloch 151 ex No. 372 In g wood near Neudo i,






Itz inexperienced voung pifot had neglected to fill the tank of his machine,
A Blach 152 probably In @ hangar in Germany,

TH
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At Bourges, the Germans found many Curtiss H-755 ordered by the French Armée de
FAlr from the US4,

in Bourges (wherethey were assembled) and on the different airfields, the Luftwaffe
captured many American Curtiss H-75s, in addition to those already discovered in
Morway, Some were still in crates, havingjust been delivered to French harbours,
The H-75 was avery good machine and German High Command ordered the transfer
of around twelve of them to Ddberitz (Berlin) to equip N1L./1G 77 (the ex-Il./Tr.Gr.
186), As bhefore (with the Avia attermpt), the project was afailure, a few planesheing
damaged in the training I11./1G 77 quickly saw the US planes replaced by the ‘good
old Bf 109°, Three pilots of the units nevertheless flew H-75s painted with Polish
markings to operate alongside ‘Polish Avias’ in Ritter's Kampfgeschwader Litz ow.
The Curtiss’ were transferred to flying schools but soon most of them were sold to
Finland, the new ally of Germany.

Thiz plane stilf wears the Insignia of the French GC (fighter group) 174,
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Curtiss H-755 were no newcomers, as some had already been captured in Norway a
few months before,
Facing the relatively large numbers of this modern American fighter, 1LAG 77 was
temporarily equipped with Curtiss H-75s This plane bears the notice "Unklar’
indicating that it Is not fit to fiy,
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In September 1940, three pilots of LG 77 were required to play the role of the
‘enemy’ inthe propaganda fiim Kampfoeschwader Liitzow, A camera Is installed In
the nose of the H-75 manned by Lewtnant Herbert Hdhne,
False Impacts were painted on the front of the canopy,




Astiltofthe film Kampfaeschwader Litzow’ showing the attack of an ‘enerny’ H-75.
Soon Curtlss H-7hswere transferred to fiving schools, Kurnt Hammel [future fighter
ace of JG 5 andJE 77 ) was one of the few pupiis to be trained on this type of plane,

the mafority of which were later sold to Finland,

a handful of Morane-Saulnier 406s, the second useful French fighter, entered the
Flugschulen, but its value wastoo great to let it end its career in schools, At the end
of 1940, ten M5 4065 had been sold tothe Finnish Airforce and others would follaw.
Later, after the dissolution of Yugoslavia, MS5-406s were given/sold to the new
Croatian Airforce,



These M5 4065, repainted with black crosses, have already recelved
Stammkennzeichen [(factory codes) on the fuselage.
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A Morane Sauinler 406 found In a very bad state by the German troops on Maubeuge
qlrfield,
A bequtiful shot of g German M5 406, Possibly one of the planes sold to Finland,

|




A Caudron C-445 found at issy-les-Moulinequx,
the Caudron C-445 was a very good multi purpose plane well appreciated by the
French crews, It entered flying schools and som e front units(such as
lagdgeschwader) as a hack machine, Asthe factory Caudron was at |ssy -les-
M oulineaux [near Paris) in the German occupied zone, the plane was produced by
the new owners (at least 62 machinesin 1941 and 334 in 194 2], With the admiration
of many German pupils, C-445 was one of the best French planes used in the
Luft waffe,

The velliow band painted around the fuselage of C-445 PO+CF was a typlcal mark of
somme fiving schools,




Fupils and fliving instructor in front of o C-445,
On the nose of this C-445 the insignia of FFS A/7B 61 can be seen.




Fhotographed in May 1941 an Plantiline qirfield, thiz Caudron wears the insignia of
FES AAB 33, previously based at Seerappen,

A C-445 made a belly landing without too much damage, asthe plane was sturdy,

The Insignia cowld be the one for Fluglehrerschule, the school for fiving instructors,

Modern erowgh to be used in front units, some C-445 served as hack machines In

some Jagdgeschwadern. This one, photographed in North Africa, may have been
gitached to G 27, or to g local cormma nd.




At Escoublac, German troops found many training NAAs recently arrived in France,
in the captures made in France, the Luftwaffe acquired another type of US plane. In
February 1939 the French government had ordered around 400 MNAA trainers (the
Armeeee de 'Air didn’t have enough pilots and so tried to accelerate the training of
the pupils). Many MAss were destroyed in May/June 1940 in incidents and bomhing
of airfields, but more than 150 planes werefound intact (for example in Escoublac
where the planes were mounted), The two types (MAA 57 and 64) were transferred
to flying schools, being considered by its pilots as "Amerikanisch’ [i.e. modern) with
its large cockpit, a very good vision and a powerful engine. Trainer planes Mas 57
and 64 were, as with the C-445, well photographed on the airfields

Just captured, this NAA received a cross on the fuselage, Swastika and
Stammbkennzeichen will later be painted on,




An NAA In flight. This American plane was valued by future German pllots,
Hawing fust recelved thelr pilot’s Insignia (pinned at the breast), voung pilots want to
take a photo in front of thelr beloved tralning machine Note antireficction black
paint in the front of the cockpit,
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A badlanding in the snow {In German pllot's slang: a Fllegerdenkmal). This view glves
an Ideq of the large size of the NAA,



Formation flight of NAA In Touwl alrfield, Thizs school often painted a large vellow band
around the rear of the fuselage af its planes,



Grottkaw fiving school, The large canopy with its good wisibility was appreciated by
the voung fivers,
duringthe invasion, German forces also captured alot of "old’ planes from the
1930s Many were scrapped, but the lack of planes was so severe that some types
were saved, 5o MS 230 were for atime used in flying schools or second line units,
Breguet 693 was tested by the Luftwaffe (following photos showing transfer to
Germany) as were other types (e.g. Bloch 174), Many were
Some French planes of negliqible value entered the Luftwaffe, including this Caudron
Slmoun lalson plane photographed at Bourges,




Arn obsolete Dewoitine D510, it will probably soon be sent to the furnace.
gquickly scrapped. The Caudron C-714 had showed itsfailuresin the western
campaign and was considered a very bad fighter. Six planes were nevertheless sold
to Finland, but the other ones were scrapped (or placed as decoys on false airfields,
the so-called Scheinflugpl atze).

In the Western cam paign, the Luftwaffe did not only capture French, Belgan or Dutch
planes. Some RAF aircraft lost on the mainland were also seized: bomberswhich could not
beblown up by their own troops, or fighters forced to land after acombat, We know that a
few Hurricanes were captured intact; probably either one or three. The same went for
Blenheim light hombers, The first com plete Spitfire to have fallen into German hands seems
to be Z0-A of Mo, 222 Sg. whose pilot, F/OFalkus, wasforced toland on Le Touguet airfield
on 1 July 1940 after a fight with Messerschmitt Bf 109< and 110s Tested and repainted, this
plane will become the 'hero’ of afamed propaganda film at the time of the Battle of Britain,
The MS 230 alko entered secand line units,




Thiz obsolete M5 230 was given to g Hitler Jugend unit to tow gliders,
To find spares for the numerous captured French planes, dumps were visited, as with this
ohe on the border of Cazaux alrfield, south of Bordeausx,




French planes were not the onrly ones to be found or captured In France, RAF machines were
alzo discovered. Here q destroved Hurricane is examined by curfous local yvouths and some
Fermans.

Wrecks were exposed in various exhibitions In Germany to emphasise the 'Great victorny In
the West’, This Hurrlicane, photographed at Leipzig, was definitely scrapped afterwards,
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Some fighters were also found in an excellent state. This Hurricane of No, 97 5q., in fts box
made of sandbags, seems not to have been blown up by mechanics,

A Hurrlcane in German markings photographed at the end of 1240, It s difficult to give the
number of planes of this type which flew in the German Alrforce.
Thiz Blenhelrm of No, 114 5q. was captured near Calals,




A Blenhelm of No, 11 5q.in use in the Luftwaffe,

Mot all the wrecked planes found were scrapped, Some ofthese planes, lawvishiy repainted in
German markings, were used as decoys on fake airfleids [Scheinflugpldize). This Fairey Battle
will end fts career this way,
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On 1 duhy 1940 after o dogfight, FFO Falkus of No, 222 5q. was forced to land on Le Touguet
alrfield,

Hiz Z0-A was probably the first Spitfire to have fallen intact into German hands,
Pilots of 55 26 were proud to be photographed in this — at the time — rare machine.
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Tested and repainted, Z0-A will be used in q propaganda fiirm, and this photo of a {fake)
dogfight will be published In the renowned magazine Signal at the time of the Battle of
Britain,

Arriving at Viflacowblay airfield in June 1940, 110G 26 find numerous French planes,
including some prototypes such as the transport plane Al Wibault 100, As wsual, the profect
will be studied by German engineers before befng abandoned soon after,




CHAPTER FOUR

FACING GREAT BRITAIN [JULY 1940 — SUNE 19471 )

After France's capitulation at the end of June 1940, the Luftwaffe turned its attention to

Britain, On some occasions, British planes damaged over the Channel had to land on the

mainland. A few planes could then be captured in arelatively good state when their pilots

made a belly landing

On 15 Auqust 1940, PAO Richard Hardy of No, 2345q, had his plane AZ-H {nicknamed "Dirty

Dick’) damaged by Flak before belng forced by q pllot of I/ 0G5 53 to land at Cherbourg,




by

AZH [N3277 ) raised an its wheels, so that German pllots cowld photograph the wing

machine gun emplacements.
Men of JG 53 were particolarly Interested in the personal Insignia painted on the Spitfire,

A better view of AZ-H's insignia,



Damage caused by the Flak shell are visible an the rear of the cockpit. Notice the first word
of the nickname “Dirty Dick’,



AZ-H s rapidly parth covered by camouflage. It will fater be evacuated to Germany for
testing.

A few bombers also made force landings and entered the German Airforce. Again, it is
difficult to give numbers for those captures,
At the time of the Battle of Britain, Germany acquired new French planes, To reinforce its
Seenot (sea rescue) units, the Luftwaffe bought afew Breguet Bizerte flying hoats to
operate alongside He 595, Do 185 and soon Do 24s,
The same day (15 August), PAO Ralph Roberts of No, 64 5q, landed his Spitfire SH-W (K966 4)

near Marck, the Calals alrfield, after combat with 7/0G 26, This plane was also probably

studied by the Luftwaffe, but its witimate fate rermains unknown,



iy

On 16 and 17 August 1940, PRU lost two Spitfires engaged in a recce over the Ruhr Both
pllots became POWSs, One ofthe planes seems to have beenthe captured and was perhaps
this plane seen here in q demoanstration in a German fiving schoolin 1942,



To refnforce jts Seenot units engaged an the Channel, the Luftwaffe bought some French
Breguet Bizerte seaplanes,



Thiz Bizerte may have been bought recently from the Vichy Alrforce, It Iz seen alongside a
Le 451 already in German markings.
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The German propaganda magazine Signal’ published this photo of qa Breguet Bizerte fiving
owver the Channel,
O the night of the 26/27 August 1940, Hampden QR-P (P4324) ran out of fuelin an
operation over Merseburg, The bamber made a perfect landing on the Viiehors sandbank of
the Dutch Isfand of Vileland, its crew becoming POWs, QR-FP was then test flown In Germany.



On & Septermber 1940, engaged in a fight with Jiz 54, P/O Caister of No. 603 5q. was forced
to belly land near Guines in the French Pas-de-Calals,

The fighter appears to be In good state, it was recovered by the men of the fagdgeschwader,
Two opporents qlongside: @ Bf 109 of JG 54 and Spitfire XT-D [X4260),



Exarnination of the cockplt of XT-D,
XT-D under cover, This plane also seems to have been tested in Germany.



On the night 475 December 1240, Wellington LN-F{T2501) of No, 39 5q, did not come back
from a raid on Diisseldorf becoming the sole loss of the mission. Dizoriented, its crew landed

on Vitre-en -Artols alrfield where the plane was photographed by K& 53 soldiers based there,
When the Battle of Britain ended, the Luftwaffe launched the Blitz, the attacks by night on

British cities. In response the RAF maintained its attacks over European mainland and the
British planesonce more fell into enemy hands Many were tested at Rechlin, before being
sent to various front line airfields to demonstrate the gualities and defects of the enemy
planes,
LN-F seerns to have been the first Wellington to have falfen intact into enemy hands,
Repainted in German markings, It was transferred to Germany.
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We hawve no information about this Spitfire I of No, 74 5q. which seems to have landed In
very good condition on French soll
Thizs Hampden of No. 50 5q. landed in Pfalz, probably returning from a bombing mission over
Fermany.



Some Hampdens were captured by the Germans in good condition but, untif now, there was
no proofthat these bombers really entered the Luftwaffe,

This interesting photo published in the Der Adler’ magazine probably shows g hangar at
Rechiin where foreign planes were tested, in the background &5 q Wellington, apparentiy in
very good condition, Abandoned alrcraft were probably captured in May/dune 1940, such as
the French Breguet 693 or the RAF Falrey Battie of No, 150 5q,



On 2 Februane 1941, No, 605 Sq. tried to Intercept the pllots of LALG 2 over the Channel Sgt
K.H. Jones was disoriented In the fight and landed his UP-M (Z2329) on the Belgian alrfield of
Koksiide (Coxyde], He was immediately captured,

Sones will later report that he fired q shot Into the cockplt to destroy the machine, But
desplte this UP-M seerms to be Intact,



A captured Hurricane, Alas, we have no information gbout this plane,



O the night of 6/7 Februany 1941, the crew of a Wellington of No, 311 (Czech) Squadron
landed an a French coastal alrfield after an air attack on Bowlogne-sur-Mer.
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KT+X was repainted In German markings, and was perhaps the second Wellington to fali
intact into German hands,
On the night of 17718 February 1241, Whitley T4264 of Flight 412, a special unit dropping
sples in occupied countries, was forced to land in g field at Waretda-Chausseéée near Namur
(Belgivm], The plane was apparently partly destroved [by the crew?] and could only be used
assource of spares {although we do not know of any fiving Whitleys in the Luftwaffe).



If Td264 was useless to the Germans, they could at least recover the fuel a rare substance at
that period,



CHAPTER FIVE

MARITAMAERK UR AND BARBAROSSA [ MAY - JUNE 1541)

On 6 April 1941, to repulse British troops from the Balkans, the Wehrmacht had to launch a
new Blitzkrieg Marita was an overwhelming success, forcing Yugoslavia and Greece to their
knees, But not a single plane could be saved for the Luftwaffe. The Yugoslay Aiforce lost its
best planes {including Bf 109 Es) in the air fighting or on the ground, while other valuahle
aircraft {such as Do 17<) escaped to Egypt. The majority of the local aircraft found relatively
intact were given to the new Croat Airforce, born from the ashes of the dishanded Yugoslay
army. The Greek Airforce had some relatively modern French planes, but transport through
the Balkan peninsula was too arduous, and all were probahbly scrapped.

A Yugosiav Blenhelm destroyed by bombs,




Yugosfay Fizir FN burning. The fire was perhaps it for the benefit of the Kriegsherichter fwar
correspondent) to make a striking picture, A proof of the low quality attributed by the
ermans to the local planes found on the alrfields,

Blicker 131 D WhNr. 482 was one of the German planes sold in 1939 to Yugosiavia, it was
Tiberated’ in Marita and ferried to the north with crude German markings (but still with the
Yugosiaw national cockade on the wings),
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This plare will enter the Luftwaffe with Stammkennzeichen DA+RE,
A symbol of the German victory in the Balkans, On a Greek airfield {probably Larissa), afu 87
with the vellow markings of Marita has landed near the wreck of a blown up RAF Hurricane,




i

A Greek PZL 11 isexamined by Landser [German soldiers),
In thiz durmp, one can see Greek Bloch 1525 and Po 635, Al these planes were definitely
scrapped,
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The same fate befell this beautiful but obsofete Potez XXV (with Hispano-Suiza engine).
On 22 June 1941 the great invasion of the USSR began, In their rapid advance, German

troops overwhelmed many airfields dispersed all along the border, covered with planes of
different values. The Soviet Aiforce was at that time in the process of reorganization, and
modern MiGs were found alongside obsolete hiplane Polikarpovs. Even though Axis bombs
destroyved a lot of those aircraft, hundreds of them were captured. However, only afew of

them were used after testingin the Luftwaffe. Old planes were scrapped while modern ones
were often sold to the Finnish Airforce. Indeed, accustomed to the cold of the polar winter,

the Finnish Airforce specialists had mastered the wood/steel construction typical of alot of

Soviet planes,
June 1841 A BfI108of i 52 has landed on a Sowviet alrfield near a fak fighter,




Many fivers wanted to be photographed in front of the modern Sowviet aircraft,

But a large number of obsolete planes will also be captured, such as these alighed Polikarpov
f-I15s,
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Sometimes Sowviet planes were delivered to the Luftwaffe. This Po-2 landed on a German-
occupied airfield, ts pilat probably being of Baltic arigin,
These campaigns were thus deceiving for a Luftwaffe still desperate for new planesto fill
the gapsin its erratic production,
The Sowiet defectar speaking with German high officers.




Adak qlready in German markings photographed at Warsaw-Bllany, perhaps on the way to
(Fermany.

A Tupolev 5B-2 captured in relatively good condition,
The SB-2wilf play the part of the hack machines inltially performed by the Czech Avia B-71s,
iy




Some ofthe captured Sowlet planes will be used forspecial operations, On &fuly 1941, this
FPo-2 was found intact on Diingburg alrfield,
Twao members of the Brandenburg unit {the so called Relchscormmandos’) examine the
plane,




O 7wy two men wearing civilian clothes to pass as mouwfiks board the plane,
The Po-2 takes off to land in the Sowviet lines with the two special agents,
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A Lithuanian plane emploved as a hack machine by the Luftwaffe on the southern part ofthe

Fastern Front (Notice the Romanlian liaison plane fleet in the background).
A variety of planes were captured on Sowiet qirfields, This tralning Jak may be used as a

pleasuyre plane by some German flvers,




One of the few Polikarpov I-155 used In German fiving schools,
A Paolikarpow .16 UTH (twoseater), probably in g Luftdienst unit,




A first type of the famed ground assault plane yvouchine H-2 which probably force landed
after a strafing. This sturdy machine seems to be only lightly damaged.
An -2 In the Luftwaffe, This plane is also of the first type (without the alr gunner post),
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Ferman pilots assembled to be informed of and study the renowned H-2,
A fighter fakin German markings.




Anather fak used for g time in the Luftwaffe.
This MIG 3 must be the sample tested at Rechiin,
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A MIG 2 sending in g Luftdienst unit (as indicated by the triangle).



CHAPTER SIX

ON ALL THEATRES OF WAR (JUNE 1941 — OCTOBER 1942)

Having noticed the transfer of nearly all German fighter units to the new Eastern Front, the
RAF launched an ambitious aerial offensive over Morthern France/Belgium, the so called
‘Mon-5top Offensive’. It turned out to be very costly and alarge number of British planes
were destroved, some of them fallingnearly intact into German hands.

In the night offensives launched against German towns, British bombers dam aged or
disoriented landed in enemy-held territories and were captured. In this way, in August 1942,
the Luftwaffe acquired it s sole Stirling, @ homber already ohsolete at the time.

In the theatre of the Mediterranean Sea, planeswere only rarely captured by either side,
The air fighting occurred mainly over the Libyan desert, and all planes which force-landed in
the open were usually considered 100 per cent lost, Indeed, specialised recovery units were
scarce and didn’t have enough vehicles to operatein the harsh desert conditions. The best

way to save something wasto dismantle the most valuable parts and leave the rest of the

planefwreck rusting in the sand.

Cn 29 August 1941, in the execution of the famed Won-Stop Offensive’, Spitfire PK-O [PEF1Z)
of Na, 315 (Polish) Squadron was fost,
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The fighter landed in Belgium on the strand of Westende and was quickly recovered by the
Germans,
Fuselage aof PE-O. This plane was probably sent to Germany, but we do not krow if 8 was
tested there or scrapped Immediately,
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A Wellington captured on a crude alrfield in North Africa, As it was nearly Impossible to
evacuate these planes, souvenir hunters have already “unclothed” it

A Lysander, probably found qlong the famed Via Balbia in Libya, The Luftwaffe acquired two

such planes, probably captured when engaged in special missions in France, One of them
was displaved in the static ‘musewm’ of Nanterre,




A shot down Hurricane examined by German fivers in Libya,

The diffficulties invalved In fernving planes are attested by this photo ofa Tiberated’
Hurricane at the end of 1941, In a counter-offensive, British troops found the captured
Hurricane repainted in German markings, It could not be evacuated and was so retaken by
the arigingl owners,

This Blenhelm was sent to Germany. It s possible that it was captured In the desert, as !t was
attached to an Australian squadron,




On the morning of 8 Novermber 1941, puplis of EIG 26 stationed on Maldegern airfields were
surprised to discover, facing their barracks, a British Wellington,

In the east, after the first success of Operation Barbarossa, Soviet planes were no longer

captured on so great a scale. Some of the new machines were neverthelesstested by the

German specialists,

This bomber, GR-Z[Z1277) of No. 300 (Palish) 5q. was disoriented in q mission over the Relch
and landed intact in Belgium, On the same right, another Wellington from No, 304543,

landed on the Belgian airfield of 5t Truiden (5t-Trond), and s crew were captured,




After having been repainted In German markings, GR-Z departs for Germany,
On 12 8pril 1842, q Spitfire (ABI131) of No. 521 5q. engaged fna test fiight landed by mistake
on St Trulden (St-Trond) alrfield, fts Canadian pilot becorming a POW,




Personnel of 1/NIG 1 based on that qirfield took numerous photographs of the “intruder’, an
ex-plane of No, 1401 Metearological Flig ht,

Spltfire Vb RF-E {AA340) af Na, 303 {Polish) 5q. was shot down in Clrews 143 on 27 Aprif 1942
and fanded near Lille, The pllot became a POW. The fate of the plane is unknown,
Eergungskommandos salvaged shot down planes all over Europe, This Spitfire, recovered on
q beach in Northern France was probably heawily damaged by waves and salt water but
could perhaps becorme a source of spare parts,




All the wrecks were assembled In depots, as here in French 5t-Cmer, Spare parts were
recovered and the rest of the metal was sent to the furnaces,
The first glant Short Stirling bomber to be captured Intact was MG-F (N3705) of No, 7 5q. On
the night of 15/16 August 1942, engaged in ‘Gardening” {dropping of seq mines), with two
engines and the compass owt of action, It landed near Dutch Gorinchen,
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The nose of the bomber was damaged, The plane had to be repaived before being repainted
far its ferne flight,
On one of the large wings of the Stirling. This plane was studied In Rechlin before being used
in April 1944 as q target to test new alr-air munitions.
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A Boston hawving made a belly landing, probably in France, It seems that no such plane was
wsed n the Luftwaffe.
Inthe landing operations of Dieppe (19 August 1942), No, 350 {Belgian) 5q. fost PAO H,
Marchal who was captured, His Spitfire Vb MN-Z [AR3IE0), after recovery, seems to have
bheen tested by the Luftwaffe.
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At end of 1942, the transport units of the Luftwaffe were heaully engaged on the Eastern
Front (Stalingrad) and the Med, Losses were high, To help quickly filf the gaps, Regia
Aeronautica lent some Sauvoia Marchetti Included In q special transport squadron, the Savola
Staffel One of those planes = seen here on Maleme alrfield (Crete),



Malerne, The Squoia Staffelis ready to fiv to Africa. fn fact the first ftalion transport planes
entered the Luftwaffe in April 1942,
Two German soldiers pose fn front of @ Savaoia Staffel plane.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

FRANCE AGAIN (NOVEMBER 1942)

The Allied landing in Morth Africa (Operation Torch) on 10 Movember 1942 had an im portant
conseguence for France: the Wehrmacht went over the Demarcation Line between the two
French zones to occupy Southern France,

Although sorme French flyers escaped by air with their planesto Morocco, Algeria or Tunisia,

the greater part of Aviation de 'Armistice was overwhelmed on the captured airfields.

Around 1,900 planes were so captured, Thisimpressive number must be weighted by the

fact that fifty per cent of these aircraft were old, no longer in use orin depots, Around 150

5 2305 had to be scrapped, as did 200 Caudron Lucioles, But thistime Germany had taken

control of some plane fact ories, such as Ossun (M5 4068) and Ambérieu (Led 451),

A Fw 190 {probably of G 2] has landed on an alrfield in Southern France, base of @ Bloch 152
unit,




At Mantpellier airfield, German officers talk with French Bloch pifots, probably to prepare for

the occupation afthe area.

German administrative officers verify the condition of French planes in the dump near
Mo ntpellier airfield.




Around 1,900 French planes were captured in the ex-Zone non occupée, But, as one can see
oh this picture, many were only scraps,
Asthe ltalian Army took part in the invasion of Southern France, and as Regia Asronautica
suffered heavily in Morthern Africa, the captured planes had to be divided after very hard
negotiations hetween the two Axis partners,
Lareéé and Olivier factory of Ambeééricy were selzed in November 1942,
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e 4515 could prove valuable to the Luftwaffe.
the bomber LeQ 451 would soon interest the Luftwaffe, as German transport units
were shout to be decimated in the effortsto supply 6th Army at the Stalingrad and
Tunisian bridgeheads. The LeD 451s were thustransformed into transport planes,

hecoming Led 451 T (T for Transport’), many beingincluded in the newly created
1%, /TG 4, It was not areal success, but the addition of the LeQOs in the

Transport geschwader helped to lighten the pressure on the TG, Italy was able to
borrow some of these bhom bers,

The Morane Saulnler factory of Ossun was also captured by the Germans,




NS A06s were too old to be used in the Luftwalffe. Only a handful of planes were
assighed to Flugschwlen, while many planes were sold to Croatia or Finland.

Some Patez 63-11 were also captured and transferred to fiving schools,
A Po 6300 Flugschule Pau.




The good fighter Dewaltine 520 had to be shared with the ltallans, The malority of
those ex-fighters entered the Luftwaffe. Here are some 0,520 on Towlouse-Blagnac,
thirty of the old but still effective Dewoitine 520s entered the Italian Airforce. The
rest rejoined the other D.520s already in Flugschulen, Around fifty of these machines
were sold tothe Bulgarian Aiforce, mainly to replace their obsolete Avia B-534s,
One year later, in October 1943, Bulgarian D.520s fought against US bombersover
the Balkans.

Fiving Instructors in front of @ D520 at Orange.




A D520 before its ferry flight to Bulgaria. Along with dozens of other Dewoitine
fighters, It will reinforce the Bulgarian Alrforce,
Fliegerdenkmal of g pupil at Pau,




0. 520 taking off from Pau airfield,
D520 aver the FPau qrea.




Bordequx-Meéerignac. A line of Bloch 174z, Many French planes served in second line
unrits az Nalzons or hack machines,

some Morane 4065 were found in depots. They were already too old to be useful for
the German war effart. They were reactivated in Ossun, sent to afew Flugschule or
sold to the Croat and Finnish allies,
around 170 Bloch fighters (152 and 155) were captured. Many had to be overhauled,
They were mainly transferred to Flugschule or to Zielgeschwader (the ex-Luft dienst
units),

A Bloch 155 inthe Fluglehrerschule. This school, established at Orange, trained the

candidate instructars,




Fiving fnstructors of Fluglehrerschule Orange warming themselves in the Provence
sun, fn the background is g Bloch 155 Around twenty samples of this plane were
captured in November 1942,
more than fifty of the valuable NA&A 575 were captured, and reinforced the

Flugschulen . . .
.as did some Caudron C-445s =till in use in the ex-Armeéée de I'Armistice,

Two mechanics posing on an NAA,




New NAAs were found In Southern France,

This good trainer will be appreciated in the fiving schools,




A couple of NAAs in a Flugschule,
All the other valuable planes were posted to second line units, mainly as hack machines.
fn 1943, German engineers tested Lateéécoedére 299, whose prototype fell into their hands,




Lategecoegere 299 suffered an acaldent on Towlouse-Francazal alrfield. One can see here the
large size of the plane,
latece 299 was repaired but never entered the Luftwaffe. This prototype will be destroved in
Indts hangar in 1944 by Allied bormbing,




CHAPTER EIGHT

“THE YANKS ARE COMING . .7 (NOVEMBER 1942 — SEFTEMBER 194 3]

This period was catastrophic for the Wehrm acht, which suffered two severe sethacks in
these months the capitulation of the &th Army at Stalingrad (January 1943) and the loss of
Tunisia (May 1943),

In the air, the USAAF began to operate actively from its English bases. The first attack of B-
17 bombersoccurred on 17 August 1942 and, slowly, American planes intensified their
actions In this period, two four engine bombers(B-17 and B-24) were captured,
Mevertheless, it took months for the Luftwaffe to make them operational again. A BAF
Beaufighter seemsto have bheen captured, but we do not know where or when,

E-17s operated over France from 17 August 1942, and the first Fiying Fortress to fall into
Ferman hands was captured on 12 December 1942,




F-1741-24595 "Wulf Hound” of 303rd BG was forced to land on the Dutch airfield of
Lewwaarden while engaged in a rald against Romilhy,

The B-I7 was guickly repainted in German markings but its first flight in the Luftwaffe didn’t
happen until March 1943,
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The original serial of the B-17 was maintained in spite afthe repainting of "Wuif Hound”,



The position of the left fuselage air gunner was heawily photographed.
Wulf Hound' was visited by many German fighter pilats, Here, the Kommandeur of /G 26,
Malor Wilhelm-Ferdinand Galfand discusses the bomber after having examined it On 17

August 1943, he will be killed over Belgium, shot down by P-47s escorting Flving Fortresses,
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The weak paints of the Fiving Fortress were underlined with white stripes, Here are the fuel
tanks,
when the Danish Army was dishanded at the end of August/hegnning of September 1943,
the Luftwaffe recovered some planes {including at least twenty-one Fokker D.XXIs) in good
state. It is doubtful that these ohsolete machines spent longin the Luftwaffe, and the
majority seem to have bheen scrapped,

While dog fights occurred over Europe, in North Africa Axis troops retreated into the Tunlsian
pocket, German troops could capture enemy planes, fike this US Alrqacobra, but it i unlikely
this plane could be ferried to the other side of the Med,
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On 20 February 1943, B-24 D-1 41-236589 ‘Blonde Bomber landed on the Sicllian airfiefid of
Fachino,
Hawing been captured on talign soil, the bomber naturally became the property’ of Regia
Aeronautica, belng inftially tested at Guidonia,
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On 19 fune 1943, ‘Blonde Bornber’ flew to Rechlin to be tested by the German specialists,
ftalian pifats were In exchange fnvited to try B-17 "Wulf Hound”, On its arrival the B-24 wears
fts US camoufiage with ltallan Savola crosses, On 8 September 1943 when italy broke Its
alfiance, ‘Blonde Bamber” rermained in Germany, belng repainted in German markings before

presumably entering KG 200,
Spitfire AH-E [BE540) of No, 332 {Norwegian) Sq. was shot down in the Netherlands by N5 1,
fts pilot, Znd Lt Jorgen Nils Fuglesang, became q POW, The plane seems to be intact, but we
do not know it was salvaged by the Luftwaffe,
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With such high losses of Allled planes on European soll specialists were trained to study the
new war material. Here, o Beutefeldwebel exarnines an American bomber lost In Europe,



Not aff captured planes folned the Luftwaffe. This captured Spitfire was destroved in a
hangar on Bernay alrfield [France) by allied bormbs,
Atthe end of August 1943, the Danish Alr Force was dishanded and its planes seized by the
Fermans, Around twenty Fokker D.X5s were captured, but were probably all scrapped,




In this perlod, the Luftwaffe seerms to have included an RAF Bristol Beaufighter in its ranks,
but we danot know any mare,
We do not know the origin of this Alrspeed A.6 Envoy, photographed in a fiving schoal,
Perhaps a civilian plane found in the Baltic states,
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CHAPTER NINE

ITALY: 1L RICCO BOTTING [SEPTEMEBER 1343)

On 8 September 1943, Italy suddenly dropped out of the alliance. The German troops were
not totally surprised, and some fights occurred between the troops of the ex-allies. The
ltalian army was disarmed in the areas controlled by the Wehrmacht and many planes were
captured. On 7 November of the same year Generaloberst Alfred Jod| announced that 4,500
ltalian planes were so seized. Today, historians believe that Regia Aeronautica only had
1,300 planes at that time, and only half of them were in a fit stateto fly. Jod’'s number
certainly included all planes captured (e.g civilian aircraft), in addition to the ex-French
planes (0,520, LeD 451, etc)included in the Italian Airforce ten months before,
Mevertheless, morethan 1,000 planes were so acquired, and this ricco bottino (rich booty)
had to be saved by the Germans

After the ltalian capitulation of 8 September 1943, German troops selzed Regia Aeronautica

planes. Many were damaged, like these Savola, probably photographed at Metato, the Pisa
alrfield.




Men of the ‘Uberfilhrungskormmandeo General der Fliegeraushiidung’ on Gorizia alrfield,
waiting to ferny Caproni Ca, 313 ar 314 to Germany. These planes wear a large white
fuselage band denoting that they are captured alrcraft to be ferried, Most of these men will
soon be killed in q crash,

A Caproniis refuelled before the flight,




A photo for the family,
First, specialists had to verify if the planes were able to fly to Germany, Then, to ferry those
armadas, all available pilots were required. In Southern ltaly, I1L./)G 77 temporarily had no

planes. The pilots were then called to the north to ferry Fiat CR.42s and other machinesto
Munich, Transport pilotswere called from their unitsto do the same job. It was still not
enough. The Luftwaffe then had to resort to creating short -lived units for transferring planes
to safe airbases. “Sonderkommando Gaul’ was assigned mainly to the transfer of seaplanes
to Kiel, Around ten complete crews of flying school instructors were assembled in an
‘Uberfihrungskommando General der Fliegeraushildung’, These men were parted between
Gorizia (Gdrz) and Pordenone to fly talian planes to Berlin or Lechfeld. These missions were
the source of many losses, In these flight s, with totally unknown planes (Caproni, Savoia,
Mardi, Saimann), crashes occurred. Allied airplanes, maraudingin Maorthern Italy, could
shoot down ex-Italian planes (such as 'He 1155, in fact [talian seaplanes),
‘Uberfihrungskommando General der Fliegeraushildung’ wasnearly com pletely annihilated
in an incident where the plane transporting most of the unit was shot down in Morthern
ltaly, Only a few men survived,

Pordenone qirfleld, & German pliot crashed with an talian fighter.



The burial of the unfortunate ferry pilot in a hangar of Pordenone,
Inthe night, a few italian planes were destroved by partisans on an wnknown italian airfield,
The fiat G .50 and Flat BR.20 in the foreground seem to be Intact,



Forizia. A fine of Nard! FN.305s ready for the transfer. Two tiny Avia FL 35 {fone with
carnoWfiage) are on the right,
Mot all Italian planes were ferried to Germany, As /)G 77 was still without planesin the
north, the Gruppe was equipped with Macchi 205s (whose production line was situated in

Morthern Italy) in an attempt to fight using ltalian fighters. Macchi 2055 were unfortunately
too light for the Germans, and fatal incidents occurred inthe training, Inthe ensuing
engagements with US bombers, only two kills were made, At the end of 1943, the Macchi
205 —replaced by Bf 1095 —were transferred to the AMR, the Airfforce of the new RSI of
Benito Mussolini, & few other ltalian planes remained in the country to serve as hack
machines. Some of them wereincluded in special or second line units as Organisation Todt
(OT) e.g for ligison duties,

A Fiat CR.42 at Gorzia,



An SML7E, the "Gobbo' (humpback), at Gorizla, This particular plane was used as a night
homber in the Regla Aeronautica,
I/0G 77 was briefly equipped with Macchi 205 fighters,



A Macchiaf ILAG 77,
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Some incidents occurred with the ftallan fighters, and the Macch! 205 were supplanted by
the BF 109,
The Macchiwere then given to the Itallan units of the ANE {Aviazione Natlonale
Republicana),
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A ‘Gabbo' belng overhauled,
The proud crew aqfter the repalr of thelr SML7 9. This plane may have been used as q hack
machine by IG 77,



A Figt G.50 in German markings, No, 352 iz very odd [perhaps the designation of lts ex-unit:
the 352a Squadriglia),

In Germany, the majority of ferried Italian planes were transferred into flying schools: Fiat
(5.50 or CR.42, Macchi 205 or 202 ... all were appreciated by the pupils. 5M.82 and Cant
1007 entered transport units to help to fill the gaps of the Transportgeschwader. The
heautiful Piaggio 108 wasused in afew situations. In December 1943, Transportstaffel &
was raised to operate with thirteen of the four-engine planes Thissguadron would later
receive afew Savoia Marchettis hefore being comhbined with TG 4. A sole Piaggio had been
lost in more than one year of activity,

The G50 will he appreciated by future German pilots,



This Macchi 202 was qssigned to the Fluglehrerschule at Orange In French Provence,
Thiz ather Macch! 202 was a plane of G 103, an advanced school unlit,



An 5M.E2 which will soon enter a German transport unit,
This Cant seerns to have been g hack machine attached to a fiying school,



Figt CR.42s will be used in large numbers in fliving schools, such as here in Toul
A CR.42 at Towl Notice the large vellow band around the fuselage,



=

o i
. . i) e
i s

.

FBoarding a CR.42 in a fiving school,
A CR.A2 of JG 107,



CR.42 and puplls of the same class.
A Cant seaplane, probably recovered in the Aegean.
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These Red Cross seaplanes were yseful in Bland areas,
An SMLE2 In g Fallschirmjdger {paratroopers] school, Probably Fallschirmschule 1, which
received SM.82s and CA. 1485,



German parachutists boarding a Savola. The transfer of these ex-ltalian machines could free
Ju 52 0r He 111 for other more aggressive duties,




ASavola of lIF/TGE 1 photographed n a supply flight to the besfeged Axis troops In the
Crimea.
Another Savola of a German transport unit somewhere In the Northern Mediterranean Sea.

A Plaggio 108 fhere the A version). This four-engine italian plane was included in a special
transport squadron, Transportfiiegerstaffel &,



CHAPTER TEN

UNTIL THE NORMANDY LANDING [OCTOBER 1943 — JUNE 1944)

with the intensification of the air war over Europe, more and more USAAF planes were

captured by the Germans Some crashed in avery bad state, but these wrecks could still be

studied. A handful of planes were captured intact and so could enter the German Air Force,

Firstly, they paid visits to fight er bases to be presented to their opponents. Later, these

planes were transferred to special units (such as kG 200) for missions behind enemy lines,
The sole B-26 of the Luftwaffe fell into German hands on 3 October 1943, when Marquder
41-17790 of 312tk BG fiving from ireland to Scotland landed an the Dutch sland of Noord

Beveland (probably disoriented by signals from German radios). The bomber was

presurmably lost while belng tested,

On 9 October 1943, B-17 F 42-30336 ‘Niss Nonalee I landed at Vardd (Denmark), a victim
of technical problems while engagedin a raid over Eastern Prussia,



MWiss Nonalee I was intact and repainted as 7+8,
This bomber will be used to show the Flying Fortress to fighter pilots of units mainly
operating in the east,

The ex- ‘Wiss Nonalee I was the victirm of an qccident, It is reported to have been destroved
qt the end of the war,




On 14 Qctober 1943, B-17 42-5714 of 81st BG iz signalled ‘presumed lost near Metz®, The
bhomber in fact fanded at French Oron and was captured with its crew,
It was repainted DR+PE and tested by the Luftwaffe before folning KG 200,

The serial of the plane was repainted in little numbers on the fin,

A Mozquito landed on a French beach. Unfortunately, we do not have any more Information
qbout the plane,






A Gl poses in the cockplt of g Flat G50, Probably found on an overwhelmed ftalian airfield,
The inscription states: ‘Nur Uberfiihrungskiar {orly for ferry flights). The plane was therefore
captured before Its transfer to Germany,



A B-24, captured but unrecoverable,

The Schrott fscrap] depots will grow in Germany,




One of the most famous P-475 of the Luftwaffe, ‘Beetle’, fanded on Carpiquet (Caen airfield)
on 7 November 1943,

The fighter, a P-47 D 42-2 240 of 355th FG, returning from a mission to Dlren, it was initialiy
repainted with the same codes [VF-U),
‘Beetle” becarme T9+FK,
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Fhelng from airfield to alrfield. TO+FK will be closely examined by its ﬂppr:unenrg.
In this period, the Luftwaffe acquired at least one B-26 Marauder, one RAF Mosquito, two or
three Typhoons, one Lancaster bomber, certainly some P-47 Thunderboltsand probably
many other planes, such as Spitfires of the latter type.
In g P-47 cockpit (probably Beetle’),
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In contrast, the numerous bomhbings and strafings targeting the airfields (mainly in the west)
destroyed a lot of Beuteflugzeugen on the ground,
B-17 42-39759 of 571st B5/390th BG FC-5 landed on 30 December 1943 In a field at Vimy in
Narthern France, The bomber was salvaged but was found nearly elght months later still
stocked in q hangar of Buc, Versailles alrfieid,




Two Aflled hombers in q hangar, We do not know I it was these twa planes that were
dismantled before thelr transfer to a static exhibition in one of the few Luftwaffe ‘musenms’,
Cn d0Narch 1944, B-17 G 42-38017 XR-O was one of the three bombers of 100th BG lost in
an attack on Berlin, Trving to land In neutral Sweden, the crew was in fact captured on
Schleswliq alrfield. XR-O later entered Kz 200,




Twphoon JR 319 0f No, 175 RAF 5q. was lost on 16 March 1944 with another plane of its
squadron in an attack on Villaroche, the Melun airfield, The machine is seen here recovering
but we do not know iF it entered the Luftwalfe. The German Alforce seems to have tested at

feast two Typhoons,
A Mustang wreckin q scrap depot walting for its transfer to the furnaces,
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Another P-51 lving In the dump, which was apparently the plane of an ace pifat,

When escarting bombers to Germany, escort fighters cowld strafe enemy alrfields, such as
here near Verdun, An ex-French Caudron C-445 iz the target of this attack,




On 20 March 1944, gt least four P-47s were lost in bad weather and had to land on Belgian

soil, This Thunderbolt of 356th FGA360tH FS Sq, was captured at Neerwinden,
A P-47 dismantied In 0 German hangar, probably at 5t Truiden {5t-Trond) alrfield.



A B-24 that made a good landing is covered by nets to avold any attack from the alr,
The same for this B-17, which landed near a German airfleld.
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O 29 March 1944, B-24 H 42-52106 Sunshine of 449th BG/716th BS took off from
Grottaglie to bomb Bolzano {Bozen), Probably damaged in a fight with the Bf 1035 of 1/G
27, it landed on Venegono alrfield,

The crew of Bunshine’ surrendered and the Germans {mosthy men of G 53) cowld examine
the fourengines,




The nose armament of Sunshine is heawvily photographed,



Apitot of 1./0G 53, Pw. Harne Sprdd, lookswith some Interest at the rear of the large bormber,
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The following day, for the benefit of German propaganda, a rendition of the crew’s capture
was replaved with the ‘real actors”,

A special crew came from Germany to ferry the repainted bomber to Werneuchen,
Sunshine will be used against the streqms of RAF night bombers,




E-1742-97218 IW-G Toonerville Trolley” made a very good belly landing at Bubach on 24
April 1944, 1t was definitely recovered by the Luftwalfe but we do not krow Iif it was used or

sent to the furnaces,
The Luftwaffe begins to suffer under the repeated attacks of USAAF, Here, on Pau alrfield,
sorme 05208 were damaged or destroved,




P-d7sstrafing a LeQ 451 ona French alrfield,
The same LeQ 451 after a second attack,




What remains of an NAA at Bomarantin,
On 13 May 1944, near Hanover, Spitfire PRX made a forced landing, It became T9+EK In the
Firkus Rosarius’, the unit wisiting the German alrfields to show the enermy planes to the
Ferman pliots, Notice the verylarge swastika on vellow background,
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The farge black cross on the fuselage is also noticeable,

TO+EK cowld also be tested by some German experts, as here by Oblt, Glinther Seeger of JG




CHAPTER ELEVEN

THE END OF THE WAR [JULY 1944 — MAY 1945)

Progressingin France after having landed in Mormandy on 6 June 1944, Allied soldiers
discovered many wrecks of captured planes on ex-Germ an airfields nearly intact, Some of
those aircraft/wrecks were Beuteflugzeuge (captured aircraft).

To counter the second landing launched on the southern coast of France, German forces
were dispatched to Provence, including 1. /15 77, whose mechanics were transported by ex-
ltalian transport planes. But the Wehrmacht could not counter the enemy, and all France
was being slowly liberated. On Belgian airfields, in September, other foreign planes of the
Luftwaffe were also liberated.

Advancing in Normandy, US soldiers will find at Rannes the wreck of an obsolete French
Bloch 210 In German markings.




We do nat know IFit was a hack machine or g decay placed on g fake alrfield,
In Augqust 1944, §i /0G 77 leftitaly for Southern France, The ground crews were transported in
talian Savaoias,




Flight from Ghedi to Orange.
In spite of the German retreat, sir fighting was still intense, and new Allied asircraft fell into
German hands, One of the most renowned wasthe MustangP-51 OP-K (44-14271) of
ISAAF 4th FG, one of the three planes of that type used by the German Airforce,

At Marseille-Marignane, US troops discovered ex-French LeD 451 bombers transformed Into
transport planes,
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Inside qa Marignane hangar,
On 13 October 1944, a few months before the end of the war, a pilot of the 15th Airforce
‘borrowed’ arecce P-38 Lightningto deliver it to a German-held airfield in Morth Italy, That
man, avehement anti-communist, wanted to help ‘the fight against Bolshevism’, It was

probahbly the third or fourth Lightning which entered the Luftwaffe, and this rare plane was
certainly transferred to Zirkus Rosarius’,
At Chartres airfield, the wreck of @ burned Potez 63-11 is examined by G.1.z,
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Two captured B-17s destroved in an allied bombing ot Versallfes-Buc, 42-30604 was a four-
engine of 100th BG captured near Caen on 4 October 1942, while 42-39759 of 390th BG was
fost at Vimy (Northern France) on 30 December 1943 [see photo before). These bombers may
have been in too bad g state to be evacuated to Germany and remalned at Buc as sources of

spares for ather captured Fiving Fortresses.
Anather B-17 wreck found at Buc,




Sttt in Versailles, two wrecks Tiberated”: a Typhoon (JP 845 of No, 485 5q. lost near Abbewville
on 21 Decernber 1943) and a Mosquito,
In Lyon {probably Bron qirfield), at least two wrecks of Regglane 2002 were found,




e
These ex-italian planes operated in Sonderkommando Bongart, a special unit engaged
agalinst French partisans,
On Melsbroek airfield (near Brussels), a Canadian soldier poses in g Dewoltine 520, an ex-
French machine used by Zielgeschwader i, Before leaving the area, German mechanlics
removed the wheels of the plane.
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Another 0,520 destroved at Melsbroek, Victim of a bombardment or blown up by retreqting
Germansr
A G I front of a dump in Belgium or Narthern France, On the top of the plfe are the
rermains of an Re, 2002, Perhaps an abandoned plane of Sonderkormmando Bongart which
could not reach Germany,
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O 12 September 1944, Cpt Thomas E. foyee of dth FG landed his P-51 D near Bernau which
was quickly seized and repainted. This fighter will be one of the three Mustangs used by
2/ Versuchsverband, based at Gdttingen,

A good snap shot of the Mustang,




The P-51 with qa German P-47 {probably "Beetle’)

The P-51 TO+HE with SpitfireTO9+EK,
One of the few P-38s used by the Luftwaffe. The machine here was probably delivered by a
defector in Northern italy,




Thiz P-38 was photographed at Luckaw while belng demonstrated to fighter pifots of JG 4,
fn itz advance west, the Red Army will capture saome planes, such as this ex-ltallan Savala,
used n g transport unit,
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Anather transpont plane, an SMLEZ, captured by Sowiet troops,

Aninteresting (but certainly not complete) list written at the end of the war gives an idea of
some of the US aircraft captured from August 1944 to March 1945, Here are the intact (or
nearly intact ) planes which were likely prepared to enter the Luftwaffe;
B-17 F 230336 captured at Bad Ydslau on 28 August 1944, Mearly transferred to KG
200 but lost before,
What remains ofa German B-17,
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Other Allied planes fell nearly Intact into German hands, This P-51 of 354th FG/356th
Fibelly-landed in Germany on 1 December 1944,

F-51 D 413616 captured at Cherhaching with only 20 per cent damageson 11

Septermber 1944, Loaded on a train to Prenzlau on 10 January 1945,

P-51 4210358 landed on itswheels at Odenburgon 9 Decermber 1944,
A lockheed Lightning TO9+MK in the winter,
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B-24 KO+X4 was nitially a pathfinder plane captured on 20 june 1944 after being
forced toland near Stettin, Transferred to KG 200, this four-engine plane was used in
some special missions {deploying agents), Fvacuated ahead of the Allled advance, the

bomber eventually crashed when taking off from Quediinburg.
The crew tried to save the plane. As it was impossible to repaly KO+XA, it was
destroved by fire,




Mear Herne [Germany), Glsseized a traln loaded with sorme captured Allied fighters

(P-d7z and Spitfires), Consequently, these planes never entered q Versuchsverband to
be tested,

F-51 41442 captured with 10 per cent damageson 6 October 1944 at Reureld (Mote:

probably 44-144442 of 55th Fiz).
P-A47 267324 captured with 10 per cent dam ages at Gross-Sachsenheim on 2

February 1945,
P-38 TO+MK after its Tiberation’,
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At Salzburg, the same fate befell B-24 FKB which fell into German hands on 4
February 1944 after a fanding In France. This bomber was based in Austria for some

supply flights from the Balkans to the besieged isfand of Rhodes,
The wreck ofa German P-47 as found by 5.0.5,




P-47 TO+LK Nherated” in q better condition on Gdttingen airfield,
F-51 D 4413905: landed on its wheels at Barmersdorf on 20 February 1945 (a singe
propeller blade bheing bent),
P-51 D0 411363: landed on its wheels on 2 March 1945 at Zerb<t,
B-24 441108 landed on its wheels on 24 March 1945, Two engnes dam aged.
Delivered to KG 200,
Thiz Thunderbolt seerms to have been a plane of 301st F5/332nd FG (the Tuskegee airmen’),
captured on 29 May 1944 in ftaly, its pilot, disoriented, had landed on g German-held
Qlrfield,
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This P-47 was probably parth destroved by [tz fast owners,
Three to five Thunderbolts were probably used by the special units of the Luftwaffe,




The remains of T9+RE, another Luftwaffe P-51.
Maturally, at that time, difficulties in communications largely hindered the transport of

those planes and the majority of them could not be delivered as hoped to the German flying
units,
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Cecupying @ German airfield, men of the USAAF will discover some wrecks of American
planes,

It isintheir advances on German soil that Allied troops found the most numerous
Beuteflugzeugen. Many were blown up by retreating mechanics, but nevertheless some ex-
USAAF machines could be liberated.

Wreck of an SM.82 on g German airfield,




In May 1946, to commemorate the ‘Great Patriotic War, German weapons were exhibited In
a Moscow park, An SM.E82 s seen in background,
At the same time, a Cant 1007 was part of an exhibition at Kiev,
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CHAPTER 12
CONCL LS TON
As stated at the beginning, the German Luftwaffe wasthe only aiforce to have made so
complete a use of its war plunder. Foreign planes used were mainly of ltalian, French and
Czech origins.

Until 1943, these aircraft were mainly transterred into flying schoaols, helpingthe German
aircraft industriesto concentrate on the production of fighters and bombers, But from 1943
the need for transport units was so acute that French and Italian machines were put to
action in some special newly-raised units, We can seethat on three occasions the Luftwatfe
hoped to equip an offensive fighter unit with captured planes (Czech Avia B.534sin 1939,
French Curtiss H-75s in 1940 and Italian Macchi 2055 in 1943 ), All these attempts were
totally unsuccessful,

A Caudron C445 in German markings.
Thiz ather C.445 is palnted In g beautiful biue colour, Nate the black anti-reflect panelin
front of the cockpit.
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machine,
A photograph of @ LeD 451, most Hkely taken In the Med In 1943 or 1944, Here too, the ex-
bomber has vellow paint on the lower structures,




Spitfire AZ-H a few hours gfter its capture on 15 August 1240, The damage caused by Flak is
stilfwisible, The fighter seems to be In the process of repainting,

German pilots examine AZ-H on a German alrfield, Notice that the nickname Dirty Dick” was
maintained,
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A captured Hurricane used by S5 51,

Wellington LN-F after being captured on 5 Decernber 1240 at Vitry-en-Artols.,
LN-F in German markings,




German soldiers cut the red star from the fuselage of g captured Sowiet plane, Proof that
these planes were not very appreciated, and thus not protected by the Luftwaffe.



A Tupolew SB-2 for an Avia B-717) In a Luftdienst unit,

It is naturally difficult to give a number of the total Beuteflugzeugen used by the Luftwaffe,
as eighty-five per cent of the archives of the airforce were lost, destroyed or burned in the
war, We can only give an estim ate: between 2,000 and 3,000:

around 800,/1,000 French planes;

around 1,000/1,200 Italian planes;

around 500/600 Czech planes
A German Dragon Raplde. It seerns that three of these planes were found In the Baltic States,
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A Kittwhawk found in the desert, These wrecks could rarely be salvaged, due to q lack of
roads and transport vehicles,
The sole Stirling captured Intact, MGE-F(N3705) of No. 7 5q, photographed on 16 August
1942 with a Bf 109,




An ex-ftalian Savolr Marchett! 82 in flight,
Az new documents/photos appear nearly every month, it is difficult to tell how many
British/Am erican planes were included in the Luftwaffe, beingtested or used in special
missions (e.g in KG200), We think that at least fifty USAAF planes werein service in the
German Airforce (fifty per cent were homhbers), RAF planes perhaps numbered around forty,
These numbers arethose of the aircraft actually flown by German crews. Indeed, other
captured enemy planes (such as a Lysander] were presented in static display in a few special
‘museums’ (like the French depot of Manterre) to help the flyersto identify their enemies.

One of the P-38s used by the Luftwaffe,
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Spitfire PRXITS+EK captured on 13 May 1944 near Hanover,
USAAF soldiers found this SME2 on the edge of thelr newly occupled German airfield,
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At Salzburg, o B-24 used to supply Rhodes fsiand was Nberated in May 1945,



